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OUTSPOKEN 


Ritter and Reality 

As the sorry huts about Father Bruce Ritter emerge, it’s use¬ 
ful to reflect on what this talented man could have achieved 
had his life not been blighted by internalized homophobia. 

Challenged in 1968 to live up to his idealistic sermons, 
Ritter embarked on the difficult, lonely task of trying to rescue 
runaway teens. He founded a unique organization that grew 
from a couple of tenement apartments on the Lower East Side 
into a scries of huge, heavily-funded centers across the nation. 
Under Ritter’s guidance, Covenant House has made an enor¬ 
mous positive difference in countless lives. Whatever one 
thinks of Ritter's alleged sexual or fiscal misconduct, there will 
always be thousands of people who have him to thank for res¬ 
cuing them at a crucial moment of their lives. 

Unfortunately, Father Ritter failed to rescue himself. As a 
closeted gay man he apparently internalized the insidious 
homophobia of the Catholic Church. Such self-repression is 
bad for every individual. But in Ritter's case it also proved to 
be bad for the thousands of gay and lesbian kids who sought 
shelter in his sanctuaries. Under Ritter’s direction, Covenant 
House had a long record of callousness and abuse toward gay 
teens which it has only recently begun to address, thanks to 
the pioneering work of the Hetrick-Martin Institute. 

Ritter personifies the classic dictum that the worst enemy of 
gays is a doeeted homosexual in a position of power. Scekng to 
deflect suspicions, such people frequently adopt excessively homo- 
phcbic dances. In Ritter's case this led an apparently compassion¬ 
ate man to tolerate overt homophobia among his staff, preach 
agams gay sdf-expression, testify against gay dvfl rights legislation 
and deny the validity of safer-sex education at the height of the 
AIDS epidemic. It also apparently led to the covert seduction of 
under-aged teens, some of whom now charge sexual abuse. 

Contrast this sorry record with the fife-affirming, gay-posi¬ 
tive influence Ritter could have had were he more at ease with 
his nature. Catholic priests need not risk expulsion by openly 
confronting the teachings of homophobes like Cardinal 
O'Connor. Many unsung heroes and heroines toil quietly but 
effectively within the church, gently challenging homophobia 
and assisting gays and lesbians. Had Ritter been graced with an 
empowering self-knowledge he would be a hero to our com¬ 
munity and an example to all. We would be defending him, 
not applauding his downfall. Instead, a long and useful life 
seems destined to end in shame and disgrace. 

Ritter’s tragedy is the legacy of a homophobic society and 
church. But it’s also the legacy of the doset, a dark, self-defeat¬ 
ing place from which each of us has the power and the 
responsibility to emerge. ▼ 
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LETTERS 



MedtoAssoutt PldureThb 

bit Vie latest bend in gay- This letter b In response to 
joumcf-cNc to featue cover one printed h bsue 36 (Feb. 

25) by Servolon Erik 
and Dan Huber. 

I was rather pissed 
off to rood the letter 
from these two men 
(I'm assuming they 
both ere men). I com¬ 
pletely disagree with 
their be«ef that Out- 
West's ‘Are Gay Men 
Having Sate Sex?* (no. 
34, Feb. 18) cover was 
•shameful.' Granted, 
the cover shows two 
white moles at play. 
So what?l tfs not Ike 
the magazine b trying 
to make some obro- 
sive politico! state- 
stories with splashy headnes ment by pioclng two 
and sexuaSy-suggestive pic- attractive men on Its cover. I 


seem to remember the ’Gay 
90s' Issue (no. 28. Jan. 7) as 
having mterrodd couples on 
the cover (as wel as at least 
one other bsue m the past). 

The men also mention 
that AIDS among lesbians 
has been ignored. Well. I 
know I have read several 
articles In OufWeek on that 
very topic. However, 
although AIDS Is a tragedy 
under any circumstance, the 
fact that it has spread *e 
wildfire through the gay 
male community may be 
the reason It merited a 
cover. 

Also, dkl these men see 
the cover story which pre¬ 
ceded *Aie Gay Men.. '? It 
was 'Lesbians Who Sleep 
With Men.'(no. 33. Feb. 11) I 
didn't read any mention 
from these two In the* letter 
objecting to the foct that 
the two women and one 
male on the cover were 
white, nor dd they cite that 


there Vxxid be a cover story 
devoted to 'Gay Men Who 
Sleep With Women.' Give 
me a fuckin' breck 

l think OufWeek has done 
a very thorough and resporv 
Sbie Job In the past In cover¬ 
ing topics of sex. creed, 
roce. color, etc. (Including 
the types of people they 
portray on the* covers.) And 
I think V s too bod ihcrt these 
two can't Just enjoy looking 
at two hot men without ring¬ 
ing the alarm on prejudee. 

Jeffrey E. 

Manhattan 


Pushing the Envelope 

It's time for OutWeek to 
come out of the dosett How 
can New York's most vtatole 
and credible gay and les¬ 
bian newsweekty be condd- 
ered In the closet? Simple. To 
those who subscribe, the 
magazine Is delivered In a 
plcSn brown envelope. Ire so 
much pornography! This Is 


lues prodcSmlng that lesbians 
sleep with men? You article 
itself hduded matertd of Inter¬ 
est. but you sensattonatzed 
presentation evoked anger 
when I saw the bsue on the 
newsstands, and for the first 
•me ever I embarrassed to 
read OufMbefc on tie subway. 

W»y? Because such head¬ 
lines evoke the old folk wis¬ 
dom that there is no such 
thing as a 'reef lesbian, only 
a woman who has not yet 
kxrd the right man. b ws the 
idea we ae irying to perpetu¬ 
ate In the straight world, via 
ou own meda? I can't Imag¬ 
ine that a female editorial 
staff would have allowed 
such a garWi presentation to 
get by. If you won't hire a 
woman os editor, perhops 
you can employ one to teach 
you some sensitivity. 

For the most part. I enjoy 
OufWeek. and find It a vital 
source of community news 
and opinion. I rood rt pubSdy 
and with pride. Please don't 
mcke me feel assaulted by It 

MckJeZacuto 

Manhattan 


SrOMCVAU RfOTS ir no«s. mimic 
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1W0 and. frankly, we've 
come beyond Ihe day when 
weft treatment Is necesscxy. 
GET HO Of THE ENVELOPE! 

'rtxr edtartat stand of ’»*- 
hates' k very dear, and mary 
of fie more vhfcle get rated 
over the coats eoch week. 
W. out of tear of scartno you 
subsatoen (and scartng away 
the* dolors), you ponder to 
them. The ttme has come to 
slop. Stop the hypocrisy. Slop 
the double standard In the 
name of the cdrrtcffy dolor 
GET RD Of THE ENVELOPE! 

Those afraid to pet Out- 
Week with just a mailing 
label don't deserve this 
mogadne. And, realty, your 
message Is lost on them, 
anyway. It's time to chal¬ 
lenge them to face the 
fads. I hope you have the 
guts to do so. Please place 
you Integrity ahead of the 
almighty dollar. GET RIO OF 
THE ENVELOPE. 

Rodney Btocktock 

Montck*. NJ 

Tune In. ten On. Get Pissed 

Craig Davidson and 
GLAAD are doing Midi. long- 
overdue medks watch and 
education. But have meda 
expectations sunk so low 
that we now find ourselves 
asked to endorse the fees of 
The Star, the Inept TV series 
•Doctor Doctor* and waiting 
one and a half months 


before calling tor homo¬ 
phobe Andy Rooney's dis¬ 
missal? In contrast, the Bock 
community demanded 
—and received—his remove! 
before Rooney's Back-basft- 
Ing remarks In Ihe Advocate 
had even hit the news- 
standsl Now DavWkon. who 
has whled away d this time 
hoping to ‘educate* 71- 
year-old Rooney (In vain), 
has Invited him to upstoge 
and slander gays further at 
GLAAD 'S first annual media 
awards dnnerl 

Though CBS's recently- 
canceled ‘Doctor Doctor' 
has an encoua0ng premise 
(physician with a gay broth¬ 
er). It (Bee Showtime's ‘Broth¬ 
ers') freely Inddges In every 
stereotype going tor laughs 
and then simply tacks on a 
‘live and let live* ending. 
Richard (the gay character) 
sports a prominent lisp. 
Rfchud Is not a regular, but 
appears sporoOccfty for an 
AIDS or ‘gay problem' 
episode only-probably so 
that his expendable pres¬ 
ence could be terminated 
by CBS at the flick of the 
American Family Associa¬ 
ted'* brow. Another charac¬ 
ter. the depressing, foppish 
British broadcaster mopes 
about referring to himself as 
a ‘tired old fairy.* The 
episodes with Richard are 
not about him. but ore 


about the 
other charac¬ 
ters'homopho¬ 
bic behavior. 
Stereotypes 
and homopho¬ 
bia manageto 
be presented 
as routine and 
‘understand¬ 
able* and are 
lent some 
credibility In 
the process. 

A* a teen m 
the early 70s. I 
smiled watch¬ 
ing Archie 
Bunker. Mary 
Tyler Moore. 

H a w k e y e 
Pierce and Ihe 
mass sitcom 
audience 
eoch meet 
their first gay 
person, sensing 
the power of 
TV comedy to 
gently but 
effectively put 
across soclol 
Issues and 
change. It's 
disturbing to 
note that It's 
been almost 
20 years since 
Archie got a 
lesson In homophobia and 
ten years since Jerry FatweS 
got ABC to axe ‘Soap* 


because It contained TV's 
first gay regular character. 
With ‘Doctor Doctor* gone, 
there are no gays or lesbians 
In primetime. What valida¬ 
tion and encourogement 
are gay and lesbian teens 
currently getting from TV? 
We have yet to see a series 
premise about a gay or les¬ 
bian lead character and 
higher We. 

Perhaps The Star Initially 
presented Chastity Bono's 
lesbianism (which she has 
denied In The Enqtiner) sym- 
pathetlcaly. But their exten¬ 
sive January 23rd quoting of 
some unidentified ‘close 
source* that trashed Chasti¬ 
ty, her girlfriend, their rela¬ 
tionship. their *mon-lsh* 
clothing, their Intentions, their 
privacy, their gay pride and 


Blurt Out 

PURPLE PROSE OF MlfUL. 

Monthly pushing the limits on fashion fun and sneaking die border into reportage, Mtrtbaiit 
Is a glossy with head. In the currant Issue, writer Lynn Darling wrangles with the ever-racy topic 
of androgyny. Scholars and armchair anglers on the subjects of gender, sexual Identity und so 
water take note. Pushing off with an Ernest Hemingway quote. Darling forages over this sub¬ 
ject’s wild terrain, stopping only for the following sort of brilliance: 'I think androgyny is a form 
of freedom.* if you're not sated after Darting's dallianca with short hair, be sure to catch "Why 
can't a woman shop Bke a men?* 

BEAD READER... 

In its aptly tided 'Flip Sida" column, US has numarologist Cheryl Las Tarry palm reading. 
Basing into Malcolm Forbts' paw, Cheryl sees: "The lines drooping from his heert-Bne indicate 
many unusual affairs of the heart_a person who, unhappy trying to fit into the strict rules of 
society, wil always choose the uncharted path.* —Sank teat* 
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Cher's reoctlons WOS hardy 
•ympathellc w encouragtog. 

I support the good mten- 
♦lon* of Craig Davidson. 
GLAAD and even ‘Doctor 
Doctor.' But I'm asking what 
Bette MkBer once asked the 
gory community: ‘Don't you 
people ever tire of conttnuol- 
ty being slapped around?' 

Even the most shut-in 
American. It seems, watches 
TV and reads newspa¬ 
pers—and these medto are 
enormously effective In 
shaping perceptions. Gays 
are ten percent of America 
We buy newspapers. We buy 
the products that keep 
sponsors, networks and TV 
shows In business. However, 
the press and Hollywood 
don't yet feel that gays 
deserve ten percent repre¬ 
sentation. And most gays. It 
seems, are not yet Interested 
In really combating the 
destructive American Fam#y 
Association (Ice Playboy Is. In 
court), the tabloids and 


media who doty endeavor 
to keep us invisible or nega¬ 
tively portrayed. As Harvey 
Mft believed (and the Block 
rights movement learned), 
we'd do better to concern 
ourselves less with being 
liked and more with being 
respected because we are 
strong. 

David Perry 
Manhattan 

Rotten to toe Coon 
l support the Coots boy¬ 
cott. so I'm glad that you 
note that Julus sets Coots In 
volf ha oLide. 

However. I think you 
should tell your readers 
about all the gay bars and 
clubs that sell Coors. For 
example. Spedam, the gay 
dub In Brooklyn toted under 
Out Week's Best Bets, also 
sells Coors. (And there are 
probably others) 

Kevin O'Connor 
Manhattan 

PS. And by the way, why 


don't you let the ‘outer* bor¬ 
oughs In you bar gdde? 

See What he AcUvtsIs In the 
Bock Room Wl Have 

I thought your ‘Reporter's 
Notebook* piece on the 
ACT UP action In Atlanta 
raised an Important and rea¬ 
sonable issue: that of the 
apparent source of tendon 
between people in the com¬ 
munity who feel that direct 
action Is diametrically 
opposed to bock room po*- 
ticking (and vice versa). The 
potential for this tension to 
threaten the eftecttveness of 
the movement Is reason 
enough tor concern. 

After your exposition of 
the problem I thought you 
would elaborate and eluci¬ 
date the natvxe of the prob¬ 
lem. insteod. your analysis 
reod to me Ike Just so much 
more bashing. The only 
cause you seemed to be 
able to attribute to the prob¬ 
lem was regionalism: cos¬ 


mopolitan New Yorkers vs. 
parochial Southerners. 

The truth of the matter Is 
that drect action and bock 
room potlicking go handtn- 
hond. Look at what we 
learned from the women's 
movement and the civil 
rights movement. Consult 
Sad Alnsky (flevste tor Rad- 
fcaft) on the uMty of direct 
confrontation tor the dben- 
franchlsed to assert their 
power. A false dichotomy 
exists. What Is the source of 
this tension? It codd be md- 
tlvartate. What Is the poten¬ 
tial for this mfenderstandng 
to divide the community? 
Teasing out toe relative vari¬ 
ables Is tough but Important 
work. 

Personally, I lost two 
Important allies In Georgia 
because they got mod at 
me tor ACT UP having a dto- 
In In front of the Georglo 
governor's mansion In 1988 
to protest state Inoctlon for 
people wtto HfV/AJDS. 
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I Hce to see OvrAbek and 
you oddressing Issues Impor- 
lanMo ihe effectiveness and 
survival of the lesbian and 
gay rights movement, l am 
eie you don't betove mem 
s weh a INng at ‘value^tee 
Journalism' anymore thon 
mere li 'vctue-free science* 
I only urge you to strive for 
excellence, bracket your 
Judgments when they stand 
In the way of your vWon. and 
go tor the truth, don't settle 
tor the easy out tor a piece 
An analysts of the impor¬ 
tance and relevance of the 
two modes of working to 
effect change would be 
worthwhte. An exposition of 
the Ideologies that drive 
people apart on this issue 
would also be of particular 
utility. Baskxtfy. l think you 
raised a very Important issue 
and copped out In ihe ancf- 
y* 

David Knapp Whittier 

Brooklyn 

Uremooto Operator 

I caned PMK at 3:55 am 
on 2/15/90. 

A gravely voiced lady 
said ‘PMK.* And I sold: ‘TELL 
CHASTITY « DOESN'T NEED 
A BEARD. AND THAT WE LOVE 
HER!' 

The gravely voiced tody 
said. *Who s caMng?' 

After a to oorng tfence. J 
sotd very cheerfiAy. ‘Oh this 
Is tony.* 

Then she sold. ‘Weil I'm 
Just an answering service. I'm 
not In Ihe same buidng.' 

So I scto. *Yk*i so...? Just 
pass on the message * 

And she sotd. *WW this b 
sort of a weird messoge to 
cal them tor at tour o'clock 
In the morning.' 

So I said ‘Wei give It to 
them whenever...' 

And she said something 
else l don't remember about 
not being In the same bald¬ 
ing—and I think she said 
what building she was In. 
And should she pass on this 

m *SoYsald ‘Well I think it's 
Important...! read the csltcfe 


and I think it's Important.* 
And she sold‘OK.* 

And so I said ‘Greatl 
Thanks a loti' (\%ry cheeri¬ 
ly. not sarcastic.) And I Just 
thought I'd send you this 
note. 

Sorry I didn't mention 
which ‘article' l reod. but I 
think that the/l getthemes- 


made suit and being In 
charge of a mabng 1st re<*y 
doesn't seem worthy of 
boldface or type. Susonne 
Bartsch In Banckok B as inter¬ 
esting at my great aunt's 
winters In Sarasota. 

As tor you pubWty of la 
Escueltta. unless you can 
Salsa llk^atrue Latlno/o, 



Rex Hex 

When l reod the article of 
Jan. 28 (no. 31) regarding 
gay men filing complaints 
ogainst womyn-only 
ever.tt/spaces. I was out- 



Out on the Town •, / ^1 With Liz and Sydney 


soge. I hope rm not the only 
onewhocoied. 

Anthony Arena 
Manhattan 


whether you’re o gawking, 
white heterosexual couple or 
a gawtdng, white lesbian or 
gay couple scarcely makes 
a reference. For t* reaten. 


raged. I was so angry that I 
wasn't Immedtately able to 
respond, to deconstruct ihe 
ridiculous ‘ghetto* com¬ 
ments made by Rex Wock- 


Where’s toot Face? 

As a girl's girl and fre¬ 
quenter of night time lezzle 
social events. I have been 
competed to get out of my 
sticky chair and comment 
on Ihe Out on the Town with 
Ux and Sydney column. 

First of ci, columns of this 
sort. In which impresarios of 
their own celebrityhood, 
engage In a whowvhat-who- 
where discourse can be 
momentarily entertolnlng 
provided they cover Interest¬ 
ing oddmes and gossip in a 
manner which amuses the 

<XJ RYsTwhere Uz and Syd¬ 
ney fall short. The name 
dropping In bold face b fine, 
but let's try and drop some 
worthwhile names. Club 
owners ore generally busi¬ 
nessmen in suits who enjoy 
money and Investments 
which serve as toys like 
dubs. Unto* they appear on 
the stoges of their dub In 
drag and do a great Liza 
MtoeW or EMs. It Is beyond 
me why they would warrant 
special attention. As tor peo¬ 
ple that run these dubs, untl 
they do something wildly 
sexy or soddty significant It's 
obvious there b nothing to 
really say about them. 
Staring at a door In a wel 


you have publicized La 
EscueRto In the same vein as 
Paper. 

One major drawbock I 
sight tor lesbians lately b an 
inoblltty to expound on a 
certain lesbian erotica. We 
are dearly past the point of 
caring about how the hetero 
world views us. but It seems 
as V the gay male opinion b 
of great Importance, partic¬ 
ularly for Uz ond Sydney. 
Given Ihe fad that no one 
else Is writing a column of 
this sort. It's a bit distressing 
that what we get b a tired 
view of the 'scene' by two 
gay-mctewannabei Liz and 
Sydney's algnment wllh gay 
men strikes me as a bit too 
homo. After all, they are 
boy's boys ond we are girl's 
girls and we both should 
enjoy the differences, not 
mesh beyond distinction. 
And as one small aside I 
must mention that dental 
dams are as much o part of 
my Me as taking the pb. 

In any event. Uz and Syd¬ 
ney. I think that lob of lezztes 
out there want to hear excit¬ 
ing gossip, be Informed on 
Intelligent controversy and 
reod tremendous chronicles 
of the luscious ttts-ond-oss 
owning we missed while on 
lovely foces were, eise- 


rwr. 

As time passed, my 
thoughts coalesced and I 
began to orgonlze my 
attack not only on the sub¬ 
stance. but on the edfflng of 
the article os well. Why 
wasn't It mentioned that Rex 
Wockner often contributed 
to OufWeek7 Why was the 
article edited so that the 
apparently rational critiques 
of single-sex events were 
rebutted only by clearly 
emotional responses, thus 
contributing further to the 
devatoatlon of womyn’s sep¬ 
aratist reasoning. 

But never, never Inoml- 
lon years dto l suspect that 
the truth was as horrible as 
the InPghtfU AJbon Bechdel 
revealed-thot the article 
was octualy written by one 
of Its main subjects. I have 
never witnessed such a db- 
piay of Joumalsftc dbhonesty 
as that article represents. 
Your response, that *we 
never get away wtth any¬ 
thing.' b so Inadequate, that 
It b even more unthinkable. If 
that b posstoie. 

The respondbbty of Ouf- 
Week is to filter news ond 
present It from a gay and 
lesbian perspective. I am 
certainly sophisticated 
enough to recognize that ct 
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pubtootlons' ecftorid biases one of my sisters wll fake up Humm. Stoddard, Goto. NH, ences; we are never going 

are reflected In their report- that chctonge. Unfortunate- CDC, the Ndffve and Out- to agree on every matter of 

Ing. but this lapse Is truly ty, that Is a battle I will miss. Week; through near lynch concern to the gay commu- 

astonishlng. OuhMsek. at the because It wf be a coM day mob hysterics, community nlty. Foce It. Accept It. And 

very least, has a reqxnsfcdty In he! before l buy this pub*- disorganization and lock of tors move on-together, 
not to pit members of the oatton agofn. united. organized communt- Robert Allan 

community against one Annette L Hurst ty representation, someone Manhattan 

another, but to deal with al Brooklyn has Anally stepped bock. 

members of the community taken a look at the reigning Masting "toroughlsm* 

with equd respect. Perhaps That Wockner's story ran chaos and made a call to What Is dear In recxtog 

ca«ng us one 'community' wffhouf his bytoe was unfor- arms. your publication Is that so 

Is the mistake In my analysis, tuna to. And while Out- Despite our anger. contU- many people care only 

Lesbians must be ever \rtgl- week's response to Bech- slon. Anger-pointing, fears about themselves and their 
lant of sexism, even from del's letter wos perhaps and differences, we must careers, 
people they wish they coiid overly glib. It nonetheless organize al of these things. It seems to be true of 
trust. acknowledged the error, along with our collective GMHC. Its workers of al coi- 

The edrtor responsible for which OutWeek regrets.—Ed. power, mtellgence and pas- ors are more Interested In 
passing that article should slon. and start throwing the playing bafl with the govem- 

reslgn Immediately. The Praise lory and Pass the stones at our real odver- ment than fighting a quar- 

stafement In you masltieod Ammunition series—Bush. Cuomo. Moynl- online, 

that the 'opinions of Out- HALLELUJAHI That hosarv han. D'Amato. Helms. It's true of the so-called 

Week are represented only na Is In response to Lorry Damemeyer. O'Connor and 'All-Peoples Congress.* a 
In our edflorlals' has dearly Kramer's column In Out - Dinkins (before he tniy does group that pretends to 
been violated. Again, l am Week (no. 34, Feb. 18). become ou enemy.) speak for the woridng dass 

so angry that I And myself Through al of the recent tur- At this time we cannot and wfl sel us out at every 

unoble to oddress the sub- mol sunouxtog the subfeds afford to become enemies tun. 
stance of Wockner's argu- of Myers, Sweeney. Krlm, to ourselves when so much Is But It's also true of Out- 
ments. Perhaps wtth these Dtnidns. Braff, GMHC. ACT UP, at stake. We ore always Week. I'm afraid. You snide 
objections out of the way. St. Patrick's, O'Connor, going to have our differ- remarks about Staten Island 
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ihow o contempt to* those 
of u» who can’t afford to Iv-e 
In the trendy v*age Vtee. gay 
people Ive In the Bronx, too. 
and some of us choose to. 
Having a downtown address 
doesn't moke you better. 
ACT UP'S ‘Stop KJlng Queers 
or We’ll Move Here' chant 
reflectslhlsblas- 

irs true of OuMbefc when 
you label Koch-oppolntee 
Joyce Hunter a 'gay leader 
on youth Issues.* Gay youth 
have not elected her or the 
Hetrtck- Martin Institute to 
speak for us. They don’t. 

Now you know why so 
many gay people are 
turned off by the political 
movement. 

Paul Sanchez 

Bronx 

Distinction wffh a Difference 

h Gabriel RoteSo’s article 
on Father Ritter's forced 
leave of absence from 
Covenant House (no. 34. 
Feb. 18). Craig Davidson, 
executive director of the 
Gay and Lesbian Alliance 
Against Defamation Is quot¬ 
ed as saying. ‘The Issue here 
Is pedophlla, not homosexu¬ 
ality.' If Bruce Ritter's rela¬ 
tionship with 24-year-old 
Kevin Kite Is pedophlla. then 
GLAAD's employment of the 
able and energetic Karin 
Schwartz as its assistant 
dkector Is a violation of chid 
labor laws. 

Mr. Davidson goes on to 
say. ‘pedophBa Is o much 
bigger problem with straights 
than with gays.' This Is true, 
but not In the way Davidson 
appears to believe. Sexual 
abuse of chicken Is Indeed a 
‘much b igger problem with 
straights than with gays,' as 
most sexual abuse takes 
place within the famly when 
men molest their daughters, 
nieces and other female rel¬ 
atives. Victims of such abuse 
suffer a. scandalous lack of 
legal protection and psy¬ 
chological support services. 
But gay men who have con¬ 
sensual. loving relationships 
with boys face greater legal 


trouble than do straight men 
who rape ghs. I hope that In 
the future Mr. Davidson and 
GLAAD will be less muddted 
In their thinking and become 
more sensitive to the legal 
and social dffflcuttles faced 
by men and boys who love 

eoch other 
Bob Rhodes 
Spokesperson 
The North Amerloan 
Man/Boy love Assoc. 

On Gay Quakers 

In the midst of much 
more Important things peo¬ 
ple have written about In let- 
ten In these columns, there 
have occasionally been 
mention of religious groups 
and. once or twice, the 
Quakers 

At least our reputation Is 
positive I People know that 
we have among our mem- 
ben gay men and lesbians 
and don’t think much about 
It. Some feel that we are 
cautious to the point of get¬ 
ting trite done to relieve the 
oppression within and with¬ 
out us. We may appear 
rather mote mteSoctud than 
emotlonol. and there are 
doubts as to whether we are 
reflglous In any usual sense of 
the word. Someone wrote In 
these pages that we have 
orddned openly gay pastoa 
Everything but the last Is 
true. Most Friends' meetings 
hove pastors. I'd be quite 
surprised if any of them were 
openly gay. Though we wel¬ 
come all kinds of people to 
our meetings, a gay pastor 
would be more than ony 
pastoral Friends' meeting 
I've heard of wovid swaSow 
This Is because there Is a 
strong biblical base to most 
Friends' relgion. and most of 
our groups Interpret that 
base more conservatively 
than not. 

A dozen of us gay and 
lesbian Friends also meet for 
worship and a pot-luck sup¬ 
per the third Sunday of each 
month at the meeting house 
In East 15th Street between 
2nd and 3rd Avenues. 


Two of the congregations 
In the city have recently 
agreed to celebrate gay 
marriages m the same ways 
they do straight ones. Anoth¬ 
er meeting has been m the 
throes of discussions and 
worries about this for nine 
years. (What has taken so 
long Is we Insist on an agree- 
tng to. rather than voting on, 
our decisions, and to get 
there, we have to persuade, 
rather thon lobby, line up 
sides or maneuver. We're sfi 
trying to petiuode.) 

Our worship and prayer 
together Is meant to be a 
way to listen to God within 
and amongst us. to our oar¬ 
ing natures, our humor and 
then to begin to do some¬ 
thing about them. We are 
odiits: we have no hierarchy 
and we have to think 
through and make our own 
decttons. 

We welcome people 
who think that this kind of 
dlsclpflne might meet their 
Inward needs. 

John Maynard 

Clerk of the 15th St. 
Friends' Meeting 

Manhattan 

Chip, Which? 

I found It Ironic that you 
cover story In the Feb. 18 
issue (no. 34) was devoted to 
safer sex, while the back 
page sported a picture of 
'notorious sex kitten' Chip 
Duckett. This Is typical of the 
contradiction that exists 
between Chip Duckett's 
Image and reotty. 

Chip's roots as a publicist 
ore certainly obvious from 


the number of picture!, 
pages and ods m you and 
other magazines. He cer¬ 
tainly packs ihem In at Mars 
on Sunday nights, and now 
at two other spots every 
week. And he pocked a lot 
of kinds Into Mars last sum¬ 
mer for a supposed benefit 
for GLYNY at ‘Mors Needs 
(Ods' GLYNY was supposed 
to get a percentage of the 
door, yet somehow GLYNY 
never got a ckme 

It was also packed New 
Year's Eve at Cuando. So 
packed in foct. that the 
coat check Ire was two sto¬ 
ries long- Chip remedtod the 
situation by offering a free 
coat check. Unfortunately, 
at the end of the evening, 
many people had to leave 
without their coals because 
other people had left wtth 
them. We were some of 
those people. I myself went 
into the coatroom to And the 
coats that were left strewn 
about the floor, as. accord¬ 
ing to the attendants, there 
had never been nearly 
enough hangers. Accordng 
to other employees of Cuarv 
do and Man (hired by Ch|p). 
many people lost thek coats 
that night. Chip personalty 
promised us compensation 
on two occasions, yet we 
have had to pursue legal 
action, as we had never 
received a dme. 

Chip Duckett knows how 
to throw o party. He Just 
doesn't know how to keep 
his word. 

Veto Alexander 
Marc Bordets 
Manhattan 


We've Moved! 

New address: 

139 West 43th Street 
7th Floor 

NewYtodcOty, 10001 

818-337-1800 

Fax:337-1880 

Subscriptions: 1-BOO-Out-Week 
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XEROXED 


Tluce 

7 Day? 

New York, NY 10003 

There k no’AIDS cM war 
a* your sensaltonaftst cover 
(February 14) would have 
you reoders be«eve. In the 
war against AIDS, GMHC ond 
ACT UP use definitely dbitnct 
and complementary todies 
As In any war. It ts wise to use 
multiple strategies. Our 
means may be afferent but 
our end Is the same—stop¬ 
ping the epidemic. The con¬ 
troversy generated by the 
selection of Dr. Woodrow 
Myers as health commission¬ 
er was painful for all AIDS 
organizations. There are 
wounds to heal but GMHC 
and ACT UP wfr continue to 
fight on the same side In the 
battle against AIDS 

As you do acknowledge, 
both GMHC and ACT UP 
chose not to support Mayor 
Dinkins' choice of Dr. Myers. 
We saw GMHC's role in the 
confrouersy as keeping fries of 
communications open 
among the various ACS orga¬ 
nisations In the city. In that role 
Jeff Wf had the fij support 
of GMHC's Boad of Directors, 
as he has since the board 
selected him by an over¬ 
whelming mdotffy (not by one 
vote as you report). We found 
In Jeff an ocfMsfs pasfron and 
a manager's expertise, and 
he exercised those qualttes In 
the past month, keeping a 
calm voice In a heated 
debate. Rather than not 
•knowing who were the cow¬ 
boys and hdans.' Jeff tried to 
frx>w there don't hove to be 
good guys and bod guys 
when ACS odMstsdSogree. 

GMHC and ACT UP work 
together h cocMon with other 
AOS organizations on a toed 
and notional level to speed 
up drug development. 
Increase access to new treat¬ 


ments and demand more 
government faxing for ADS 
services. And Just last week 
GMHC and ACT UP demon¬ 
strated together in Staten 
Hand cgdnsfme btasretated 
kfrtog of a gay mart haddF 
tlon, member? of ACT UP wcrV 
as vokrteers and pdd staff at 
GMHC while many others 
receive services here as 
GMHC clients. GMHC staff 
members ore equally os 
active In ACT UP meetings 
and demonstrations. Our work 
together has never stopped 
and won't irSI ADS Is ended. 

As to cny hedtry commu¬ 
nity. there are often open, 
vocal dbagreements. We are 
people fighting for our Ives. 
Nofrihg we do k easy or rou¬ 


tine, espedaly when govern¬ 
ment does so title to he£. For 
our own self-preservaflon. we 
resist any attempt to drive a 
wedge between us. We have 
seen me enemy and It Is not 
each other. It k ADS 
Joy A. Tomchin 
President. Board of Dir. 
Gay Men's Hedm Crisis 

Lost Targe! 

The New Vbrk Times 
New York. NY 10036 
To the Eaton 

Russell Baker seems to 
think that his fellow satirist 
Andy Rooney's six-figure Job 
at CBS Is somehow a ‘right' 
which has been token away 
by a repressive regime at 
CBS. Obviously Mr. Baker 
sees nothing wrong with ver¬ 
bal assaults made on net¬ 
work television against 
oppressed minorities. Or 
against certam minorities. So 
what if the attack was part 
of a large chorus of bigotry 


which often manifests Itself 
violently, such as In recent 
murder on Staten island? 
Even the U.S. Congress has 
recognized. In Its over¬ 
whelming support of the 
hate crimes bill, that antt- 
goy bigotry Is a serious and 
systematic problem In our 
culture. Mr. Rooney yelled 
’Flrel' In an unfortunately 
crowded theater. Some¬ 
times, this bigotry Is 
expressed more subfry. as In 
the Time* Itself, which to the 
Keith Haring obituary the 
same day monoged to 
avoid even mentioning that 
Ihe artist was openly gay. 
CBS News apparently 
understands what Mr. Bcfcer 
and other? of the Time* do 
noh That gory people are no 
longer w«ng to be. nor do 
we deserve to be. the 
bigot's last sodefry accept¬ 
able target. 

Peter Friedman 

Manhattan 



making them wait two and a half month* for a phone, keep people trapped in 
their apartment* for three days while they wait for the phone installer to 
coma. Then refuse to repair the equipment Taka gay man and lesbians to 
court to fight their request to be included in The Yellow Pages. 

Then pull the plug on phone sex lines, which nat you nearty 615 million 
dollars a year, because you think thtft whet's ruining your Image. 

In the gospel words of Anita Ward, you can ring my bell, you shlt-wipes. 
On second thought I'll ring It myself. 


Itfc always there when you need it 




March 4.1990 0UTTWEEK 11 




News 

Two Men Nabbed for 
“Lewdness” in Riis Park 


Charge Police with Lies, Bias 



by John Voolckor 

NEW YORK—Two Brooklyn men arrested in Jacob Riis 
Park in Queens early this month on charges of public lewd¬ 
ness have decided to fight the charges. They allege not 
only that the excuses used by a U S. Park Police Officer to 
approach them was false, but that the officer lied about 
their conduct in his report and while interrogating each of 
them. And, they say, the whole case would not have 
occured in the first place if they had not been gay. 

According to Vincent Ferina, 22, of Bensonhurst, he 
and his boyfriend Joey, 21, who lives in Gravesend, just 
wanted a little ‘romantic* time at the beach after visiting 
with friends earlier on the night of Monday, Feb. 5. At 
11:38 pm (according to the police report), Ferina said he 
and Joey saw a set of headlights approaching their car, 
parked in Lot 3 at Riis Park, which faces the sea on the 
Rockaway Peninsula, south of Brooklyn. 

'..kissing and fondling...' 

From that point on, the events described in the police 
report diverge considerably from the story told by the two 
men—and also from the standard police procedure in such 
a case, as presented to OuiWeek by Lt. Michael Fellner. who 
is patrol lieutenant for the U.S. Park Police at Riis Park. 

According to Fellner, it is standard procedure for pork 
police officers on patrol to inspect any cars in the ‘very 
deserted' area during the winter. However, the report, by 


a Police Officer Irizarry, says the men's brown 
Pontiac was parked “in violation of posted sign.* 
Signs in that particular lot, however, say dear¬ 
ly that the lot doses at midnight and that permit 
parking is In effect only during the summer 
months. Thus neither sign applied at 11:30 pm in 
February. On noting this. Fellner said he would 
have to question Irizarry about this part of his 
report. 

The report continues. ‘Upon approaching 
vchide I observed two male naked subjects kiss¬ 
ing and fondeling [sic] each others bid exposed 
erect penis'sbic].* Here, the two men say flatly 
that the officer is lying, although they cheerfully 
admit they were ‘petting’ with their shirts off. 

But, Ferina said, they were below the car’s 
window line. Invisible from the outside—and, he 
said, the windows were fogged up as well. Still, 
when they saw the headlights, Joey jumped from 
the back seat into the front 

As for the statement they were naked, Ferina just 
laughed. His jeans were tight enough that it would have 
been almost impassible, he said, in the cramped back scat 
of the car. ‘Anyway,* he said, *1 didn’t go to have sex in a 
car,* but that hie had just wanted to spend some time with 
Joey. 

It is this part of Irizarry’s report—-which they say con¬ 
tains flat-out lies— that made the two men so determined to 
press their case. ‘I've never had any criminal charges ever 
in my life," said an angry Ferina, ‘and I’m not about to start 
now just because I was making out with my boyfriend.’ 

Separata questioning 

Once the officer opened the door and ordered them out, 
he frisked them, handcuffed them and called for a second 
officer, who also frisked them. Joey wasn’t allowed to put on 
his shirt despite the freezing weather, Ferina said, although 
Ferina himself was. At no time did cither officer read diem 
their rights, he said, although Lt. Fellner countered that this 
would not be unusual in a lewdness case where ‘extensive 
investigation isn’t required* and there is no intent to question 
the suspects. 

After being taken to the station house, Ferina said, 
Irizarry did read them their rights, and then questioned 
each of them separately. Ferina alleges that Irizarry told 
each that the other had admitted they were having oral 
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sex, in an attempt to force a confession. 'He told 
Joey, 1 assume you were having oral sex.' and he 
told me, 'I thought you were in the 69 position,'" 
Ferina said. 

Fellner said, however, that "for a misde¬ 
meanor offense, normally we wouldn't question 
an arrestee about the incident." Told that the two 
men say they were questioned repeatedly, he said 
he would have to ask Irizarry about that, too. 

During the interrogation, Ferina said, he 
accused Irizarry of antigay bias, saying that they 
wouldn't have been arrested if they'd been a 
straight couple. While Irizarry denied that charge, 
later comments by the officer convinced Ferina 
that in fact antigay bias had contributed to their 
arrest. 

As the two men were being released, Ferina 
said, Irizarry casually advised them they should have 
gooe to another port of the beach which he named, 
which was better known for gay sex. "He told us 
arrested one corrections officer giving a btowjob to 
one there," Ferina said incredulously. "And he said 
been out in the bushes there, it would have been a 
ly different story." 

Released after more than an hour, the pair had 
car service to take them from the station house back 
car. There, Ferina said, they began arguing—until the 
ized that each was accusing the other of the same 
Then they compared notes and realized what had' 



SEASON'S GREETINGS PI 

Sign In ptrkitig lot whoro Fohrvory arrests took p/sc* 


he had 
another 
if we d 


to call a 
to their 


Plmaiag to fight 

The pair plan to contest the charge of public 
lewdness levied against each of them. Neither has paid 
the $100 fine, which would constitute an admission of 
guilt, and each is still waiting to be assigned a date for a 
hearing in U.S. District Court. 

They decided to fight, Ferina said, after talking to sev¬ 
eral friends, who were uniformly outraged at their story and 
the treatment they got. Several friends, both straight and gay, 
Sm LEWDWEtt- m paf • M 


NJ Cops Nix Gay Restroom Racket 


NEW YORK—Following massive publicity in both the 
gay and non-gay news media, the newly-appointed New Jer¬ 
sey State Police Superintendent, Col. Justin J. Ditino, 
announced the termination at the undercover operation at 
the Vince Lombardi Service Area on the New Jersey Turnpike. 
The operation led to the entrapment and arrest of hundreds 
of men on "lewdness* charges Ditino agreed with Lambda 
that "It's kind of repulsive...that the state police should be 
involved in undercover activity to arrest people for (allegedly! 
lewd behavior." He announced that only uniformed troopers 
would be assigned to patrol where necessary. 

Lambda Legal Defense and Education Fund led a 
coalition of gay and civil rights activists and groups 
protesting the undercover operation in which teams of 
plain-clothed officers, who were paid overtime, were sta¬ 
tioned In the restroom, engaged in flirtatious behavior, 


any reciprocal Interest. The expensive operation took 
place over the last three years, and resulted in hundreds 
of arrests. Most people were too intimidated or embar¬ 
rassed to fight the charges. 

While extremely pleased with the new administra¬ 
tion's repudiation of undercover entrapment techniques, 
Lambda staff attorney Evan Wolfson, who is coordinating 
coalition actions, said that the state police needed to take 
additional steps. "Although the operation at Vince Lombar¬ 


di was one of the worst, It was not unique." Wolfson 
remarked. "We have received complaints about similar 
police activities in such localities as Bloomfield, Moots vale 
and Sayreville, to name just a few.’ Wolfson also noted 
complaints of local police abuses against gay people in 
parks, bars and even bookstores, and called upon the Flo- 
rio administration to end all undercover entrapment of gay 
people throughout New Jersey. 

In addition, Lambda is urging the state police to 
implement a program of basic sensitivity training for state 
troopers, designed to counteract ignorance and prejudice 
about the extensive gay and lesbian community in New 
Jersey. Police in New York and Massachusetts, among oth¬ 
ers, have instituted successful programs without difficulty. 

The Lambda-led coalition indudes such groups as the 
American Civil Liberties Union of New Jersey, the Anti- 
Violence Project, as well as local attorneys and other 
activists. The coalition filed a brief docu men ti n g many of 
the abuses and constitutional and legal issues in two indi¬ 
vidual cases on appeal in Superior Court in Bergen Coun¬ 
ty, New Jersey. 

Declared Wolfson, "Police operations like this waste 
valuable resources, lead to serious abuses and destroy the 
gay and non-gay public confidence in law enforcement. 
Gay men and lesbians in New Jersey deserve protection, 
not victimization, by their police." 
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News 


ACT UP Tangles with 
Insurance Industry 


by James Waller 

Employers and insurance compa¬ 
nies that reduce health care benefits 
for illnesses resulting from HTV-infec- 
lion are beginning to suffer pressure 
applied by AIDS activists and gay- 
rights organizations committed to 
mounting campaigns and conducting 


A telephone action orchestrated 
by 21 ACT UP chapters last month 
against Galaxy Carpet Mills of 
Chatsworth. Georgia, resulted In that 
company's agreeing to eliminate a 
clause in its employee health insur¬ 
ance policy that discriminated against 
people with AIDS. 

ACT UP/Atlanta is currently 
involved In negotiations with the 
management of the Peasant Corpora¬ 
tion. which runs a chain of restaurants 
in the Atlanta area, to remove a cap 
on the amount of money its insurance 
policy will pay toward covering medi¬ 
cal expenses for treatment of A1DS- 


Peasant Corporation, which, 
Galaxy, is a self-insurer that does not 
use an outside carrier, has imposed a 
cap of $10,000 on medical treatment 
for AIDS-related conditions. 

According to Chip Rowen of ACT 
UP/Atlanta, ACT UP has threatened 
actions against Peasant Corporation 
unless their discriminatory policy is 
changed by Feb. 28. He said that 
ACT UP has rejected statements made 
by the company executives that the 
cap was imposed only as a matter of 
expediency after the company was 
dropped by a major insurance compa¬ 
ny and that Peasant fully intends to 
take care of* any of its workers who 
foil ill from HIV-related causes. 

Rowen said that Peasant's dis¬ 
criminatory plan was particularly 
offensive because the company was, 
until recently, gay-owned, and that 
Peasant's restaurants employ many 


gay workers and attract a large gay 
clientele. He said that Peasant Corpo¬ 
ration's Atlanta location would enable 
ACT UP to conduct ‘much more 
intensive actions* against the compa¬ 
ny than had been possible in the case 
of Galaxy, which is located in a rather 


remote, rural section of Georgia. 

On a third case, Lambda Legal 
Defense has filed a complaint 
against HAH Music, a Houston, 
Texas-based music store chain and 
music publisher, on behalf of a 
imtmn 


PWA Convicted 
for Spitting 
on Cop 


by David Angar 

MINNEAPOLIS—Madeline 
Rodriquez, a 37-year-old native New 
York woman living with AIDS, was 
found guilty of second degree assault 
by Hennepin County District Judge 
Kevin Burke on Feb. 12. Her case was 
championed by ACT UP (AIDS Coali¬ 
tion to Unleash Power), which hdd a 
demonstration outside Minneapolis’ 
City Hall on her behalf 

Prior to ACT UP's Dec. 8 protest, 
Rodriquez was charged with attempt¬ 
ed murder on Dec. 5 after allegedly 
spitting saliva and blood on a Min¬ 
neapolis police officer during a dis¬ 
pute in her apartment. 

In a plea bargaining agreement 
with the court, charges of first and 
third degree assault were dropped. 
Rodriquez waived her right to a jury 
trial and pleaded guilty to assault in 
the second degree. The negotiation 
resulted In imprisonment being 
waived, and Rodriquez was placed on 
five years probation. 

judge Burke agreed to probation 
on condition that Rodriquez remains 
under supervision of a probation offi¬ 


cer, commits no other crimes, spends 
six days in a Hennepin County Adult 
Detention Center, verifies outpatient 
methadone treatment and verifies 
additional mental health counseling 
with the court. 

Rodriquez was explicitly told that 
she must either continue with 
methadone treatment or enter an 
inpatient treatment center. Judge 
Burke said, *1 don't want you to 
decide that you're going to chuck the 
whole thing, or that you could.* 

Jerod Peterson, Rodriquez's attor¬ 
ney, said she still maintains her inno¬ 
cence. 

On Dec. 1 Rodriquez was hit by 
a Minneapolis police officer who was 
attempting to restrain her son. After 
being struck in the jaw, she began to 
bleed. According to the original court 
complaint filed by attorneys for the 
state, Rodriquez screamed, *1 have 
AIDS and I hope you get it and die, 
motherfucker.* 

Rodriquez disputed the police 
officer's story. At a Dec. 5 court bear¬ 
ing, Rodriquez said, 'Your Honor. I 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL SAFECALL: C212) 337-1210 


NEW YORK TELEPHONE AND 
JESSE HELMS KILL SAFE SEX! 

i* Helms and NYNEX art trying to take away your right to UN aafa, sex-positive 
t phona llnaa. Thay ara proposing naw rules which, If approved, will drive phon 


DEMONSTRATE! 

NEW YORK TELEPHONE 
1095 6th Avenue at 42nd Street 
THURSDAY, MARCH let AT 12i00 NOON 


John J. Kelliher, Secretary 
Now York State 
Public Service Commieeion 
Three Empire State Plaza 
Albany, New York 12223 


New York Telephone (212) 302-9452 
Public Service Commission (518) 474-7146 


CALL 


New York Telephone (212) 395-2552 
Public Service Commission (518) 474-6530 


For updates, call SAFECALL at (212) 337-1210 

8AFECALL la endorsed by Lambda Legal Defense and Education Fund, The New 
York Civil Liberties Union. GMHC. Gav/Lesbian Anti-Violence Project, HEAL, Dial 








News 

Dinkins to House PWAs 
in City Shelters 


by Jam** Walter 

NEW YORK—In a Joint press 
conference held on the steps of dry 
hall last Tuesday morning, representa¬ 
tives of 23 AIDS service and homeless 
advocacy organizations expressed 
their dismay over what they see as a 
dramatic and troubling about-face on 
the port of Mayor David Dinkins. 

Their outrage focuses on the imple¬ 
mentation of a plan, similar to one 
developed during the Koch administra¬ 
tion and opposed by then-Manhattan 
Borough President Dinkins, to place 
HIV-ill homeless people who do not 
meet strict criteria for other housing in 
‘special care units* of city shelters 

Dinkins announced late on Tues¬ 
day that he intends to move ahead with 
the implementation of the program. In 
letters written to then-mayor Koch in 
1968 and 1969. Dinkins had expressed 
strong objections to the earlier shelter- 
based plan, saying that ‘any facility 
accommodating more than 50 PWAs 
would be harmful to I their! physical and 
psychological health' and that ‘no 
amount of offsetting social services 
could overcome’ this. 

In the statement released last 
week, Dinkins said the pilot program 
be supports represents a ‘substantial 
revision' of the Koch proposal and that 
it incorporates ‘special safeguards...to 
ensure enhanced care for those who 
will be participating in the program.* 

The first special care unit has been 
planned for the Bellevue Men's Shelter 
at First Avenue and East 29th Street, 
where a segregated wing has been set 
aside to accommodate 560 medically 
frail people. One hundred beds in that 
wing are designated for HIV-infected 
men who do not meet the Centers for 
Disease Control definition of AIDS 
and/or who are not so sick that they 
cannot bathe or toilet themselves 

The Dinkins plan calls for the 
physical rehabilitation of the entire 


Bellevue shelter as a 925-bed ‘special 
needs’ facility that will house physi¬ 
cally and mentally disabled persons. 
According to Dinkins' statement, the 
special needs program's opening will 
be delayed for four months until ren¬ 
ovation is complete. 

According to some press-confer¬ 
ence participants, the Bellevue unit has 
already begun operation, though only 
two HIV-ill people have been assigned 
to it. Norbert Bissinger, a member of 
the shelter’s advisory council, said that 
70 beds are currently being held empty 
for eventual occupancy by HIV-ill peo¬ 
ple and that, in the meantime, the shel¬ 
ter is being forced to turn away about 
50 men each night, directing them to 
other city-run shelters. The shelter's 
advisory council is among the groups 
opposing the mayor's plan. 

Participants in the press confer¬ 
ence argued that consigning homeless 
PWAs to city shelters endangers those 
persons' health, safety and privacy, is 
more expensive than alternative plans 
involving scattered-site housing for 
PWAs, and sets a disturbing precedent 
that betrays Dinkins’ stated commit¬ 
ment to provide adequate services for 
homeless people who are HIV-ill. 
Advocates estimate that there are now 
10,000 homeless people with HIV-fdat- 
ed illness in New York City — a figure 
they expea to rise to 30,000 by 1992. 

Jeffrey Braff. executive director of 
the Gay Men's Health Crisis, enumerat¬ 
ed the many complaints about condi¬ 
tions in city shelters that homeless 
PWAs have brought to GMHG Echoing 
other participants' contention that most 
homeless PWAs will opt to live on the 
streets and in subway stations if city 
shelters are their only alternative, Braff 
said that it was unclear ‘what access 
HIV-infected people will have to social 
service programs" if they refuse place¬ 
ment in shelters and that the plan, by 
forcing people to drop out of the city's 


network, will put an unfair additional 
burden on GMHC and other private 
AIDS service agencies. 

Virginia Shubert, who directs the 
AIDS Project of the Coalition for the 
Homeless and who spoke at Tues¬ 
day’s gathering, told Out Week that her 
group has sent a letter to the mayor's 
office containing several alternate 
remedies to provide some immediate 
relief of the growing problem posed 
by homeless PWAs. 

First, said Shubert. *we want the 
city’s Department of AIDS Services to 
expand its case management services 
to all HIV-infected homeless people. 
This is required to get them the advo¬ 
cacy they need.* 

Shubert said that homeless PWAs 
need Information and help in expedit¬ 
ing their application for the rental assis¬ 
tance funds provided by the dty and in 
searching for the market housing that 
that assistance makes possible. The 
Coalition for the Homeless also wants 
the dty to guarantee reimbu r seme n t of 
die rental ‘bridge’ loans now offered by 
several advocacy groups to homeless 
PWAs who need immediate financial 
assistance when signing leases. 

Most importantly, all of the groups 
r epres ent ed at Tuesday's press confer¬ 
ence are pressing the dty to immediate¬ 
ly issue requests for proposals for 
unlimited scattered-site housing pro¬ 
grams for homeless PWAs, These RFPs, 
according to Shubert, have been on 
hold for more than a year. 

Shubert said that the Coalition for 
the Homeless already runs one such 
program, which has been very suc¬ 
cessful. She said that she has found 
that landlords are very eager to rent 
to the not-for-profit agencies that 
would administer the dty- and state- 
funded scattered site programs. 

Joining the others gathered on dty 
hall’s steps on Tuesday morning was 

sm pwa mam « pp m 
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New AmFAR 
Exec Battles U.S. 
Border Bigots 


by James Waller 

NEW YORK—The American 
Foundation for AIDS Research 
(AmFAR) has announced the appoint¬ 
ment of William Flanagan, formaly a 
law professor at Montreal’s McGill 
University, to serve as the organiza¬ 
tion’s new director of public policy. 


the pharmaceutical companies must 
hdp us build die critical mass necessary 
to perform research properly. AmFAR 
cant do it alone,’ Flanagan said. 

During his first month with 
AmFAR, Flanagan worked with a 
coalition of gay and other civil-rights 
groups to put together what he calls a 
’consensus document’ whose aim 
is to change the way HIV-infected 
travelers are treated by the U.S. 
Immigration and Naturalization 
Service (INS). 

Federal law currently forbids 
foreigners with HIV infection 
from travel in the United States 
unless their passports carry a spe¬ 
cial stamp identifying their HIV¬ 
positive status. 

This statute is proving partic¬ 
ularly troublesome to AmFAR and 
the other groups sponsoring the 
Sixth International Conference on 
AIDS scheduled to be held in San 
COMMUNITY-BASED POUCYDIRECTOR Frtnd *£ dui^ l^June of thb 
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have announced their intention to 



Flanagan, who is gay, has been on 
the job with AmFAR for about five 
weeks. In a telephone interview with 
OutVReek, he listed his goals in the new 
position as being, first, to build up and 
give direction to AmFAR's public policy 
department, which, he says, has been 
without a director for a long time. 

Secondly, Flanagan said, he secs 
the need for AmFAR to press more 
strongly for adequate federal and pri¬ 
vate funding for the nationwide net¬ 
work of the more than 40 
community-based clinical trial groups 
(CBCTGs) with which AmFAR is asso¬ 
ciated. CBCTGs provide venues for 
testing experimental therapies for HIV 
infection and AIDS-related illnesses. 

"We need to get the message to 
MAID [the National Institute for Allergy 
and Infectious Diseases! that they and 


boycott the conference unless these 
travel restrictions are lifted. 

Changing the law under which 
the INS operates will require an act of 
Congress. AmFAR, says Flanagan, is 
working with a number of Washing¬ 
ton, D.C.-based lobbying groups to 
get Congress to remove HIV infection 
from the INS list of ‘dangerous conta¬ 
gious’ diseases. But. he said, that will 
involve a long, hard fight. 

In the meantime, AmFAR b hop¬ 
ing that the coalition-drafted docu¬ 
ment, which has been sent to the INS, 
will alter the way in which INS agents 
deal with travelers they suspect may 
be HIV-infected. Although the regula¬ 
tion requiring travelers who apply for 
U.S. visas to state their HIV status will 
Sm AMFAR oa pat* M 
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News 


Fed’s Anti-Gay Security 
Clearance Upheld 


by Arthurs. Laotian! 

A three-judge panel of the Ninth 
Orcult Court of Appeals in San Brands- 
co ruled unanimously Feb. 2 that the 
U.S. Defense Industrial Security Clear¬ 
ance Office (DISCO) may single out 
gay security clearance applicants for 
special investigations. The ruling 
reversed a 1987 decision by District 
Judge Thehon Henderson, which held 
that the special investigation process 
violated the Constitution by unjustifi¬ 
ably discriminating on the basis of sex¬ 
ual orientation. 

The lawsuit was brought by High 
Tech Gays, an organization of gays 
employed in high technology occupa¬ 
tions, and three individuals who had 
been subjected to the special investiga¬ 
tion procedure. 

DISCO claims that gays with access 
to sensitive information may be vulnera¬ 
ble to blackmail by foreign agents, so 
that a special investigation of their 
lifestyle is necessary to determine 
whether they should be given such 

High Tech Gays asserts that an 
applicant's sexual orientation is not a 
sufficient ground for initiating such an 
investigation, and condemns DISCO's 
practice of relying on memberships in 
gay organizations as a basis for deter¬ 
mining whom to investigate. 

In his 1987 decision, Judge Hender¬ 
son found that government policies 
which discriminate against gay people 


is relatively light 

The Supreme Court has never ruled 
on whether homosexuality is a "suspect" 
classification. But Judge Henderson 
ruled in 1987 that homosexuality is at 
least a "quasi-suspect" classification, and 
that the reasons DISCO gave for singling 
out gay applicants for security clearances 
<fed not meet (he burden of justification. 
The Ninth Circuit panel disagreed. 

Wring for the pond, Judge Melvin 
Brunctti, who was appointed by Presi¬ 
dent Ronald Reagan, said that the 1986 
Supreme Court decision in the Bowen 
vs Hardwick Georgia sodomy case, 
made dear that gays are entitled to no 
special protection from discrimination. 

Traditionally, courts have deter¬ 
mined whether a classification is "sus¬ 
pect" by looking for indications that 
prejudice is at work. Judge Brunctti 
focused on a three-pan test that is fre¬ 
quently used has the classification tra¬ 
ditionally been used to discriminate?; is 
the classification based on an innate or 
immutable characteristic (such as color 
or sex)?; and are the people harmed by 
the classification unable to participate 
effectively in the legislative process? 

The Ninth Circuit concluded that 


only the first test was met but that gays 
flunked the other two tests: 

"Homosexuality is not an immutable 
characteristic; it is behavioral and hence 
is fundamentally different from traits such 
as race, gender, or alienage, which define 
already existing suspect and quasi-sus¬ 
pect desses," he wrote. 

"Moreover, legislatures have 
addressed and continue to address the 
discrimination suffered by homosexuals 
on account of their sexual orientation 
through the passage of antidiscrimina¬ 
tion legislator. Thus, homosexuals ate 
not without political power." 

Richard Gayer, the attorney for 
High Tech Gays, has already filed a 
petition to have the foil Ninth Circuit 
reconsider this decision. 

"The court's opinion, although it 
reads well to the uninitiated, is really a 
result-oriented decision,* Gayer charges 
They decided they were going to nde 
in favor of the Defense Depa r tment, and 
they had to bend over backwards to do 
It* 

One of the fallacies he points out b 
that the court misapplied the third test. 
While it is true that many dties and two 

St* ANTV6AV FIDS on paa* 17 


ROTC to remain 
at Madison 


require a high burden of justification 
from the government When treatment is 
unequal based on classifications which 
are considered suspect, such as race, the 
government policy receives stria scruti¬ 
ny. Some classifications, such as sex. 
have been held to be "quasMuspect" by 
the Supreme Court, meaning that the 
government also faces a heightened bur¬ 
den in ^isifying them. If a classification 
b neither "suspect" nor "quasnsuspcct," 
the government's burden of justification 


by David Aug* 

MADISON, Wisconsin—University 
of Wisconsin administrators refused to 
laminate the Reserve Officer Training 
Corps (ROTO program on campus 
when its Board of Regents accepted a 
recommendation Feb. 2 which allows 
ROTC to remain on campus. 

On Dec 4, 1989, the UWversity of 
Wbconsin-Madison Faculty Senate vexed 
386 to 248 In favor of a motion calling 


for the termination of ROTC programs 
by May, 1993. unless ROTC included 
lesbians and gay men. The proposal 
was forwarded to Donru Shalaia, Uni¬ 
versity of Wisoorvsin-Madieon chancellor, 
and Kenneth Shaw, University of Wis¬ 
consin System President. 

"Such action would reinforce the 
message that we are not debating the 
mails of the military, but rather the 
right to freedom from discrimination,* 
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said Shalala regarding formulating a 
concerted lobbying effort. ‘After 
weeks of consultation on this issue 
with those in our campus community, 
state leaders, alumni and supporters 
across the country, we have been per¬ 
suaded that a vote on whether or not 
to sever this campus' ROTC contracts 
would, in the end, hinder our effective¬ 
ness in working with Congress and the 
military on this issue.* 

Facility and students working for 
change were disappointed by the 
administration's decision. Jordan 
Marsh, a Madison student, said the 
bottom line for Shalala was money. 
Democrats and Republicans in the 
Wisconsin legislature as well as Repub¬ 
lican Governor Tommy Thompson 
pressured Shalala to keep ROTC on 
campus despite the presence of a 
statewide lesbian and gay rights bill. 

Efcle Bolley, Democratic Wisconsin 
state Representative and chair od the 
Veterans and Military Affairs, sent a letter 
to Shalala threatening to mandate the 
university to keep ROTC on campus. 
Conservative Republican State Senator 
Michael Ellis wrote a letter to Shalala 
complaining that kicking ROTC off cam¬ 
pus because of lesbian and gay discrimi¬ 
nation would make Madison the ‘San 
Francisco of the midwest.' 

And according to Brian Elliot, a 
research analyst for the Congressional 
Veterans and Military Affairs Committee, 
legislators wete afraid that affirming the 
faculty's action would endanger future 
defense contracts and military posts in 
Wisconsin. Elliot said Wisconsin policy¬ 
makers are vigorously lobbying 
Congress and the Department of 
Defense to build a Joint Readiness Train¬ 
ing Center in Wisconsin, which could 
bring a great deal of money to the state. 

University and legislative officials 
were careful not to appear homopho¬ 
bic. Joseph Elder, a Madison faculty 
member who introduced the original 
motion, aaid that If officials were 
homophobic they did « good Job in 
disguising any anti-gay sentiments. 
But Jim McFarland, an openly gay 
Republican member of Madison * city 
council, said homophobic attitudes 
within ROTC fueled recruits’ opposi¬ 
tion to termination. Capital Tima, 
Madison's dally newspaper, quoted 
ROTC students opposed to lesbian 


and gay inclusion. 

•Homophobia is present in our 
society given that there Is a much 
greater disgust with discrimination on 
the basis of race or religion rather than 
sexual orientation,' said Elder. 

On the national scene, Sue Hyde, 
daector of the National Gay and Lesbian 
Task Feme's Mlitary Freedom Project, said 
the university's reluctance to go forward 
wth establishing a deadline indkates that 
k b still acceptable to daaiminaae against 
lesbians and gay men. 

‘Since Shaw and Shalala recom¬ 


mended that the University of Wisconsin 
coordinate a program to change military 
discrimination, we extend to them a 
hearty welcome to the gay and lesbian 
military freedom lobby," said Hyde. 

As in the past. University of Wis¬ 
consin-Madisor. has been at the fore¬ 
front of social change. Campuses 
throughout the United States, from 
Northwestern to Harvard, are debat¬ 
ing ROTC's discriminatory policy. 
University of Iowa’s law school 
recently voted to ban ROTC programs 
from meeting at the law school. ▼ 
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Out Takes 


Female 
gulls turn 
to each 
other 

Recent research on various kinds 
of sea gulls shows that female gulls 
choose each other as mates when 
males are in short supply. 

Sex-ratio imbalance in gull 
colonies occurs when females set out 
on their own to found new colonies 
or when males have been feminized* 


by environmental pollution and can¬ 
not breed. 

The ‘lesbian* sea gull phe¬ 
nomenon has been studied extensive¬ 
ly in the past 15 years by several 
California academics, including 
George Hunt at the University of Cali¬ 
fornia at Irvine and Michael Fry at the 
Davis campus of the same university. 

*lt shows up in newly-founded 
colonies or in places where there is a 
lot of agriculture,* Hunt explained. 
"With new colonies die situation is that 
females tend to disperse more than 
males and there can be excess females 
in a new colony. For want of a better 
partner, they pair off together.* 


The female-paired gulls “have the 
freedom to go elsewhere, but for 
whatever reason they don't,* Hunt 
said. They are not forced to stay at a 
particular Island to breed there, but 
they do.* 

A major study of lesbian gulls 
was conducted on Santa Barbara 
Island, In the Channel Islands off 
Southern California. Researchers 
found that 15 percent of female west¬ 
ern gulls had same-sex mates, laying 
eggs in the same nest and defending 
the nest as a couple. 

"It’s impossible for a single gull to 
lay eggs and be successful because 
gulls will eat gull eggs,* explained Fry. 


LOS ANGELES—Ovsr 1,000 AIDS activists and protastars 
against U S. policy in Central America gathered at the opulent 
Century Pleza Hotel the evening of February 6, greeting Presi¬ 
dent George Bush, California Governor George Deukmejian and 
U.S. Senator Pete Wilson (R-Celrf.) with chanting, whistle-blow¬ 
ing and a stink bomb. Bush end Deukmejian were attending ■ 
fundraising dinner for Wilson, who is running for governor in 
the wake of Deukmejian's departure from office. The protest 


Phottr.TJ.Utt 

was billed as an effort to ‘Stop G.O.P. Death Squads' in the U.S. 
end Central America. 

One hotal guest hung t banner from his balcony reading, 
'Bush KOI* People With AIDS, Women end Central Americans' 
Eight people were arrested at the protest, which was 
organized by ACT UP/Los Angeles and Days of Decision, a 
coalition of local groups opposed to U.S. intervention in Central 
America. 
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*A second gull has to defend the nest 
so they can switch off in incubation. 
The females defend the nest as normal 
gulls would. They are smaller but 
fairly aggressive.' 

Hunt says the female pairs retain 
female behaviors, including 'soliciting 
courtship feeding with the (character¬ 
istic] head-tossing directed at each 
other.* Male gulls regurgitate food to 
help females in egg production. 

■Neither partner in the female 
pairs consistently shows masculine 
behavior,* Hunt said. 'Both resemble 
females in Intruder issues and are sig¬ 
nificantly different from males. We 
rejected the hypothesis that female- 
female pairing is the adoption of a 
male role by either partner or an 
extreme female role by one member.* 

Researchers have observed a 
small amount of female mounting 
behavior, but accourding to Hunt, it is 
uncommon. The female gets on the 
back of the other bird and they go 
through all the behavior you'd expea 
a male to, except they seem mbori- 
ented and instead of facing forward 
they might stand lacing sideways or 
something,* he said. 

The female-paired gulls 'obvious¬ 
ly* breed with males, researchers 
point out, “but we don't know much 
about where they get fertilized,' Hunt 
said. 'Sometimes nests are close 
together and there can be one male 
with several females.* 

Although the most common envi¬ 
ronment for female pairing is newly- 
founded colonies, the phenomenon 
also occurs in established colonies 
where males have been 'feminized* 
by chemical pollutants. 

Such scenarios were most com¬ 
mon In the 1960s and 70s, researchers 
aay, and may well be the result of 
PCB, DDE and the pesticide Mir ex 

'There are pieces of evidence 
that DDE gets transformed by one 
organism to another as it goes 
through the biochemical cydcs of the 
animal—and some of those are estro¬ 
gen analogs—and this can lead to a 
feminization of male tissue,* Hunt 
explained. 

The phenomenon has been 
observed among gulls in Lake 
Ontario, Puget Sound and elsewhere. 
Female-female pairing in general has 


also been seen in Oregon, Lake Supe¬ 
rior and elsewhere in Washington 
State. —Rex Wockncr 

Gay/lesbian 
Arab group 
branches 
out 

WASHINGTON—The Gay and 
Lesbian Arabic Society (GLAS) of the 
U.S.—the first such group in the 
world, including the Middle East—Is 
looking for members and other peo¬ 
ple interested in gay Arab issues. 

Formed In the nation’s capital 
more than a year ago, GLAS currently 
reports dozens of members around 
the country. The group is open to 
gays and lesbians of Arabic origin or 
descent, and their supporters. To 
accomodate increasing West Coast 
interest, GLAS has recently opened a 
San Francisco chapter. 

•GLAS provides Arab men and 
women with a support network and 
vehicle for gay Arab visibility,' said 
Ramzi Zakhar la, GLAS founder and 
co-leader, in a prepared press state¬ 
ment. *We reach out to gay Arabs 
and build a group identity that, for 
the most part, does net exist.* 

But perhaps most important, said 
Zakharta, is he work GLAS undertakes 
to dispel stereotypes about Arab*. 

*We advocate a positive image of 
Arabs in the gay and lesbian commu¬ 
nity,* said Zakharia, a Palestinian 
born and raised In Lebanon. *We 
attempt to change negative stereo¬ 
types, such as the 'sultan' image, that 
some people have of us. We also 
educate the straight Arab community 
about gay and lesbian issues.' 

GLAS will participate in the Sec¬ 
ond Annual Arab AIDS Conference In 
Cairo this March. Most recently, 
GLAS has worked with Al Jsdwal, the 
newsletter of the American Arab Anti- 
Discrimination Committee, to publish 
information about fighting AIDS in 
the Arab community. 

For more information on GLAS 
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News 

Group Formed To Combat 
Phone Sex Ban 


by Andrew Miller 

NEW YORK—In response to 
attempts by New York Telephone to 
restrict access to adult phone services, 
commonly known as the phone sex 
lines, SAFE CALL, an organization of 



FOR WHOM THE BEU. TOLLS 
Dome at the phone company 


members of many of the state's top 
AIDS, gay and civil liberties groups, 
has formed. On Wednesday, the day 
after It was constituted. SAFE CALL 
held a demonstration outside the 
offices of New York Telephone, dis¬ 
tributing information on the proposed 
ban to phone company workers 
entering the building. 

A second demonstration is 
planned for Thursday, March I at 12 
noon outside the building at 1095 
Sixth Avenue near 42nd Street 

The group was formed in reaction 
to a proposal by New York Telephone 
to change its tariffs, or rules, concern¬ 
ing access to and billing for the Infor¬ 
mation Providers (IPs), as the adult 
phone service operators are called. 
Industry analysts contend that the pro¬ 
posed tariff changes would drive the 
IPs out of business in New York. 


Those tariff changes must be 
approved by the Public Service Com¬ 
mission (PSO before they take effect 
If approved in their present form, 
many phone sex lines would cease 
operations on March 21. 

The tariffs were inspired by a 
new federal law, sponsored by Sen. 
Jesse Helms (R-N.C) and passed last 
November, severely restricting access 
to phone sex and making it a crime to 
provide the means for obscene con¬ 
versations on the telephone for profit. 

Groups and individuals involved 
in forming SAFE CALL had several 
reasons for opposing the ban on 
phone sex. AIDS advocates are con¬ 
cerned because phone sex is widely 
viewed in the AIDS community as a 
form of safe sex. It is feared that a 
ban on that form of sexual expression 
could lead, in some cases, to a rise in 
unsafe sex. 

Civil libertarians view the bon as 
an assault on First Amendment right 
of free speech. Gay and lesbian rights 
groups were angered at what they 
view as an attack on a vital form of 
communication and assembly for 
gays. And gay and lesbian journalists, 
editors and publishers were con¬ 
cerned about the future of their publi¬ 
cations, many of which are heavily 
dependent on advertising revenues 
from the phone sex companies. 

Lawyers for SAFE CALL stressed 
that the first line of defense against 
the bon was to convince the PSC to 
turn down the new tariff proposals, 
and many gay, AIDS and civil liberties 
groups sent letters and briefs to the 
PSC outlining their reasons for oppos¬ 
ing the bon. 

Ron Vachon, Director of the New 
York City Office of Gay and Lesbian 
Health Concerns, wrote to the PSC 
that, ‘One of the most severe obsta¬ 
cles faced by AIDS educators is reach¬ 
ing men who have sex with men, but 


do not affiliate with the gay commu¬ 
nity, and consequently, frequently 
deny that they are at risk for AIDS. 
For that group, telephone sex is a 
way to connect with other men .with¬ 
out the risk of contracting AIDS.* 

Additional letters were sent by 
Gay Men s Health Crisis, ACT UP, 
Lambda Legal Defense and Education 
Fund, The New York Civil Liberties 
Union, Gay and Lesbian Alliance 
Against Defamation (GLAAD), HEAL 
(a holistic healing group) and numer¬ 
ous other groups. 

Mark Barnes, head of the New 
York State Department of Health AIDS 
Policy Board, issued a statement say¬ 
ing. in part, *1 fear that to put up bars 
to safer sex will result in the unneces¬ 
sary spread of HIV in New York State, 
and If that is the result it would be 
appalling. It would be particularly 
appalling if this occurs because of 
actions taken by New York State itself.* 

Lawyers for SAFE CALL are also 
preparing a challenge to the ban 
should the PSC approve the new tariffs. 

A further legal challenge is being 
discussed nationally by lawyers for a 
broad consortium of groups opposed 
to the Helms law on constitutional 
grounds. A similar law passed in 1988. 
which mandated an outright ban on 
phone sex, was declared unconstitu¬ 
tional by the Supreme Court last fall. 
The new Helms law was designed to 
overcome the Court's objections by 
regulating phone sex out of business 
but not banning it outright. 

SAFE CALL was endorsed by 
Lambda, the New York Civil Liberties 
Union, GLAAD, the Gay and Lesbian 
Anti-Violence Project. Northern Lights 
Alternative, FAIRPAC, the Minority 
AIDS Task Force, HEAL, Body Posi¬ 
tive, the AIDS Center of Queens 
County, the Gay Cable Network, the 
New York Native, OutWeek magazine 
and Dial Information Services. ▼ 
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New York Journal 


Hentoff = Homophobia 


by Gabriel Rotallo 

Poor Nat Hentoff. Imagine sorting 
off life as a respected lefty writer and 
commentator, and then degenerating into 
a two-faced right wing creep, a poor 
man's William F. Buckley. Ending up an 
embarrassing fag basher 

Formerty loyal readers now writhe 
as Nat tries to cultivate a pseudo-progres¬ 
sive persona while dishing out drek Anita 
Bryant and Jesse Heims would serve up 
themselves. In this respect he mimics for¬ 
mer Mayor Ed Koch, who also claimed to 
be a liberal even as he defended police 
murder and indeed racism. Both 
men seem to think that their 
twisted contradictions lift them 
intellectual miles above col¬ 
leagues who are mired in a dog¬ 
matism which they pretend to 
have surpassed 

But the truth is that both are 
essentially right wing sexists and 
homophobes without the 
courage of their convictions, 
emotionally wedded to neo-con¬ 
servative schlock while apparent¬ 
ly ruing the freedom and 
rebellion of their long lost youth. 

Hentoff is now a full-fledged 
embarrassment at the Village 
Voice. The latest sad chapter in 
his protracted decline was last week's 
column, •Silence - Black and Hispanic 
Deaths.’ In It he decries the detestable 
tendency of the mainstream press, 
induding the Vfctat to ignore the spread 
of AIDS in communities of color. So far, 
great But homo-hating Nat couldn't stop 
there, because homophobes are never 
content to discuss society's bankrupt 
approach to AIDS without pointing their 
finger at the inevitable super-villkans of 
the crisis, namely gays. Or, in Nat's load¬ 
ed, coded phrase, "gay white males.' 

Social hatred of gays has always 
marginalized us whatever our color or 
sex, but that marginalization is taking on 
new dimensions in the hands of fake lib¬ 
erals like Hentoff. With overt homopho¬ 
bia no longer acceptable in lfoeral aides, 
Hentoff links •gay' with the oppressive 


code -white male* and bingo, he has a 
new legitimate target of literal hatred. 

Now, if queers of any color or sex 
participate in a demonstration against 
contact tracing, they are all selfish 'white 
men* ignoring the priorities of people of 
odor. If fogs or dykes dare to protest 
some asshole putting us in concentration 
camps, bingo, we re insensitive “white 
male* racists foiling to do our duty to 
advocate for those “hardest hit* by AIDS, 
namely anybody but us. (It would proba¬ 
bly surprise my dozens of dead “gay 


among those “hardest hr by AIDS.) 

The unspoken assumption of 
Henfoffhn homophobes is that gay prior¬ 
ities and gay lives arc not valuable lives, 
and that if gays want resped we have an 
obligation to place our priartics, and our 
lives, below those of people more “legiti¬ 
mate* than we. We’ve always been 
expected to fed guilty being gay. Now, if 
we refuse to cringe and accept that guilt 
because of traditional reasons like old- 
fashioned homophobia, we must learn to 
fed guilty because we're white or male, 
(even though many in the forefront of 
groups like ACT UP or GMHC are nei¬ 
ther, a fact homophobic Hentoff conve¬ 
niently ignores) 

Debra Fraser-Howze, executive 
director of the Black Leadership Coalition 
on AIDS, put it very succinctly on a 


recent segment of PUS'S Tbe Iltb Hour. 
Explaining to Tom Stoddard and me that 
she had “compassion* for gays with 
AIDS, she nevertheless fdt compelled to 
explain (he vital difference between gays 
and Blacks with the disease. “We have 
to say,* she had to say, “that when we 
look at this disease (among Blacks], this 
disease affects women, children, there¬ 
fore families and the propagation of gen¬ 
erations for our community.* Such a 
point, that there is a vital difference in 


very definition of homophobia. It’s 
unspeakably rsuking to our community. 
It presupposes the inherent worthless¬ 
ness of homosexuals because we (sup¬ 
posedly) don’t reproduce. 

Now add to that Nat's concept that 
we're all additionally guilty because of 
the myth that we're all “white males,* 
and you have a potent emotional brew 
for neo-homophobes like Hentoff. who 
cant get away with traditional homopho¬ 
bia (it isn't cod) but have no trouble 
bashing gays if you attach to us the 
oppressor-code “white males.* 

Hentoff made some incredible state¬ 
ments that could only be expected from 
someone who foiled to interview a single 
“gay* for his inflammatory piece. (Why 
would anyone want to interview those 
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'gay white male' oppressors, right?) My 
personal favorite was his quoting of Fras- 
er-Hcrwze as saying that during the Myers 
fiasco she never saw ‘in the pages of 
OurWaak any acknowledgement that the 
Bbck community has a role to play wth 
regards to AIDS.’ She obviously didn’t 
read this magazine during the period in 
question. But it’s also worthwhile to 
point out that throughout those tad days, 
editors and reporters at OuMfM desper¬ 
ately attempted to interview Fraser- 
Howze to get her views on those very 
questions. I would conservatively esti¬ 
mate that we called her office $0 times. 
She never took, or returned, a stage call. 
Hcntcff, net surprisingly, wasn't intoest- 
ed in this inconvenient truth. 

Another mindboggier is Nat's con¬ 
tinual recitation of the 'gay whir male’ 
mantra in his piece (seven mentions In 
one page), without once mention*^ the 
participation of people of odor in the 
activist fight against AIDS. Without men¬ 
tioning the Majority Action Committee of 
ACT UP, which consists primarily of peo¬ 
ple of color and was at the forefront of 
the fight against Myers Without mention¬ 
ing groups like GMHC and the PWA 
Coalition’s outreach to people of odor 
and their pioneering efforts at coalition 
building, efforts which were severely set 
back when people like Praser-Howze 
brushed aside gay outrage over Myers’ 
homophobia. Without mentioning the 
bet that every single piece of literature 
printed by ACT UP Is now required by 
ACT UP’S constitution to be translated 
into Spanish, in an effort to outreach to 
those in the Latino community who don’t 
read English. Without mentioning the 
numerous articles about minority com¬ 
munity AIDS and women's health in jour¬ 
nals like OurVtefc 

Without questioning people like 
Fraser-Howze as to why they don't join 
their sisters and brothers in the AIDS 
activist movement and start marching and 
demonstrating, instead of complaining 
that the* activities get eclipsed by those 
willing to put the* bodies on the line to 
fight AIDS. Without questioning people 
like Fraser-Howie as to why so few 
members of the* organizations are peo¬ 
ple actually infected with HIV, or people 
with ARC or AIDS, a participation that 
would give a sense of urgency to the* 
activities and which might drive them 
into the streets. Without questioning Fras- 


er-Howze as to why she points the finger 
of neglect at OutWsak. a gay publication, 
and not at the AmsMrxiam News and the 
CftySun, which shamelessly ignore the 
epidemic in the* midst. 

Yet Hentoff, Is his transparently 
disingenuous way. sates, 'It's not only 
much of the press and gay white males, 
of course, who largely ignore the dying 
people of color. So [does! the govern¬ 
ment..' Gee, thanks, NaL First you totally 
ignore everything our community has 
done to build bridges with and assist 
other affected groups, and then, enlight¬ 
ened thinker that you are, you allow that 
doing nothing Is not only the bull of gay 
uiHte males. How big and llxral of you. 

Everything about Hentoff recks of 
this homophobic bias, a bias that should 
be out of place In a paper that datans a 
huge gay and lesbian readership. Hentoff 
writes of 'grim' ACT UP demos, of gays 
who 'claimed to be speaking on behalf 
of everyooe' with AIDS, of 'ACT UP 
and .others. .acting only out of self-inter¬ 
est,' of gays demonstrating *for the* own 
goals, lflce no contract tracing.' 

He accepts Fraser-Howzc’s correct 
assertion that *havfog an Impact on AIDS 
policies is no longer the franchise of the 
gay whtae world,' he tells us chat minori¬ 
ty AIDS communtaies have 'different pri¬ 
orities' and then he accepts, without 
gagging, that those AIDS priorities are 
things like 'dental health’ and 'lead 
point,’ traditional concerns of health care 
advocates but concerns that have nothing 
to do with AIDS. 

He doesn’t question why the head 
of the Bbck Leadership Commission on 
AIDS, when asked about exactly what's 
different about her AIDS priorities, 
changes the subject and starts to talk 
about lead paint. But then why would he 
question it? The point isn’t to be rational. 
The point is to bash queers Or rather, 
excuse me, 'gay white males.* 

Nat Hentoff is a menace to the truth 
about AIDS. His incendiary homophobia 
is designed for no other purpose than to 
find a new way to bfame the very people 
most trying to win the fight against AIDS. 
His is the goal of Jerry Palwril and Jesse 
Heims in disguise. Gay and lesbian read¬ 
ers of the viOagt Vote* should keep this 
in mind as they plunk down the* weekly 
dollar, Musto, Goldstein, MrJtowfa, Ire¬ 
land, Solomon, Indiana, «r al notwith¬ 
standing. ▼ 
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Scott Robert Johnson 

Scott Robert Johnson, bom In 1958, 
died In San Pnncisco on January 17. Soon 

I hm grew up In Mas- 

H aachusetts. He had 

beautiful deep 
brown eyes and an 
I. n infectious grin. Scott 
1 lived in San Prands- 
J co In the early 
V ' 1980s, and in New 

York from 1984 to 
a| 1988.1 met Scott the 
' jm night of the har- 
monic convergence 
in August 1987 and 
we rapidly became 
doee friends. Scott was impulsive, bold, 
generous and fun to be around. He was 
an artist, self-taught and on the verge of 
becoming very good. In fill 1987 a previ¬ 
ously asymptomatic HIV infection became 
serious. New York City had very Utde to 
offer Scon in the winter of 1988. He sur¬ 
vived two bouts of PCP in Massachusetts 
Giving with his parents) and drove across 
the country in summer 1988 with Dan 
Kane, his lover from earlier in the 1988s. 
They lived together In San Ftandsco for 
the next year and a half. Scott was stable 
for a time. He had trouble penetrating 
S.F.'s overburdened health care system 
und he got MAI. Later he also got CMV, 
but k stabilized with DHPG He still paint¬ 
ed at times. In fell 1989. he developed a 
wasting syndrome. On New Year's Eve of 
1990 he framed a painting. I saw him last 
on January 3. He said, 1 hope 1 aee you 
again.’ The nest day I flew bock east, and 
he died two weeks later. I have a lot of 
powerful memories of Scott. One Is when 
he dropped In on a very cold February 
night in 1988. He unfurled his paintings 
like maps. They were covered with lines 
and color, like Paul Klee's or Kandinsky's, 
his simple designs trembled between ab¬ 
straction and suggestions of dreams or 
parables I am sorry Scott wont be able to 
explore the territory he was beginning to 
map out in his work. 1 loved Scoti. He 
was the reason I became an AIDS activist 
Thanks to Dan Kane, who provided 
Scott with boundless love and support in 
die last two years. —Mark Harrington 


Bill Sherwood. 
Parting Glances Director 

Bill Sherwood, screenwriter and film¬ 
maker, died February 10 from complica¬ 
tions related to AIDS. He was 37. Sher¬ 
wood was wrier and director of the 1986 
independent feature. Parting Glances, 
perhaps the best and certainly the most 
widely seen movie about the lives of New 
York gay men in the 1980s. 

Sherwood was bom in Washington, 


D C, and grew up in Battle Creek, Mich. 
After receiving his high school degree 
from the renowned Interlochen Arts 
Academy, he came to New York in 1970 
on a scholarship from the Julliard School, 
where he studied composition under the 
tutelage of Elliot Carter. 

Unhappy with the limited world of 
academic composition, Sherwood left Jul¬ 
liard in 1972 and soon found a new pas¬ 
sion in the film program at Hunter Col¬ 
lege. He began making short films, 
earned a degree in film production in 
1978, attended U3.Cs graduate film pro¬ 
gram and began working at a series of 
fobs on the fringes of the entertainment 
business, including editing trailers and di¬ 
recting music videos. 

He continued to make his own films 
and work on original, feature -length 
screenplays. In 1982, his short, avant- 
garde Variations on a Sentence by Proust 
was selected for WNETs Independent 
Focus series and won awards at the Lon¬ 
don International and other film festivals. 
One of his two completed screenplays 
was optioned but never produced. Sher¬ 
wood then conceived Parting Glances as 
sn Independent project he could himself 
direct, raising the necessary funds largely 
from friends. The film opened the New 
York Gay Film Festival in early 1986 and 
started its long theatrical run shortly there¬ 
after. Most reviewers lauded the film, and 
k found an immediate audience, speaking 
directly to many New York gay men in a 
way previously unheard of in commercial 
cinema, k was a sharp, funny, deeply felt 
movie with an imptict awareness of the 
•issues’—coming out, separatism, mono¬ 
gamy, AIDS—but not tied to a political 
agenda. Sherwood made k dear he wasn't 
painting a grand panorama of all gay life 
in New York, nor making a sweeping 
statement on the AIDS epidemic, and he 
intentionally set limitations on his story. 
The movie takes place in one 24-hour pe¬ 
riod and depicts only those people whose 
lives are Interwoven with the three main 
characters—young. Upper West Side gay 
men, one with AIDS. 

The way 1 work as a filmmaker is 
that the gayness is assumed,’ Sherwood 
said in an interview published in the re¬ 
vised edition of Vko Russo s Tbe Celluloid 
Closet ’Instead of starting out wkh some 
passionate cause or wanting to make a 
noble gay film, I just wanted to make a 
film. Period.’ According to a friend, 
Sherwood didn't know he was HIV-posi¬ 
tive while he was making the film, *but he 
was afraid he might be. Making the film 
was one way of dealing with his fear.’ 

The feet that Sherwood was able to 
raise the money to make the movie at all 
was a tremendous act of artiskic determi¬ 
nation. And that such a celebration of gay 
lives was well received, even in the hin¬ 


terlands, was a tremendous political and 
aesthetic victory. Parting Glances cer¬ 
tainly made Sherwood's talents known to 
the mainstream film industry. In recent 
years, he look on a number of script-de¬ 
velopment. rewriting and directing assign¬ 
ments, including work for Columbia Pic¬ 
tures and the Samuel Goidwyn Company. 
He struggled to get his own project off the 
ground, an original screenplay called 
Sounds Like This, which he had taken to a 
Sundance Institute workshop in 1988, but 
a deal never materialized That and Sher¬ 
wood's other remaining screenplays are 
still in search of producers. 

Whatever legacy may yet emerge 
from the work he left unfinished, Sher¬ 
wood set a high standard for gay male 
narrative filmmaking, now or in the fu¬ 
ture. Hcs vision will be deeply missed; his 
masterpiece will be long cherished 
—Brace C. Steele 

Clarke Taylor 
1943-1990 

Clarice Taylor, director of The Names 
Project/New York and founding member 
of AmFAR, died of AIDS in New York Cky 
on January 5, after a long and courageous 


Clarice was a man of tremendous ac¬ 
complishments and high ideals. His life 
and work were 
il^^P guided by a social 
.^^.^Band political con- 

■ soousness that was 
, Jj£^^LB|h''rmcd early 

the Religxius 

I B '■ 

P Quakers He was a 

conscientious ob- 
' y I Wa jector and anti-war 

. activist In the 1960s 

■ - , 'and continued 
B vUUnu working on behalf 
of nudear disarmament, racial and sexual 
equality and gay rights through the next 
two decades. 

Clarke was also a teacher of English 
and drama, a distinguished journalist, 
with over 2,000 interviews, features and 
news stories on New York theater, film 
and television for the far Angeles Timer, 
San Francisco Chronicle, Philadelphia 
Inquirer and New York’s Daily News. In 
1977, he wrote a New York magazine 
cover story on gay power' that marked a 
media breakthrough on the subject 

Clarke was already diagnosed with 
AIDS himself when he served as the di¬ 
rector of The Names Project/New York in 
1988. He was also a committed and pro¬ 
ductive member of ACT UP, as well as a 
writer and adviser for The AIDS Quarter¬ 
ly, a television series produced by WGBH 
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(PBS) in Boston. Their January 31 seg¬ 
ment will be dedicated to him. 

Having recited Clarke’s resume, 1 
want to say that 1 cared a great deal 
about him, as did his many other loyal 
and caring friends. Although he and 1 
met through Joe Sonnabend three years 
ago and had worked together in ACT 
UP, it was during the PWA Coalition's fis¬ 
cal crisis in December, 1988 that we be¬ 
came dose. In response to my appeal to 
help at an ACT UP meeting, Clarke put 
the coalition in touch with DIFFA, In 
time for us to receive a sizable grant 
from them. Although he wasn’t feeling 
well and was actually developing toxo¬ 
plasmosis through that Christmas, he put 
serious thought into what the coalition 
could do to improve its financial status. 

Following the toxo illness, Clarke 
developed CMV retinitis and crypt ococ- 
cal meningitis in rapid succession. His 
K.S. also progressed. In between, he 
came to an ACT UP meeting with flow¬ 
ers for my birthday and shared cham¬ 
pagne with me when I passed my 
boards. I ran over to his apartment 
often, to check his blood pressure or re¬ 
assure him about some new symptom. 
Stephen and Clinton cooked for him 
and drove him to the doctor; other good 
friends took him to the country, to din¬ 
ner, to the movies. And lifelong friend, 
Lynn, talked to him on the phone late in 
the lonely night. 

Clarke got tired. 

In many ways, he chose a life of 
solitude. As Clarke’s friends try now to 
piece together a total picture of him 
from our individual fragments, we find 
ourselves learning more about him from 
each other than we could have from 
him directly. But In spite of his seem¬ 
ingly solitary struggle, we did not let 
him die alone. 

It was imoossible to discuss 
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with Clarke; there was simply no entree. 
But I did once laughingly tell him I loved 
him when he was being exasperating 
about some medical issue. Just for a mo¬ 
ment, he smiled. And I’m very glad for 
that now. 

A memorial service will be held on 
March 3. 1990 at the Friends Meeting 
House, 15 Rutherford Place, at 3 pm. 

—Suzanne Phillips, M.D. 
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Los Angeles Journal 


Do Progressives Make the Best 

Homophobes?—//js/cte the Tlkkun Conference 
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by Doug Sadownick 

He had bicep* and the inner light—and the kind of punk 
doo that makes our LA. gay boys look like Axl Rose fans. He 
wanted to chat with me about the difficulties of “being cool and 
Jewish in the 90s.* I said I'd do my best to help out I know a 
euphemism when I see one. 

This fateful meeting took place on Jan. 20 at UCLA, where 
a progressive Jewish conference was in high gear. It was orga¬ 
nised by an alternative mag called 7tt tun, a neurotic-Jewish- 
Northem-Californian cross between Mother Jones and October. I 
didn't come to this lefty conference, or to LA. for chat matter, 
expecting such Juxtapositions. But here they were, as oddly LA. 
as the wet -suited Hi] ter Youths and refugee vatos from El Sal¬ 
vador found hanging-ten on the same Venice surf. 

You laugh. But it takes a certain native New Yorker to feel 
like a native in LA. No one follows any real rules of protocol in 
this megacrackpolis and that makes enormous sense to anyone 
raised on a bad block in New York City Even the 1,800 liberal 
Hebes gathered at UCLA to assail Israeli Occupation and create a 
political alternative to the American Jewish right knew they had 
few styles in common. 

So I fek at home debating with the Splnoaas-foMhc-90# while 
cruising far the blest In Jewish white trash, happy that, far once, 
being simultaneously and profoundly gay and Jewish was not so 
logically Inconsistent I always resented Judaism for taking my 
body away from me and honored my homodotn far giving it back. 
So, although I had io« track of “Aid* in my throng of panelists, I 
made a promise to myself to track him down before the weekend 
was over. 

For all of to pretensions, the conference did impress with to 
aD-encompassing social vision and lack of leftist cynicism Super-Jew 
and ex-hippie Michael Lemer, the editor of Tlkkun, criticized the 
notion of the rainbow coalition that speaks only to oppressed 
groups and lambasted the failings of the Democrats with the same 


gusto with which he assailed Republican ca pitalis m: “Every year 30 
million children die of hunger worldwide as a consequence of our 
current system* 

Angered by the Left's reckless attacks on Itself and its conde¬ 
scension to the masses, jealous of the Right's monopoly on patriotic 

that was based on the English translation of his magazine's tide—to 
mend, repair and transform the world. Its a vision that relies on 
Judaism's prophetic traditions rather than to power-hungry 80s 
legacy (represented by archenemy Commentary) Vs an outlook 
that's shaped by (he infusion of women Rabbis into progre ss ive 
Judaism as well as the way in which feminism has moved secular 
and religious thinking away from to emphasis on macho-man tran¬ 
scendence to goddess-like immanence and compassion. 

Lemer; Betty Friedan, Peter Gabel and Rabbi Laura Getter all 
dared Jews to once a^ln take a leading role in multicultural partici¬ 
pation. “It is the refusal to accept the world as given, articulated in 
the prophetic call for transformation that has fueled the radical 
underpinning of Jewish Life. The great Idol smashers, Karl Man 
and Sigmund Freud, articulated a fundamentally Jewish aensMity 
at the very moment that they developed a unfversalistic perspec¬ 
tive,* said Lemer. He added “It is impossible to stay true to Jewish 
tradition without working to repair and transform the situation for 
Palestinians.' 

In the panels that followed, most speakers also included 
gay and lesbian and AIDS issues In their calls for such a “neo- 
coropassionism.' “Freedom from slavery means freedom to help 
the oppressed, Including those fighting AIDS.* said Rabbi Getter 

But actions speak louder than words. No openly gay or les¬ 
bian speaker addressed the general body. And although there 
were two panels germane to gays and lesbians—’AIDS and the 
Jewish World* and ’Lesbian and Gay Identity and the Jewish 
Vbdd*—there was no openly gay or lesbian Jewish speaker on the 
AIDS paneL No access was given to people with AIDS. Tedd 
Siegel, Tikkun associate publisher and an openly gay man, found 
himself “appalled at yet another instance of progressive Jewish 
homophobia.* He had wrested control of these panels from Lemer 
a few weeks earlier. But it was too late to radkaily transform them, 
as it were 

To hear straight Los Angeles City Attorney David Schubnan 
moderate the discussion on AIDS and daim that there was “no con¬ 
certed effort on the port of the Jews to fight AIDS,’ was not only 
ignorant as far as SicgaJ was concerned, but insulting I made ft 
dear that if Ac point at this c o nferen c e was to revive the so-called 
“prophetic tradition* in Jewish thinking, then gay* and lesbians were 
leading the way. Wfc had our own contemporary rcb in the figure 
of Larry Kramer as well as in the women and men of ACT UP. 

When I was a member of ACT UP/NY there were plenty of Ykk 
fired by a historical legacy of hauling injustice. Now, in LA., noisy 
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n * part of ACT UP/LA cfcpropor- 


lion of U La land Isn't (he mooo Sflence * 
Death partly inspired by the world alienee 
that accompanied (he holocaust? Isnt ACT 
UP just the example of pk 


a organizing the TQdcunen 

aspire to? 

But thia heated discussion took 
place separate from the general body ple¬ 
naries. The same ghettoization took 
place the next day when LA. lesbian 
Rabbi Dennis Eiger moderated a discus¬ 
sion on gay Jews being Twice blessed* as 
opposed so being Twice oppressed’ As 
the only openly lesbian rabbi ordained by 
the reform movement, and one of three 
female rabbis in Southern California, why 
wasn't she ghen an opportunity to speak 
lo non-gays and lesbians? 

•The hypocrisy of the Tikkun 
framers is evident,* said Siegal. *Wte have 
■d fight It* 

Oppression is ugly stuff, but it can 


to nearly 100 during the weekend as word 
got around that piasedoff fags and dykes 
were hanging out for meals, drafting angry 
fetters to TMtun, plotting ways to threaten 
the TQtkunen to make good on their calls 
for pluralism, interr u pt in g panda to make 
our point, cornering Lemer in the hallway 
to make our anger known to him. Yea, 
outraged lesbian and gay Jews valued the 
politics of Tikkun too much to walk out of 
the conference But writer Robin Podolsky 
struck a chord when she said that Terrier's 
fetish for family values needed some 
reconstruction work.* Our involvement in 
ACT UP had aught us that gay people 
aren't just responsible for ourselves, but 
also for the world Such musing not only 
segues into Lemer's, but could also teach 
him a thing or two. 

Al the last meeting, I saw AxL He 
was eager to contribute to the actions 
planned against synagogues not addressing 
AIDS, but made nervous by the predictable 
ogling he attracted. He slipped me his 
number, before slipping out of the meet¬ 
ing, forgetting to take his Peace Now but¬ 
ton. I smiled. Martin Buber speaks of 
knowing one's Jewishness by sensing a 
community running through your blood 
When you're hot-blooded to begin with, 
only (he goddess knows how many com¬ 
munities you're capable of carrying around 
inside, and how much trouble-making 
such contemporary alchemy can inspire. ▼ 
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Living with AIDS 


New-speak and Sexual Politics 
in the Midst of a Plague 


by Stuart Edelson 

L ately, I've been making my 
rounds of HIV seminars. The 
last one I attended was for 
the purpose of defining and eroticizing 
'safer sex.* It was organized by the 
Gay Men’s Health Crisis (GMHC) and 
took place at The Lesbian and Gay 
Community Services Center. 

For several hours, I was one of 
about 80 gay men, of every type and 
persuasion, who were asked to ex¬ 
press feelings about sex and to play 
games designed to reorient us to safer 
practices. Besides giving the grimly as¬ 
sembled an opportunity to giggle a bit 
(something of inestimable value, these 
days), I didn't fed much else was ac¬ 
complished. What I did come away 
with was the shocking impression that 
stereotypical attitudes continue to pre¬ 
vail to the detriment of us all. 

Despite the diversity of people pre¬ 
sent, the evening was geared exclusively 
towards anonymous, promiscuous "gay- 
male-sex-as-usual* illustrating that, de¬ 
spite all the horror that's taken place, 
there has been no serious attempt to re¬ 
think the gay-defining "party-line " We 
gays are still seen to acquire our identi¬ 
ties by being other than the classic het¬ 
erosexual modd, Le. romantically in love 
and married, something useful to many 
ki the early 1970s, but of highly question¬ 
able value today. 

In an age in which the pleasure 
principle and casual sex with multiple 
partners should be disc red i ted as the rea¬ 
son HIV has advanced throughout the 
community, the leader of the safer sex 
seminar implied that the product he was 


Tb* opinions txprtsstd in ibis col¬ 
umn art them of tbt author and art not 
tnttndtd to bt guidtHnasfor safrr mx 


sdling, sex with condoms, required no 
radical alteration of one's sexual habits, 
however many men they involved 

Practices now described as 'safer' 
were, a while ago, called 'safe.' I won¬ 
der what the next qualifying term will 
be? And, can we afford this sexual new- 
speak at a time of crisis? The fact is that 
much of what is referred to as 'safer 
sex’ comprises common sense. A con¬ 
dom is, after all, merely a micro- 
thin piece of highly destructible 
plastic, a hell-of-a-thing to hang 
one's very life on. It's only homy 
desperation in us that lends any 
credence to a belief that you can 
have intercourse with it on and 
be safe—pardon me—'safer.' 

Much of what's advocated isn't, at 
all, safer but highly dangerous to, 
at least, the uninfected and, prob¬ 
ably, everybody. 

At the core of this decep¬ 
tion is the patronizing feeling, 
among health strategists, that 
gay men are too weak-willed, childish, 
stupid or sick-in-the-head to be ex¬ 
pected to act sensibly after sharing all 
the known facts, as brutal as they are. 
Fear of alienating people with the trau¬ 
matizing truth has kept the discussion 
of HIV much lower-key than one 
might expect when dealing with a life- 
threatening disease. Logic alone dic¬ 
tates that until we have more informa¬ 
tion. there are practices, like anal sex. 
that should be entirely abandoned. If 
the people responsible for disseminat¬ 
ing information about HIV to high risk 
groups believe that anything useful 
will be accomplished by cajoling us 
into doing something 'safer* rather 
than nothing, they are, themselves, in a 
state of denial. Both incomplete pre¬ 
cautions and no precautions at all can 
lead down the road to HIV. 

The task confronting health edu¬ 


cators is formidable, to be sure. I have 
grave personal doubt about the effec¬ 
tiveness of HIV education among cer¬ 
tain people, whatever form it takes. 
These doubts stem from more than an 
acknowledgement of the consuming 
nature of the sex drive in men. The 
above-mentioned litany of cretinous 


expediency inherent in closeted sex 
will be the reason (Le. doing it on the 
sly, where and when putting a rubber 
on isn’t always practicable). 

Other factors make it difficult con¬ 
vincing people to do the right thing. 
Danger in pursuit of sex isn’t exactly 
new to gay men. Many of us have al¬ 
ways taken risks, not only to our reputa¬ 
tions but to life and limb itself, to get-k- 
on with our fellow man. For some, risk 
fulfills either self-destructive tendencies 
or, for complex reasons, constitutes an 
important part of the thrill. There is 
sadly, in spite of a feeling of community 
that’s developed out of the HIV emer¬ 
gency, hardly a consensus of caring 
among men (not all 'gay") who have sex 
with other men. Many stigma-centered 
devils inhabit our psyebes-under-siege. 
That terrible self-loathing and guilt that 
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risky sexual practices. For others, the 
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characterized past generations seems to 
have resurfaced, if it ever truly disap¬ 
peared. Can we realistically hope that 
concern for the safety of a stranger, for 
whom we may feel ambivalence, will 
significantly motivate ‘safer sex 5 ' I, for 
one. cant forget that, over the years, a 
large part of my gay-life experience in¬ 
cluded encounters with men who either 
wanted to hurt me, or used me appli¬ 
ance-like. There will always be deaf 
ears to truths and calls for caution, no 
matter bow forthright 

But the people who showed up at 
that seminar the ether night and the ma¬ 
jority of gays, are intelligent, motivated 
and possessing the sober maturity that 
only tenor creates. We needed to know 
the truth with which to make informed 
decisions about how to live our lives, as 
folly as possible, under circumstances 
that promise to be with us for the forsee- 
able future. There was no place that 
evening for misinformation, half truths, 
denial and wishful thinking. That's what 
we chose to leave behind when we ven¬ 
tured out of our houses. 

When these experts talked about 
the safety of deep and prolonged 
‘French* kissing, for instance (a form 
of exchanging bodily fluids), they cited 
the ‘fact’ that there isn't evidence of 
one case of transmission of HIV by this 
method. The assertion ignores die re¬ 
ality that the whole study is still in its 
infancy and subject to frequent revi¬ 
sion. They went on to insist that the 
small amount of HIV found in saliva 
would require swallowing anywhere 
from a large beaker to a swimming 
pool foil of it to infect anyone. Even if 
I could forget that we're talking about 
microbes, and that one needn't be ex¬ 
posed to more than a few or, theoreti¬ 
cally, ooe in order to become infected, 

I would have to remind us that saliva 
is only the largest part of what inhabits 
our mouths. One needn't suffer from 
chronically bleeding gums for there to 
be small amounts of blood present at 
any given time, particularly when 
there's sucking and thrusting going on 
between two impassioned mouths. 

Credentials, truckloads of expensive 
printed pamphlets and the best intentions 
in the world do not. alone, create credi¬ 
bility and trust. The professionals advis¬ 
ing us have the obligation to go beyond 


the latest ‘data* and employ some com- us. without apology, to err on the side of 
man sense. The two-minute life span of EXTREME caution? No French kissing, 
HIV, out of solution, may be a comfort no anal-genital or oral/gertlcal/anal sex. 
with regard to casual contact, but it is a with or without a condom, fellas, until 
substantial length of time when the further notice! When one's life is at 
human tongue is licking the body during stake, nopillcanbetoobigortoo bitter 
sex. The advice, "on me, not in me.’ to swallow. Until there’s an HIV vaedne 
may not always be as safe as it's made to and a cute, the good old days of unlimit- 
sound. And if forms of ‘safer sex* are ed sexual practices must be relegated to 
potentially dangerous, engaging in them fond memory, 
with many men will endanger many men. Now is the time to fulfill 

When will the-powws-that-be feel promise of liberation—to open up 
we are sufficiently grown-up to appred- definition of what to a man. With 
ate the seriousness of the situation we must come a nurturing of the many 
find ourselves in, so that they can advise Sm uvmg wrm AlOS oa hi 

TAKE 
THIS 
SIMPLE 
AIDS 
TEST: 

□ I want a fighting chance 

□ I don’t 

H you want a lighting chance, here s some good news: 

New treatments are available to improve your chances ol lighting AIDS. 

But the key to elective treatment is to start wen before symptoms appear. 

That s why you should take a test to see il you have the WV (AIDS) virus. 

For more information on testing, call your doctor or call us st 718-485-3111. 
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Political Science 


Assaulting HIV: 

Protease inhibitors take new route of attack 


by Mark Harrington 

All over the world new drugs are 
emerging with novel and powerful ac¬ 
tivity against HIV In the test tube. Al¬ 
most nowhere in the world are they 
being tested in humans. Before these 
new drugs can enter clinical trials, 
groups like the U.S. AIDS Clinical Tri¬ 
als Group, which is backed up for 
months with drugs from 1987 and 
1988, will have to decide how to prior¬ 
itize new drugs along with older ones 
it has not yet tested. 

One group of drugs showing labo¬ 
ratory promise, but yet to be tested on 
PWAs, are protease inhibitors. And, 
taking a different avenue of attack than 
ACT, they may prove highly effective. 

HIV’s genetic sequence programs 
host ceils to make 


act on HIV’s life cycle after it has al¬ 
ready commandeered host cell opera¬ 
tions. What happens first is that, when 
stimulated by certain chemical signals, 
HIV in the cell nucleus makes new 
copies of its core RNA, and the key 
viral proteins—reverse transcriptase 
and protease— and the other particles 
which make up the viral core and en¬ 
velope. Protease is essential for HIV to 
mature. It slices protein precursors into 
their final form. If it cannot slice the 
protein precursors, virus particles are 
produced, but they are not infectious. 

Because protease is smaller than 
reverse transcriptase, its structure is 
easier for molecular biologists to deter¬ 
mine. Since the genetic sequence of 
the protease gene is known, re¬ 
searchers could determine the amino 


tional pieces. Luckily for the drug 
seekers, protease is very similar to a 
human protein called renin, which is 
involved in causing high blood pres¬ 
sure. The two proteins have similar 
structure and work in similar ways. 

Researchers at companies like Up¬ 
john. Merck and Smith-Kline Beecham 
have spent years looking for renin in¬ 
hibitors, and what they learned helped 
them discover substances that, in the 
test tube, inhibit HIV’s protease. These 
substances are small molecules railed 
peptides. 

There has been some confusion 
about peptides. For example, at a hear¬ 
ing last month in Washington, some¬ 
one was overheard saying ‘Candace 
Pert discovered that peptides are active 
against HIV.* A peptide is any protein 
with less than 50 


Each protein is 
vital for viral 
replication. Re¬ 
verse transcrip¬ 
tase (RT) is the 
protein which 
ACT, ddC and ddl 
inhibit. When 
HIV Invades a 
cell, RT copies 
the viral RNA into 
a DNA copy and 
inserts this DNA into the host cell. 

Thus the effectiveness of ACT and 
all similar nucleoside analogues is lim¬ 
ited to an early stage of the virus’ inter¬ 
action with the host cell— before the 
virus is integrated into DNA. ACT in¬ 
hibits new infection of cells, but has 
no Impact on virus production from 
cells that are already infected. And by 
the time a person becomes symptomat¬ 
ic, millions of cells In the body already 
contain HIV’s genetic instructions. 
This explains why ACT can only slow, 
but not stop, HIV’s progression. 

But there are other proteins which 


There are proteins which 
act on HIV's life cycle 
after it has already com¬ 
mandeered host cell op¬ 
erations. 


amino acids. 
Candace Pert dis¬ 
covered one 


add sequence of protease. All proteins 
are composed of up to 20 amino acids. 
How they are attached in sequence de¬ 
termines their structure, which, in turn, 
determines their function. Using X-ray 
crystallography and supercomputers, 
researchers at several pharmaceutical 
companies and the National Cancer In¬ 
stitute (NCI) discovered the three-di¬ 
mensional structure of protease. 

Protease is a smalt symmetrical 
protein. It looks like two open hands 
joined at the wrist. When the tips of 
the fingers come together, they snip 
virus precursor proteins into their func- 


T, which showed 
possible anti-HIV 
activity in the test 
tube. There are 
billions of possi¬ 
ble peptides, and 
only a tiny frac- 
tion of them will 
be useful as anti- 

HIV agents. 

In Nature on January 4, 1990, re¬ 
searchers from Smith-Kline and French 
Laboratories in Pennsylvania published 
a paper showing that they had found 
four compounds which inhibited HTV 
protease in test tube cultures. 1 Three 
weeks later, a rival team from Upjohn 
published their findings in Science, a 
small molecule called U-81749 inhibit¬ 
ed HIV replication in cell cultures. 2 U- 
81749 is only eight amino acids long 
(by contrast, recombinant CD4 is about 
400 amino adds long—much too large 
to penetrate the blood-brain barrier). 


36 OUTTWEEK March 4.1990 




Bui there are two potential prob¬ 
lems. Rrn of all, small peptide chains like 
U-81749 and the Smith-Kline compounds 
most likely are rapidly degraded in the 
body. This may limit or eliminate their 
activity. Secondly, if the protease in¬ 
hibitors are not specific to HIV, they may 
inhibit renin, leading to a loss of blood 
pressure and subsequent death. 

Therefore, to be successful, an 
anti-protease drug has to have a long 
half-life in the body, to penetrate in¬ 
fected cells and cross the blood-brain 
barrier, and inhibit only HIV protease, 
and not human molecules. 

There may be such a speefk com¬ 
pound available. Two weeks ago, ACT 
UP’s Jim Elgo met with Waijan Soo, 
M.D., Director of Anti-Viral Research at 
Hoffman-LaRoche. According to Soo, 
who is deeply involved in research 
with ddC and other anti-HIV drugs, 
Hoffman-LaRoche has developed a 
group of protease inhibitors which 
block HIV infectivity but leave human 
protease enzymes alone. 1 2 3 Dr. Soo told 
Eigo that one protease inhibitor may 
be ready for testing in humans later in 
1990. 

The only question is who will 
test them. T 

1. Meed, T.D. el al, ‘Inhibition of 
HIV-1 protease in infected T-lympho- 
cytes by synthetic peptide analogues." 
Nature Mi. 1.4.90, pp. 90-92. 

2. McQuade, T,J. et aL. "A Synthet¬ 
ic HIV-1 Protease Inhibitor with Antivi¬ 
ral Activity Arrests HIV-Like Particle 
Maturation.* Science 247, 1.26.90, pp. 
454-456. 

3. Palca, J. "Shooting at a New 
HIV Target." Science 247, 1.26.90, p. 
410. 
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peas of maleness that have been ignored 
as completely by our sexual revolution as 
by the Marine Corps. I'm a man and 
there's more to me than fucking. 

The answer to the current dilemma, 
for many, of whether to be edibate or sex¬ 
ual. may have to take the form of letting 
Queen Victoria and not the Marquis de 
Sade be our guide. Back in the old gal’s 
day, when a bit of stocking was something 
shocking, the simplest things were hot, 
and love could move mountains! ▼ 
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Anal Waits, lassuivs. 

Hemorrhoids 

treated in minutes 

with Lasers 


■ Call for a FREE CONSULTATION with a Male or Female Board 
Certified Surgeon or Gastroenterologist 

■ We successfully treat all rectal problems with LASERS in our 
modem offices—without surgery. Eve. & Sat. appointments avail. 

■ Laser Benefits: No Painl No Bieedingl Fast return to normal 
activities. No hospital stay. 

■ Insurance plans accepted. 

Laser Medical Assoc. 

Jeffrey E. Levlgne, M.D. 

Fellow Intemetiocud College of Surgeom 
OFFICES: UPTOWN: 7 East 68th St.. N.Y.C. 
DOWNTOWN: 67 Breed St. N.Y.C. 

QUEENS: 23-91 Bell Btvd., Beyelde. 

53-19 32nd Ave, Wooda.de 
NASSAU: 633 Northern Blvd., Great Neck 
WESTCHESTER: 697 Central Ave., Scandals 

Call: 1 -800-MD-TUSCH 
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GLAAD 

TIDINGS 


GLAAD Tiding* is a program of the 6ay 
and Loibian Alliance Against Da- 
tarnation. For more information about the 
material in this week’s column, or about 
GLAAD, cal (212) 986-1700. 


D id he or didn’t he? Only 

Andy Rooney and re¬ 
porter Chris Bull know for 
sure. But virtually everybody’s miss¬ 
ing the point. 

By now you surely know that 
Andy Rooney has been suspended for 
three months by CBS for making bigot¬ 
ed public comments. What you may not 
know, particularly if you live outside of 
Los Angeles and New York, where the 
media did a marginally better job of re¬ 
porting the story, is that he was sus¬ 
pended just as much for his recent 
string of anti-gay remarks as for his re¬ 
ported racist remark. CBS officials con¬ 
firm that it was the cumulative impact 
of the remarks that forced CBS’s hand. 

The biggest issue to come from this 
series of events—aside from the 
Rooney suspension itself—is how dra¬ 
matically biased against gays media 
coverage of the story was. Bon cm line; 
One racist remark by Rooney, which he 
denies making, was covered immedi¬ 
ately by virtually every media outlet in 
the country. A series of completely 
undisputed anti-gay remarks and the 
gay community's protests got a big 


media yawn (except, to be fair, in the 
Los Angela Tima, USA Today and 7V 
Guide and on Entertainment Tonight). 
This is a dramatic double standard. 

I and GLAAD want to make it very 
dean if Rooney made the racist remark 
attributed to him, and, for various rea¬ 
sons, we think he probably did, then 
he would have properly been sus¬ 
pended for that remark alone. As Tbe 
New York Tima phrased the point in 
its intimitable style, the remark went 
beyond the limit of civil public 
discourse. To put it bluntly, the remark 
was disgusting. 

But we also think that Rooney 
should have been suspended several 
weeks earlier for his anti-gay remarks 
alone. Some outlets have repeated the 
malicious and medically incorrect com¬ 
ment made by Rooney on hb TV special 
that AIDS is caused by homosexual 
unions—rather than transmitted but un¬ 
safe sex, straight or gay. Most have com¬ 
pletely failed to report that he also said 
in his syndicated column that he 
wouldn’t want to spend much time in a 
small room with a homosexual, and in 
so-called letters of apology that he be¬ 
lieves that homosexuals are suffering 
from a trauma disorder and that their 
sex acts are repugnant Going a step fur¬ 
ther, he has proudly proclaimed that he 
simply doesn’t care what experts like 
the American Psychiatric Association 
think about homosexuality—he knows 
what he thinks and that's good enough. 

When the racist remark finally got 
the media's attention, this organiza¬ 
tion spent days informing re¬ 
porters—or reminding them—that 
there was a gay context to the suspen¬ 
sion. Some of them included the in¬ 
formation in their stories; others, like 
the UPI reporter, said that it was irrel¬ 
evant and unimportant. 

It was clearly not irrelevant. Many 
people are understandably mystified 


the basis of a single comment that is In 
dispute. But, of course, if they knew 
the facts—that he wasn’t suspended 
for that remark alone—they wouldn’t 
be so confused. 

Calling the gay element of the story 
unimportant is worse, and reveals 
what's really going on here. The media 
and society at large do not think that 
public insults of lesbians and gay men 
are important because they do not think 
that lesbians and gay men are impor¬ 
tant They do not care that an environ¬ 
ment where homophobic insults are 
considered acceptable is an environ¬ 
ment that causes psychological damage 
and physical damage to gay people. 
They refuse to see the connection be¬ 
tween the public acceptability of homo¬ 
phobia and the epidemic of violence 
against lesbians and gay men that is oc¬ 
curring as I write and you read this col¬ 
umn. They refuse to see the connection 
between the public acceptability of ho¬ 
mophobia and the fact that lesbian and 
gay teenagers are two to three times 
more likely than other adolescents to 
attempt suicide. 

The connections are real and indis¬ 
putable and horrible. And the 
media—particularly when they are not 
only ignorant about gay issues, but mili- 
tantly and proudly ignorant—bear a 
large share of the blame. 

There are so many people to write 
to on this issue, it's hard to choose. But 
we suggest two. 

First, write to United Press Interna¬ 
tional and tdl them what you think of 
their staff person's opinion that public 
insults directed at lesbians and gay 
men by a major television personality 
are not news. 

Write to; Nina Baker, Editor, Finan¬ 
cial and Media News, United Press In¬ 
ternational, New York, NY 10001. 

Please note that Ms. Baker is not 
the only person we spoke to, but is in 
charge of the relevant department. 

Then write to CBS, which is receiv¬ 
ing a lot of negative response to the 
suspension. Tell them you support the 
suspension, but also that it should have 
happened weeks earlier. 

Write to-. David Burke, President, 
CBS News, 524 West 57th Street, New 
York. NY 10019- Or call CBS: (212) 
975-3247. —Craig Davidson 


that CBS would suspend Rooney on 
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Top Woman 

Urvashi Vaid at the Helm of the 
National Gay and Lesbian Task Force 


It wasn’t too long ago that political insiders 
thought Urvashi Vaid would be the last person to 
take over as executive director at the National Gay 
and Lesbian Task Force (NGLTF) in D.C. At the 
time it was no small secret that NGLTF was a slick, 
shirt-and-tie act. Jeff Levi, thought by many to be a 
comparatively conservative operator, was running 
the show. 

And Vaid? Well, she was a hard-core activist. A 
screamer. A yeller. An organizer. A rad. 

Even as media director at the task force, under 
Levi, she immersed herself in publicity work for 
ACT UP’s and ACT NOW’S massive Food and Drug 
Administration civil disobedience. She had even 
helped organize the Supreme Court action in 1987 
on the weekend of the gay pride march, and had 
been involved in countless other D.C. actions. 

A few years before, Vaid was in Boston getting 
her law degree from Northeastern, writing for Gay 
Community News and marching, screaming and 
waving banners for over a dozen organizations— 
from Lesbian and Gay Pride to Boston’s Take Back 
the Night to Lesbians United in Non-Nuclear 
Action. And in college, at Vassar, she had been 
fighting for women’s rights and organizing in the 
South African divestment movement 

At one point she even played bass in a rock 


band. And no, not just a rock band, but a punk 
rock band. And no, not just one but three (Dead 
Produce, Lezzie-Faire and Church Bizarre). 

How then did Vaid, with all of her wonderfully 
resistant, defiant and radical posturing, get picked 
by the board of directors of NGLTF, which, like 
most boards of directors acts like...well...a board 
of directors? 

Perhaps it was because she had brought a 
much needed sense of urgency and an intensity of 
thought to NGLTF during her years as media direc¬ 
tor. Or maybe they got attached to her relaxed, 
accessible style. Of course, she had also learned 
how to play the politician during a brief stint prac¬ 
ticing law at the ACLU in Washington before join¬ 
ing NGLTF. Whatever the reasons, not long after 
Levi announced his plans to leave the organization 
(he soon became a lobbyist for Gay Men’s Health 
Crisis), Vaid was named executive director last 
August. Though it surprised many, others had 
expected that she’d get the job. Irv, as friends call 
her, just gets things. 

And now, after a full and eventful eight 
months as director, Out Weeks Washington corre¬ 
spondent, CUFF O’NEILL, talks with Vaid about 
NGLTF, gay and lesbian politics and what we can 
expect in die future. 
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Of Urvashi Vaid, 

new executive director at the National 
Gay and Lesbian Task Force [NGTLFl, 
one wag half-jolongly asked, Ts she as 
intense as she looks in her pictures?* 
When told about the comment, Vald 
laughs, but quickly gets bade to the busi¬ 
ness at hand. Intensely. 

*1 identify the most as a community 
organizer,* she comments offhandedly, 
concisely defining her view of political wok 
in two words. And from her history as an 
activist and her vision for the future of the 
group she has run since August, k shows. 

tNGLTF] worlds] in a lot of communi¬ 
ties where there are not a lot of politically 
out' people and strong gay organizations,* 
die explains, "And one of the things we're 
trying to do is to actually organize 
jtatewide gay and lesbian organizations. 
It's the missing link in our movement: the 
lack of a strong statewide organization that 
is, in essence, a mini version of the task 
force in every single state.* 

And without that sort of cooperation 
between the Washington-based task force 
and gay and lesbian activists on the local 
level, victory on a federal level will be 
that much more difficult. "We’re saying 
We cant operate In Washington without 
you. We cant go to the delegation from 
Alabama and lobby effectively if we cant 
bock up that lobbying with 50 folks who 
will go visit in their home district offices 
or 1,000 letters from those constituents 
that will come in and back up what we’re 
talking about. 

"And we cant even identify those 
constituents until there are functioning 
gay and lesbian organizations, political 
dubs, whatever they might be—social 
dubs [on the state and local levels). We 
have to work with what we've got* 

But the biggest problem towards 
achieving those ends, she says, is that 
most lesbians and gay men just don't see 
themselves as political. ‘People still have 
today a very narrow definition of politics 
[and] what it means to be political,’ she 
says, drawing out the vision of what she 
sees as a major nemesis of the gay and 
lesbian community nationwide. *1 think 
that's an obstade to organizing around 
the country. [The idea that] the person 
who is running a Metropolitan Communi¬ 
ty Church in some rural community in the 
Southwest doesn't view themselves as 
tied to a political movement I think b the 
challenge that I’m trying to address in this 
organization and (the challenge) that this 
organization is trying to address around 


the country. It's a challenge to us because 
we have to broaden people's definition 
of what it means to be political. 

‘Politics isn't about lobbying alone,* 
\fcid emphasizes, using both hands for 
emphasis. 'Certainly that is port of k, but 
to be gay in this society today Is to be 
political. And that’s a message people 
need to take in: that they can make thdr 
contribution in a wide range of ways,’ 

As an example of how people con¬ 
tribute to change, she brings up the ‘bril¬ 
liant* work the gay and lesbian 
community has done around AIDS poli¬ 
cy, adding, ‘Even though the government 
is still not doing enough-* 

•You’re not going to get anything 
but that kind of line from me. I do 
believe that the Reagan administration 
was criminally negligent and the Bush 
administration continues to be alarmingly 
silent on some key issues, or has taken 
the wrong position on some other issues. 
But that said, the gay and lesbian com¬ 
munity deserves a tremendous amount of 
credit for [its) work. 

*1 think that the community-based 
response [to the epidemic) by AIDS ser¬ 
vice organizations [is] a testament to the 
ability of the gay and lesbian community 
to pull together to take care of [its] own... 
We had to do k, and weVe done k. 

‘And to some extent AIDS b not the 
same issue as gay and lesbian rights,* she 
cautions, *but to another extent, the 
whole way the health crisis has been 
treated b a by-product of anti-gay preju¬ 
dice. So when I see institutions that come 
out of the gay community surviving and 
growing, and I see advocates, whether 
they're from ACT UP or whether they're 
from the Gay Men’s Health Crisis or the 
AIDS foundations or anywhere, and I see 
those people being respected and lis¬ 
tened to at the federal level, I see us all 
winning as a gay community, because 
[although] AIDS health policy issues aren't 
identical to gay and lesbian freedom, they 
sure are a big part of that agenda.* 

And, as the first lesbian of color to 
lead a national non-ethnlcally defined 
gay and lesbian organization, she points 
out that she b particularly aware of how 
that ‘agenda’ has changed in response to 
AIDS and, more recently, the threat to 
abortion rights nationwide. 

'If you look to the past,* she says, 
‘lesbians and gay men have functioned 
as two separate camps that had very little 
to do with each other. There were few of 
us that were working together in mixed 


organization, but too few.... I think the 
Hardwick decision (upholding state 
sodomy laws) and [the) Webster decision 
[allowing increased restrictions to abor¬ 
tion rights] changed that landscape, 
because it made people realize, 'Whoa, 
It’s connected.' The right of a person to 
lead out their sexuality or live free from 
government intervention, free from the 
dictates of the state, are the same if you 
are a gay man or straight woman seeking 
an abortion. We're talking about individ¬ 
ual control over sexual choice, over 
reproductive choice.... Certainly, legally, 
the right to privacy for us as gay people 
derives from the same source as the right 
to privacy [in regards to) who makes the 
decision about an abortion.* 

Yet, she b equally aware of the resis¬ 
tance among some in the gay and lesbian 
community and to including abortion 
rights on the gay and lesbian ‘agenda.* 
•And whatever people who are read¬ 
ing this piece think about abortion, what¬ 
ever decision they might make in their 
lives, that's not the issue,’ she emphasizes 
with her standard fierce look. "We're not 
trying to dictate that decision. What we're 
dictating ls the choice to make that deci¬ 
sion. And saying that the choice should 
be made by those individuals. 

1 think there are too many gay peo¬ 
ple who still get confused ..J think you 
have to strip u down to the essential ele¬ 
ment of state control over individual free¬ 
dom and sexual and reproductive 
freedom. And if you can get indignant 
about the government's ability to regulate 
an artist and the content of [her or his) 
art, you should get just as indignant 
about a government's ability to regulate 
the wombs of women.* 

In her demeanor and speech, one 
can only get the impression that here b a 
person with a deep personal commit¬ 
ment to her issues. And from what she 
ays, it becomes dear that it b because 
she lives them every day. *My vision of 
gay liberation incorporates some other 
key issues that I cannot separate out for 
myself because 1 am a woman and I am a 
woman of color,’ she ays. *1 can't sepa¬ 
rate out racism and sexism from being 
gay. They are integrated in a very imme¬ 
diate way for me. And I hope that 1 can 
articulate that better as I go along, so that 
people can understand that I think these 
connections...are real.* 

And by being in this new found 
position of leadership, she hopes she will 
be able to act as an example to other les- 
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buns in the movement. *1 hope that my 
visibility in this role as a lesbian, and a 
very outspoken one, will be an invitation 
to women (who! thought that organiza¬ 
tions like this one [weren't] places for 
them/ she says. *1 hope that they will 
now see that they are, and what we're 
about is issues that have direct relevance 
to women and men/ 

Ifs all about leadership, she says. 
Assuming it and recognizing it. 

*I'vc heard for a number of years 
people bemoaning the fact that there are 
not leaders/ adding in her most often 
heard complaint. “Where are all of our 
national leaders?’ they ask Well I’m sick 
of hearing ft. I think it’s a bunch of crap. I 
think people who say that have a prob¬ 
lem acknowledging leadership would 
never bestow the mantle of leadership if 
it was staring them in the face. I say ifs 
crap quite bluntly, because 1 travel all 
over the country and I see people who 
are my leaders at the grassroots level all 
over the country. 

‘Leadership to me is about several 
qualities,’ she explains. *Ifs about quali¬ 
ties like individual initiative, vision and 
courage. Those arc three elements that 
many people working in the gay and les¬ 
bian movement have, whether they're 
the pastor of a religious church, or 
whether they’re the head of a gay bowl¬ 
ing league. 

‘I think we have to dc-mystify Qeader- 
shipl/ saying that what really b the prob¬ 
lem is that most gay and lesbian leadership 
goes unrewarded and unrecognized. 

‘One of the things that I think about 
leadership is (that) so much of what soci¬ 
ety recognizes to be leadership is in fact 
moral and political cowardice. Look at 
the people on [Capitol] Hill!’ she adds. 
*Do we want to call them leaders when 
they are in effect cowardly on so many 
issues and won't take a stand. Is that 
what we mean by leadership)?...is Peter 
Jennings a leader because he’s on TV 
every night? What do we mean by leader¬ 
ship? The fact is that most of our leaders 
are not only unacknowledged by us as 
leaders, they are unrecognized, they 
don't get the coverage, they don't get the 
visibility [so] that the folks in New York 
could actually sec that we've got some 
dynamite people in, say, the Black gay 
community in Atlanta. 

*1 think different people have differ¬ 
ent visions of who they would follow as 
a leader. Some men would probably 
never follow’ me because I'm a woman/ 


She pauses. ’1 don’t mean follow/ 
she mentions. ‘I guess I'm using tradi¬ 
tional frameworks, and I’m trying to get 
away from some of that But what I mean 
is that there are other things operating 
when people say we don't have any lead¬ 
ers than the fact that we don't have peo¬ 
ple out there who are qualified.* 

To prove it, she lists at least three 
dozen people from D.C. to Tennessee 
she says would be glad to call her lead¬ 
ers. Then she breaks the pace, prefacing 



another issue which sticks in her craw. 

Tm going to say something else that 
is going to sound controvers i al or stupid/ 
she begins, *but I think coalition as a form 
is a dead-end. What Tm looking for is not 
coalition, but the recognition that we’re 
part of the same movement. Ifs not the 
women’s movement over here, and the 
Black civil rights movement over here 
and the gay movement over there, but 
that the three are linked in an integrated 
kind of way,...the issues that are of con¬ 
cern to those advocating for civil rights 
are the same issues...our movement 
seeks. Whether ifs the reform of Medicaid 
so that more people get access, whether 
ifs national health insurance, or whether 
ifs reproductive choice, they are the same 
issues increasingly. There is a common 
agenda developing. 

‘What I've seen...is that coalitions 
don't mean that your allies will stand 
with you beyond the coalition. What I 
want to work towards is not just the 
coalition around housing, or around fam¬ 
ily, or around hate crimes, but a broader 
•we stand togethef kind of framework. I 
don't have a word for k yet... [But] it is 
something beyond the coalition politics 
as we've known them in the 1980s" 


Ifs going to take that kind of unity 
with other movements that will overcome 
the ’negative climate* in Washington, 
says Vsid. ’But, even though ifs such a 
negative climate/ she adds, *1 feel 
incredibly optimistic and positive about 
our community and our movement Sure, 
we’re going to see a lot of setbacks. 
Remember, it took the women's suffrage 
movement 100 years to get women the 
right to vote. We have to remember that 
these things take a long time. And our 
ultimate acceptance in society will not 
come in my lifetime. It may not come in 
any of our lifetimes. I hope many of us 
will live to see victories that are even 
mote significant than the ones that we've 
achieved right now, but I have kind of an 
abiding faith that our time will come.* 

But how will that happen? 

*1 can't stress the importance enough 
of people signing up, being counted 
standing up for our own institutions and 
our own political movement,’ she insists. 
‘There's a huge middle ground between 
coming out and copping out. 

‘Coming out is not an end point, it is 
a process. It goes on and on and on. I’m 
the head of this organization/ she notes, 
'[and] Tm still coming out each time I sit 
down next to somebody on a plane and 
they say, *What do you do? I’m still com¬ 
ing out to mainstream media [and] to 
politicians every time 1 express what I do 
and who I am. But thafs one extreme. 

The other extreme is copping out 
*Oh, I can't make a difference anyway.’ 
‘Oh, these political people bore me. I'm 
not going to a meeting. I’m just going to 
lead my life.' Oh. she's too radical,' or 
'He's too conservative.' Thafs where we 
cop out. We write off people. Wc write 
off our own people and we write off our 
own ability to win. So, what Tm putting 
out...[is) that there's this huge middle 
ground where each person's individual 
initiative and donations and contributions 
as a volunteer matters a great deal.* 

And with a membership how num¬ 
bering over 17,000, she intends for 
NGLTF to be a big part of that. Til tdl 
you that 17,000 as a numerical base is 
much more than weVe had in a Icing time 
and we're going up/ Vaid says. ’But I 
want to push it. I hope by the time I 
leave, we'll be well into the hundred 
thousands in terms of membership 
because thafs the direction we need to go 
in to truly—* she pauses, again to con¬ 
template, and again to retort concisely. 

To win.* ▼ 
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A Gathering of Souls 

By Nicholas F. Cimorelli 


FEEUNG GOOD — Marianne Williamson (middle) surrounded by the canter's volunteer staff. 
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The Manhattan Center for Living: 
A Place That Offers Support, 
Friendship and a 
“Healing of Hearts” 


Last September the doors to a new 
space opened just south of Astor Place, 
embodying the culminated efforts of sev¬ 
eral unique members of the community. 

The Manhattan center For Living is a 
space that was created to provide free 
non-medical support services for people 
who are dealing with the emotional reali¬ 
ties of life-threatening illness and grief. It 
Is a community-based, non-profit organi¬ 
zation whose services and programs are 
all conceived and put forth by volunteers 
offering themselves in an effort to give 
support and encouragement. 

According to Bob Taylor, administra¬ 
tive director of the Center, roughly 50 
percent of those served there are lesbian 
or gay. In addition, there is a volunteer 
staff of about 400 individuals of which 
Taylor estimates 70 percent are members 
of the lesbian and gay community. It is 
Taylor’s hope and vision that the future 
will allow for other centers to be formed 
around the city along with an upstate 
•country place* extension for the Man¬ 
hattan Center. He also views the center as 
a space that will lend itself to ongoing 
networking and interbeing with the 
other service organizations in our com¬ 
munity such as Gay Men’s Health Crisis, 
God’s Love We Deliver, The New York 
Healing Cirde, S.HJLfLE., etc. 

The center was founded by Mari¬ 
anne Williamson, a bi-coastal teacher and 
lecturer on a philosophical thought sys¬ 
tem internationally known as A Course 
in Miracles. The course, the goal of 
which is the attainment of inner peace, is 
a self-study system of spiritual psy¬ 
chotherapy that is contained in three 
books. Williamson teaches the basic 
pridples of the course and its applica¬ 
tions in everyday life. Of course one is 
immediately curious and eager to ask 
why Williamson, a heterosexual woman 
of Texas origin in her mid-30s, would 
find herself so intimately engaged with 
the challenges of the lesbian and gay 


community in New York City. 

Williamson began giving lectures 
on the course in LA. where she current¬ 
ly resides, and in November of ’87 she 
founded the Los Angeles Center for Liv¬ 
ing, inspired after a friend was diag¬ 
nosed with breast cancer. The friend 
was told by her doctor that she had only 
six months to live. She told Williamson 
that she wanted someone to help her 
die. It was through this experience that 
Williamson was guided to oversee the 
formation of the LA. Center. In the three 
years since, she took several trips to 
New York to lecture about the course. 
On one such trip a thought flashed 
through her mind while walking down 
the street that Manhattan should also 
have a center. It was with this brain¬ 
storm—and a subsequent matching 
grant of $50,000 from gay record compa¬ 
ny president David Geffen—that the 
seeds were planted for what a now the 
Manhattan Center for Living. 

Williamson sees the gay and lesbian 
community as being in a state of crisis 
and on the cutting edge of social change. 
She says she has found gay people to be 
in the forefront and believes that ‘you 
deal with what is in front of you.* 

She describes the cen'er as a "church 
in the most profound sense—a gathering 
of souls* and a fellowship that was 
founded in A Course In Miracles. The 
center, however, is nondenominational in 
scope, as is the course, and welcomes the 
portiripaijon of individuals from diverse 
walks of life. Williamson’s vision of the 
purpose of the center is for it to offer a 
profound experience of giving and 
receiving love, and a healing of hearts. 
She contends that ‘death needs to be 
looked at more deeply...Death can be a 
crowning experience...It is not a dirty 
word. Accepting death is not resignation, 
k helps us to relax.* 

The Manhattan Center currently 
holds weekly HIV support groups, and 


on this subject Williamson is hopeful and 
optimistic She asserts that just as cancer 
is no longer a death sentence, a positive 
HIV status is *a manageable condition.* 
She maintains, *Wc need to remember 
why we are here, we need to leam how 
to live and live fully.* 

The center is open to anyone with a 
life-threatening illness, any loved-ooe of 
someone fll, any caretaker to an ill per¬ 
son and anyone feeling grief due to the 
loss of a loved one. Its services indude 
classes in: living, healing and dying; spir¬ 
itual and psychological counseling; art 
and music; bodywork; nutritional con¬ 
sultation; children's programs; support 
groups; communal meals and home- 
bound services. To bdp cover the cost of 
operation, a modest contribution la 
asked of everyone using the center’s 
activities and facilities. The suggested 
donations range from five dollars for 
groups to $15 for individual counseling 
and bodywork. Services, however, are 
free for anyone who cannot afford to 
make a contribution and no one will be 
turned away for lack of funds. The cen¬ 
ter is open seven days a week from 
morning until evening. Within its weekly 
program of events are: shiatsu, Swedish 
message, rebirthing, physical therapy, 
grief support groups. Reiki, reflexology, 
acupressure massage, chiropractic. 
Hatha yoga, HIV ♦ support groups, nutri¬ 
tion and AIDS, MariH healing, Tai chi, 
Alexander Technique and Cooking That 
Heals. Every Sunday from 6:00 to 7:00 
pm there is a HEAL Meal (Health Educa¬ 
tion AIDS Liaison) serving natural din¬ 
ners ($10 suggested donation; 
reservations limited to 50 people). T 


Tbe Manhattan Center for Living Is 
located at 704 Broadway, Third Floor, 
New York, NY 10003. For further infor¬ 
mation about Us programs or if you 
would like to become a volunteer, please 
cad (212) 533-3550. 


March 4,1990 0UTTWEEK 45 




Crowning Glory 


The Imperial Court of New York Celebrates 
the Annual Night of a Thousand Gowns 

by Liz Tracey 
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BUTCH QUEENS? — Empress Camille Beauchamps. The Forbidden Empress IV of New York llott). 
and Emperor Shelley, the First Lady Emperor oi New York 


You arrive at the Grand Hyatt Hotd, 
splendorous in your ball gown. You have 
cocktails, admire the other attendees' 
attire, chat with friends and revel in the 
atmosphere of elegance surrounding 
you. At the chosen time, the members of 
the court are presented, each with their 
court titles. Lady-in-waiting, Lord, 
Princess. At midnight, the Emperor and 
Empress of the Imperial Court of New 
York arc announced, inducted and pre¬ 
sented to the ball. From then on, it’s din¬ 
ing. dancing, entertainment. Except there 
are a few tilings you should know. A lot 
of those fabulously beautiful women are 
men. Some of those in full formal 
menswear aren't men and the regal 
nature of the ball is not just for show; it’s 
to raise money for gay and lesbian com¬ 
munity organizations. This is the Night of 
a Thousand Gowns. 

Always a benefit, the colorful bash is 
held annually by the Imperial Court of 
New York, one court in an entire system 
founded in 1965 by Jose Sarria in San 
Francisco. That name may not be wholly 
unfamiliar to you. Jose was the 
transvestite who was one of the pioneers 
of the gay liberation movement as we 
know it She ran for San Francisco Super¬ 
visor, and while not winning, certainly 
did well for a drag queen's first time run¬ 
ning for office. She also performed In 
various clubs, leading the patrons in 
what would now be considered self-love 
workshops, all in a celebration of our 
community. She then founded the Impe¬ 
rial Court System which now has 50 
branches in the South, East Coast, West 
Coast, Canada and the Midwest. In fact, 
the Idaho AIDS Foundation was founded 
by the Boise Court 

The events held by the different 
courts around the country serve a num¬ 
ber of purposes. First and foremost, they 
raise money for different gay and lesbian 
community organizations. Recipients in 
the post have included Gay and Lesbian 


Alliance Against Defamation, the Com¬ 
munity Health Project, Heritage of Pride 
and the Lesbian and Gay Community 
Center. Secondly, they provide an oppor¬ 
tunity for the gay and lesbian community 
to play out, and subvert the heterosexual 
function of a royal boll; and last, but not 
least, it’s a good excuse to get that dress 
out of the closet (and into the streets). 

The New York Imperial Court was 
founded on June 23rd, 1986 by Vivian 
Shapiro and George Dudley as a philan¬ 
thropic organization. 

While the perception held by many 
is that Night of a Thousand Gowns, as 
well as the court system as a whole, is 
an exclusively male enclave, in fact, a 
number of women in addition to Ms. 
Shapiro are involved at all levels of the 
event. Indeed, this year, the first woman 
Emperor, Shelley Shusteroff, will be 
crowned, along with a male empress. 
Barry Davidson, outgoing emperor and 
President of the Board of the Imperial 
Court of New York, takes pride in hav¬ 
ing * pushed" for a woman this year. "It’s 
not about drag, it’s about fantasy,* lie 
says. According to Davidson, more 
women will be attending this year than 
before, perhaps motivated by the inclu¬ 
sion of women in the more visible roles 
of the court and Ms. Shusteroffs 
appointment. 

One way that the court outreaches 
to the community is through bar runs 
(outreach in bars and nightclubs), done 
this year by the outgoing Empress, 
Chene, and Julie, an unbelievably volup¬ 
tuous blonde bombshell dragster and 
member of the court. As Davidson tells it, 
when they entered the Cubby Hole bar, 
the women "went wild over Julie.* For a 
lesbian community that still finds itself 
deeply divided over issues around drag, 
gender identification and what it all 
means to women (assuming, of course, 
that women don't do drag), it may signal 
an acceptance that the reaction was so 


warm, and, well, almost...hot 

While it's not all about drag, a num¬ 
ber of transvestites (those men who live 
in women's dothing) will be joining the 
ball this year. What may have been a 
stressed relation between those who 
dress once a year, and those who do this 
every morning seems to have relaxed. 

The court raises its funds by ticket 
sales to the boll, and the sole of titles in 
the court The money raised by the event 
goes to the beneficiary agency, to pay 
costs, and there's *$30.00 left over in the 
bonk account,* according to Davidson. 
This year, the money will be raised for 
the Hetrick Martin Institute. 

The court has begun to gain visibili¬ 
ty in its mission: Its presence at the 
AmFAR masquerade benefit had main¬ 
stream gossip columnists falling all over 
themselves. And, as in the past, the court 
hosts the 96th water station (as nurses 
and doctors) during the AIDS Walk, 
attends the Garden Party in full Regalia 
and has a float in the Gay Pride Parade 
(winning Most Beautiful last year). 

The Imperial Court has also opened 
up the nomination process. For the first 
time, the Emperor and Empress of 1991 
will be chosen among members of the 
court by members. A virtual talent 
search will be undertaken, with mem¬ 
bers attending bar contests, beauty 
pageants, and other events to glean pos¬ 
sible candidates. This is the process by 
which other courts have run in the past. 
New York, being younger, is now com¬ 
ing into its own. ▼ 


The Night of a Thousand Gowns uili 
be held at the Grand Hyatt Hotel on Sat¬ 
urday, March 3rd, from 900pm to 4.00 
am and Is a benefit for the Hetrick Mar¬ 
tin Institute. If you wish to attend, tickets 
may be purchased through TIcketMaster 
(212) 307-7171, The Islanders Club 
(212) 633-8898 or you may pay by 
check or cash at the door. 
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U T OF 
MV HANDS 


B Y B R A I) I. P. Y B A I. 


Dear Brad: 

Like so many people I never 
thought I’d be writing to you but the 
strangest thing has been happening 
lately. I cant figure it out on my own 
nor can 1 afford a professional so 1 
thought maybe you might be able to 
help since strange things are kind of 
your specialty. This all started late 
one night about a month or so ago. 1 
was almost asleep when suddenly 
the bedroom was filled with a blind¬ 
ing white light. 1 thought at first that 
it was the glare from a passing car 
but this light was different. It had an 
eerie, almost other-worldly quality. It 
lasted for several minutes and then 
the room was plunged back into 
darkness. The neat night at exactly 
the same time the light returned only 
it lasted longer and was accompanied 
by soothing harp music and I could 
vaguely make out a hazy figure in 
the center of the light. The figure 
seemed to be beckoning to me but 
then the darkness returned. This 
went on every night afterwards. Each 
time the light grew brighter and the 


music louder and the figure became 
more distinct until 1 was finally able 
to sec that the source of the glow 
was a pale, ghostly collie dog hover¬ 
ing a few feet above the floor. She 
was so beautiful I wanted to pet her 
but when I reached out she barked 
out in alarm and vanished. For the 
neat week she didn’t come back and 
although 1 wanted to see her again 1 
figured it might be for the best since 
my super doesn’t allow pets in the 
building. Then earlier this week she 
returned only this time she seemed 
agitated and kept barking as though 
she urgently wanted to tell me some¬ 
thing. The harp music mysteriously 
grew quiet and the beautiful collie 
said to me, in a voice not unlike 
Maureen Stapleton's, that she had an 
urgent message to deliver. She said, 
and I’D never forget this, Timmy's in 
trouble. Timmy’s in trouble." She 
barked once more and leapt out the 
window, disappearing into the night 
and that was the last I've seen of her. 
Her message has me troubled and I 
feel 1 should do something about it 
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but I don't know what it means. Do 
you have any ideas? —Bernadette 

Dear Bernadette: 

You wouldn’t believe the commo¬ 
tion your letter stirred up around here. 
I showed it to my experts and they 
came back with their same old warn¬ 
ing against mixing anti-depressarus 
with gin. When I suggested that I 
expected a response that was a little 
more substantial and a little less 
tedious they dug in their heels and 
said they planned to keep repeating 
that message until somebody paid 
attention and said that nobody was 
going to get paid anything unless they 
smartened up and started behaving 
like real experts again and now they’re 
refusing to take my calls. In retrospect. 
I can sec that this confrontation has 
been building up for quite some time. 
Before I convinced my editors (with 
no small risk to my reputation) to take 
these people on and agreed to pay 
them at my own opens? nobody had 
heard of them but ever since then 
they've grown mighty big for their 
britches. Many's the time I’ve gotten 
reports that they've been trying to use 
their dubious prestige to gain access to 
nightclubs or wheedle complimentary 
drinks in hotel bars and I guess 1 bear 
some responsibility for making their 
excuses for them and, more often than 
not, paying the damages. 1 just kept 
hoping against hope that once they 
got these high jinks out of their sys¬ 
tems they’d settle down and do some 
real work. But this time they've left me 
holding the bag just once too often 
and I'm all out of excuses. Look, the 
best thing I can tell you at the moment 
about this Timmy thing. Bernadette, « 
to avoid mixing anti-depressants with 
gin. As for me, I’m going to take a 
couple of days off and figure out the 
best way to implement some of the 
drastic changes that, I assure you, are 
going to be made around here. ▼ 
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I was rather upset last week to 
read on Page Sir (New York Post) that, 
because sales were lagging. Si 
New house canned Annie Flanders, edi¬ 
tor-in-chief of Details. Though she had 
let the magazine degenerate into a 
ghastly product while she clumsily 
attempted to mount the social climbing 
ladder, I was hoping he'd swat the 
real culprit at that mind-numbing, 
80$-esque rag: associate editor 
Stephen Saban. This loathsome, 
self-hating, do-nothing columnist 
spends his nights groveling from INTO 
dub to dub In search of drink tick- $HUf 
ets and other amenities which dub f; 
owners provide, and then—adding “ 
insult to injury—chronicles these 
escapades in the magazine and 
shoves it all down readers' throats. 
Ashamed of his sexuality, he tries to 
parade humor columnist Cynthia 
Heimd (Village Voice) around as his 
girlfriend, while his boyfriend lags 
ten steps behind (one item he prob¬ 
ably wont address in his narcolep¬ 
sy-inducing column). So 
out-to-lunch is this weirdo that he ... 
recently sent out the most embar- 
rassing subscription letter people 
have ever seen. Last week Chris 1 


these times. It fit right in in the self- 
absorbed, excess-ridden 80s, but 
seems to have no bearing on the 90s, 
much like Malcolm Forbes' Egg. The 
ms and outs of nightdubland just arent 
where it's at right now as more politi¬ 
cal, important pursuits—finally^- take 
center stage. 

Like Saban. Forbes and his puppet 
editor at Egg. Hal Rubenstein, seem to 
think they can run away from reality 
forever. MEANWHILE, THIS FUCKING 
COMMUNITY CONTINUES TO BE 
DECIMATED BY A VIRUS, DIRECTLY 
DUE TO GOVERNMENT NEGLECT 
AND HOMOPHOBA Some people say 
that Forbes has done a lot for the gay 
community and for the battle against 
AIDS because he has given Liz Taylor a 
few fat checks for the coffers at AmFAR. 
But that’s all bullshit—the kind that 



Chase (Daily Newd even wrote, "Don't 
you believe I did right to throw away a 
letter from somebody named Stephen 
Saban who wrote, 'Dear Potential 
Subscriber (or whatever you're calling 
yourself): I understand you’re not read¬ 
ing my column every month in Details 
Which is why I’m writing this letter 
instead of sleeping, which I'd rather be 
doing.' Steve, you old sleepyhead, 
don't stay awake on my account* (The 
column obviously even induces nar¬ 
colepsy in Saban himself). 

Of course, the larger problem at 
Details is simply its mere existence in 


gives you lots of photo opportunities 
and gossip column write-ups. It’s abso¬ 
lutely nothing for Forbes to write a 
check for a couple of million. For him 
it’s bus fare—and an easy ticket out 
Other people in this community, 
affected by this epidemic, have done 
everything that they as individuals can 
possibly do to save lives. For some that 
has meant giving up careers for a 
cause, even relocating and uprooting 
their entire lives. For others it has 
meant coming out of the closet and 
confronting the homophobes. For still 
others it has meant getting their asses 


Into the streets and screaming, or going 
from house to house, from hospital to 
hospital as sources of support for peo¬ 
ple with AIDS. No, the most that 
Malcolm Forbes can do is not write a 
fat check. What he can do, in addition, 
is perhaps stop motorcycling with his 
hunky, leathered friends for one 
damned minute and look around and 
see what's happening. What he can do 
is kick ass at Forbes magazine and 
make his writers and editors more 
responsible and more proactive in the 
fight against AIDS. What he can do is 
scream at his friends in Washington 
and in the media that THIS FUCKING 
GOVERNMENT 1SNT DOING SHIT 
about an epidemic that has killed thou¬ 
sands of people, instead of kissing the 
asses of the murderous Kissingers and 
Buckleys and having them over to 
Morocco for a nice friendly dinner 
for 500. What he can do is create a 
magazine with backbone and 
strong politics that points out the 
chilling hypocrisy of the times we 
are living in and attacks the homo¬ 
phobes such as Jesse Helms who 
are now even trying to kill the gay 
press, rather than produce this ludi¬ 
crous, mindless Egg crap. WHAT 
MALCOLM FORBES CAN DO 
MOST IS STOP LIVING LIES AT A 
TIME WHEN TRUTH IS ULTIMATE¬ 
LY THE MOST POWERFUL 
WEAPON 

But lies seem to be the order 
I \ of things. Last week New For* mag¬ 
azine printed an inflammatory, 
homophobic, misguided and misin¬ 
formed piece called, "The Secret 
Sharer One Woman Confronts Her 
Homosexual Husband’s Death 
Prom AIDS." The story was written 
by Dorothy Rabinowitz—the Cindy 
Adams of the feature-writing circuit- 
known for her slimy, sleazy, sensation¬ 
al sort of journalism, usually about sex 
and always couched In moralistic 
tooes. "Before the eighties, marrying a 
man who turned out to be a doseted 
but sexually active h o m osexual would 
be, for roost women, a heartbreaking 
prospect at worst. Today, It is also a 
possible death warrant," she writes in 
her lead. So, getting involved with fogs 
is "a possible death warrant?" Right, 
Dorothy? Isn't that what you're saying? 

Sm OOSJIP WATCH m n 
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Out on the Town u_/ 


With Liz and Sydney 


by Liz Tracey and Sydney Pokorny 


Uz ind Sydhcyi Five ways to make Liz and Sydney scream 

1. Ask us why there arent more gayrtesbianteultural/ nightiife/(fill in 
the blank) events in our column 

2. 'Whenever you see (or call) one of us without the other, ask repeat¬ 

ed^ where the other is, what she's doing and why she's not there 

3. Play ‘Pimp Up the Jam." 

4. Call Syckvry "Tracey' Call Sydney "Cindy.' Call Liz 'Syctoey' Cal 
Uz 'Chastity' Cal Liz "That blond boy." 

5. Spend all night telling us hew much sex you had at the ACT UP 
Slumber Party, when we had none. 

The latest trend in nightlife is revival. Not as in a religious revival, 
but more along the lines of a revival house, ttxi see, the new cliJbs 
arent really new at all, they are old spoces where old scenes are still 
renjn and remade to become—presto! magici—newfonl We visited 
no less than three reruns—Area (retitled, re-edited and re-released 
as Quick}, the restored Booty and the largely unedrted Girl Bar 

U® Chip Duckett opened his Thursdays at the multi-national 
Quick, where the average patron (or patroness) is overwhelmed by 
the beer selection: forin or form light The Thursdays will feature 
erfiibits by different homoerotic artists—the opening exhibit wes by 
Lola Flash, a photographer whose work now adorns the weekly 
bunber sticker-sized invitation, suitable for framing. Other objets 
cfart include statues and mannequins of half-naked women—^which 
I'm sire were of great interest to all the attractive, perspiring young 
men cramming the dance floor. An innovative touch was having the 
go-go boys not go-go-log, but massaging, hugging and htmp«r>g 
each other on platforms above the dance floor. Moving so slcwty in 


and crawled into bed. Believe me, I didn’t welt up for Sydney. 

Sydney A Slumber Party was held inside the Gay and Lesbian 
Community Services Center to benefit ACT UP. I arrived after the per¬ 
formances were over and just before everyone paired up to go to 
(uh, hmm. ) 'sleep.' Boys dressed in sweats or boxers danced 
around to 'Angie Baby* while another ACT UPer showed me 
Poiaroids of all the boys pulling each other's privates out of their 
respective sweats or boxers. I left just as the backroom action start¬ 
ed, being a girt and all- With all the "love" that was shared that 
evening, you would never know some of these boys were hardened 
criminals with arrest records as long as their arm. 

Speaking of arrest, the police broke up the First Outlaw Party of 
1990 at Nathan's Hot Dogs in Times Square by threatening each and 
every person there with arrest Reported^, some of the happy par¬ 
ticipants were also jostled and and pushed by the police Since the 
word was that the event organizer, Michad Alls, did not inform 
Nathans employees of the party, the police were expected around 
12JO Uz and I, decking to save our anest for a more timely event, 
went to the Lesbian Herstory Archives Benefit 

Uxx Urfortunatefy, we arrived past a lot of lesbian bedtimes (as 
we always do) bu« the hale, hearty party women left were still danc¬ 
ing away, along with a heart-warming number of men who put thor 
money where their politics are and didn't reyet it The main topic of 
conversation: the ACT UP Slumber Party Boys talked about sex. 
Girts talked about how they all chickened out of going, or shewed 
up too late to catch the gxls who came earty on. AkSo Hernandez, 
a member of Art Positive, also proved himself as a dj, especially 
when you consider he used a turntable, tape player and CD player. 
Later, we went to Booty for Locomotion, where the crowd was a 
crowd, the music was loud end I had a very good 
time. 

Ux and Syttocyi Girt Bar is back with a change 
of location and personnel as duefy noted on the cl’s 
t-shirt (His t-shirt featured the Girl Bar logo, but the 
small print which used to read ’Jenny and Deb* 
has been amended via black magic marker to state 
’Jenny and Nmcy") Held at Handle Bar, a space 
obviously too small for the outpouring of enthusi¬ 
asm, the party was raided by the Fire Marshalls. 
Oice again, adding to the growmg number of dubs 
harassed on a gay or lesbian night 

Lta Whd publisher of a l-eggy new magazine 
came to Lany Ttie* La* Atachhe with a beefy capitalist 
tool, puthased with the profits cf his other periodicals? 

Sytfrtcyi In the hard-up-for-fur department, 
Uz and I wandered into Choice, the Lower East Side 
after-hous house dub inexplicably featured in Egg, 
at 6 am Monday morning, only to discover it filled 
with equal parts dancers and sleepers We have 
dubbed Choice, 'the most disquietingly bizarre 
place on earth' ▼ 


contrast to those dancing Quick-ly, they made us very ckzzy, and, in 
a move to avoid passing out on the dance floor, I instead went home 



(L to t) Cothorioo Soalfiold. Deo Doo Folcom. Folly Thitdowoito. Joan Car- 
iomunto at a Lesbian Hontoiy Archhros kooofft 
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So, women should slay away from 
them? Right? In fact, everyone should 
stay away from them. Right? Isn't that 
what you're really saying, Dorothy? 
MAN, I AM SO FUCKING SICK OF 
THIS SHIT! IT MAKES ME WANT TO 
RIP YOUR FACE OFF, DOROTHY! 
(But, of course, I'm into non-violence.) 

The story goes on to tell us how 
this woman—who never became HIV 
infected—is totally bummed out that 
her husband turned out to be gay and 
how angry she is at him for this. (Ahh, 
poor, poor baby.) It doesn't matter of 
course, that be actually had AIDS, that 
be was tormented, that be died. All of 
the sympathy in the story is given to lit¬ 
tle Ms. Yuppie and her baby yup—also 
not HIV infected. The AIDS Husband 
(which is how staffers at New York 
referred to the story itself when I called 
there), b instead guilty of bringing this 
terrible plague home because he's an 
uncontrollable fag. By printing this, 
New York magazine's rationale seems 
to be : ‘So what if mom and baby 
didn't get infected—they could have 
been infected with the virus and, 
besides, now they will be traumatized 
for their entire lives by this tragedy and 
of course they definitely warrant nine 
slick, glossy pages in our magazine 
because our readership will eat up the 
story of a marriage wrecked by sonic 
evil. AIDS-cursed faggot rather than a 
story about gays desperately trying to 
deal with this crisis or entire poor, 
black families being infected with HIV 
because, hell, that doesn't sell. - And 
Dorothy Rabinowitz is saying: LOOK 
AT THIS, ALL YOU WHITE, UPPER- 
MIDDLE CLASS WOMEN READERS OF 
NEW YORK. THIS CAN HAPPEN TO 
YOU. AN EVIL HOMOSEXUAL CAN 
COME IN AND RUIN YOUR LIFE 
TOO—AND THEN THE BASTARD 
WILL EVEN DIE ON YOU! 

I called New York to speak to 
someone about the story. Editor and 
publisher Ed Kosner returned my call. 

"Wc had one of the first cover sto¬ 
ries about AIDS. We had a huge story 
last year about AIDS in New York City. 
We cover the AIDS crisis a lot,* he said. 
This was just another story, about this 
particular woman. It's a decent story. - 1 
told him that there were lots of prob¬ 
lems with it-^-that Rabinowitz had 


mimimal quotes from psychologists 
about controversial issues (though, 
grant it, the one shrink she used was 
recommended by GMHQ and that she 
should have contacted far more 
sources. I told him that the story had a 
definite agenda. And I told him that the 
story dealt not in the slightest with the 
issue of safer sex. We're told that this 
man went around town and to the 
baths having sex and yet the ignorant, 
white, straight reader—who normally 
doesn't give a damn about AIDS and 
therefore is misinformed—isn't told 
whether the man was having safe or 
unsafe sex. Presumably he’s having 
unsafe sex, but. again, the yuppie read¬ 
er is not told that and is led to believe 
that aU homosexual sex is dangerous. 
That the sex itself causes AIDS. That 
gays themselves cause AIDS 



Kosner. *lt's about a man, a woman 
and a child.’ (Gee, thanks for clearing 
that up, Ed). And about the issue of 
whether this woman herself should 
have been thinking of safer sex. 
Kosner replies: "Why should she 5 She 
had no idea he was gay.* Again, we 
come to the old bigoted, misguided 
notion that it's only gays who have to 
worry about practicing safer sex. 

Rabinowitz. who later called me 
after Kosner told her about my com¬ 
plaints, was on the same lock, telling me 
that people who get married just don’t 
think of that and defending this woman's 
not thinking about practicing safer sex. 
Meanwhile, thousands of straight people 
with AIDS have already died and count¬ 
less more are battling this disease. Oh, 
but I forget. They are people of color, 
and Rabinowitz's yuppie subject was 


white And normal, white people just 
don't get AIDS, right Dorothy? 

Dorothy engaged me for over half 
an hour, trying to convince me—using 
quite a few different, indirect 
tactics—that she is not a homophobe, 
which tells me that she deflnkely b. And 
she's the worst kind: the kind that truly 
believes they aren't really homophobic, 
the kind that would be immensely 
embarrassed to be called a homophobe. 
These are worse than the Jesse 
Helmses. They are phonies, fakes and 
charlatans who hide behind facades. 

"Look, Jewish people get upset 
when people say, I have lots of friends 
who are Jewish,'* she told me. *So I 
know how this sounds, but 1 want you 
to know I've seen many men carried 
out of this building. I dont like it. - 
Sparc me, Dorothy! Spare me your 
bullshit, okay? When I pointed out to 
you that you used to write homopho¬ 
bic columns for the New York Post, 
your reply was: ‘Not, realty.' Well, you 
can't get half pregnant, hoc. 

Ultimately the real problem with 
stories like Rabinowitz’s lies not so 
much in what was written but in what 
hasn't been covered in the particular 
publication in question. New York, like 
Vanity Fair, when ■ comes to homosex¬ 
uality, only’ seem to go for these sensa¬ 
tional STORIES THAT WILL 
SELL—stones about tormented, crazed 
evil homosexuals ruining their own lives 
and trying to ruin others. But rarely do 
we see stones about the real heroes in 
the community; the real people who are 
doing incredible things. Rarely do we 
see stones at all about gays unless k is 
about some son of special interest—art. 
Interior design, fashion, etc And so, the 
white, upper-middle class yuppie New 
Yorker only gets one picture of the 
queer—and it ain't a pretty one. 

*We have gay people on staff 
here,* said Kosner. “And have many 
gay writers who work for us. - Oh 
please, Mr. Kosner. Yeah, and Dorothy 
has lots of gay friends too. When I 
asked you—the editor and publisher of 
a magazine called New York which 
purports to cover the most diverse city 
in the world and a city with hundreds 
of thousands of gays and lesbians— 
when was the last time you put an 
openly gay or lesbian person from this 
community on your cover, you 
couldn't come up with an answer. ▼ 
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longtime employee of the compa¬ 
ny whose health care benefits 
were suddenly and dramatically 
reduced when it was revealed that 
be had AIDS. 

A motion to dismiss the case, filed 
by attorneys for H&H, is currently 
pending. According to David Ban, a 
Lambda staff attorney, the decision 
whether or not to dismiss will rest on 
whether federal law regulating employ¬ 
ee benefit plans is interpreted as pro¬ 
tecting HIV-infected persons from 
benefits reduction. Barr said Lambda's 
attorneys fed confident that H&H will 
make a satisfactory settlement if the 
motion to dismiss is denie d 

In the action against Galaxy 
Carpet Mills, ACT UP members from 
around the country flooded the 
company’s switchboard on Jan. 25. 
Participants In the action placed 
calls to executives and workers 
throughout the company, informing 
them of the discriminatory policy 
and attempting to explain the dan¬ 
gerous precedent set by illness-spe¬ 
cific denials of health care benefits. 

Galaxy, whose health care plan 
is administered by Allied Benefit Sys¬ 
tems, Inc., had set a lifetime cap of 
$10,000 on reimbursements for med¬ 
ical expenses incurred for treatment 
of HTV and other sexually transmit¬ 
ted diseases unless the affected 
employee could prove that the Ill¬ 
ness was ‘involuntarily acquired.* 
Allied denied having played any role 
in establishing the benefit structure 
of Galaxy's health plan. 

Anthony Bennett of ACT UP/New 
York fold OutWetk that Galaxy had 
been forced to rescind its discrimina¬ 
tory policy before any HIV-related 
claims had been made. "We were 
lucky with Galaxy,* he said. Tt only 
took two weeks for them to change 
their minds, and the contingency 
plans we’d made [for further actions) 
weren’t necessary.* 

In a letter to ACT UP, Galaxy 
Director of Human Resources Jack M. 
Pounds promised that the company 
would amend its policy by Feb. 15. 

ACT UP’s Bennett said that the 
group planned other such actions in the 
near future. "We're looking at another 
company right now,* he said W 


PWA CONVICTED tram pa,* 14 

have never been in trouble in my life. 

I was holding my oldest [child]. He 
opened the door to [sobbing] and I 
tried to get him away from my son 
and he punched me in my lip and I 
screamed and I said, Tm sick and I 
have AIDS.™ 

In related litigation miners across 
the United States, several people with 
AIDS have been prosecuted for similar 
offenses. Gregory Scroggins of Smyr¬ 
na, Georgia, was sentenced to ten 
years in prison for allegedly biting a 
police officer. In Kansas, a man who 
told two officers he had AIDS and 
then spit at them was charged with six 
felonies, including ‘making a terrorist 
threat.* And in Texas, an HIV-positive 
inmate was sentenced to life In prison 
for allegedly spitting at a guard. 

A spokesperson from the Nation¬ 
al AIDS Hotline said there is a very 
low chance of infection through con¬ 
tact with saliva, but the risk of infec¬ 
tion is increased slightly if the saliva is 
mixed with blood. The spokesperson 
said there are no documented cases 
of AIDS spreading through saliva. HTV 
is transmitted through blood, semen 

and vaginal fluids. ▼ _ 

PWA SHELTERS frwip«t*K 

New York Qty Coundhwoman Ronnie 
Bdridge. Speaking to reporters, Eldridgc 
said, *We cant stand by and watch 'cri¬ 
sis management’ become the govern¬ 
ment that we thought would use careful 
and long-term planning.* 

Eldridgc said that the implemen¬ 
tation of the shelter plan would ‘send 
a chilling cynicism through the city,* 
and she appealed to Mayor Dinkins 
not to go ahead with the program. T 


AMFAA Irom p*f • 17 

remain in force, the coalition’s objec¬ 
tive is to persuade the INS that its 
agents should simply accept a ‘nega¬ 
tive* response and not subject foreign 
travelers to further scrutiny. 

This recommended laissez-faire 
attitude toward enforcement of the 
regulation would be equivalent, Flana¬ 
gan said, to the attitude the INS now 
adopts toward homosexual travelers. 
Although it remains technically illegal 
for the INS to admit gay visitors into 
the U.S., the agency will only act to 


prevent a traveler’s entry in the unlike¬ 
ly case that he or she declares his or 
her homosexuality while crossing a 
border or going through customs. 

Flanagan, who studied law at 
Columbia University and at the Uni¬ 
versity of Toronto, has been involved 
in AIDS issues for more than five 
years, and was an active member of 
ACTUP before moving to Canada to 
teach at McGill. He has written a 
number of articles on legal and cMl 
rights aspects of the AIDS/HIV epi¬ 
demic ▼ 


"UWDNESS" from r*,* 1J 

told them that the usual practice in 
such cases—even if actual intercourse 
is discovered—is "to shine a light on 
and embarrass those involved, but not 
to anest or prosecute than.* 

According to Lt. Fellner, 20 to 30 
arrests for public lewdness are made 
each year in Riis Park, almost all of 
them among homosexuals. However, 
the incidence of such arrests has 
declined considerably, be said, since 
nude bathing was outlawed five years 
ago in a section where k had previous¬ 
ly been allowed. 

Any complaints of antigay bias 
against the park police occurred as 
much as ten years ago, stemming 
from concerns that police were focus¬ 
ing on homosexuals in that area of 
the beach, Fellner said. *We 
explained it wasn't our policy to con¬ 
centrate only on homosexuals, but 
only on lewdness or public sexual 
activity.* And, he said, the park 
police have worked with the New 
York Qty Lesbian and Gay Anti-Vio¬ 
lence project in the past on gay-relat¬ 
ed violence crimes in the park. 

Still, the two friends from Brook¬ 
lyn say they will persevere. They plan 
to consult with a lawyer through the 
pro bono legal services offered at the 
Lesbian and Gay Community Services 
Center in Manhattan. And If the charges 
arc thrown out, they are at least suing 
for harassment 

*1 just don't think it's right,* said 
Fcrina, who is out to his family but has 
not tokl all of them about the incident. 
"No one has ever discriminated against 
me before, especially the police. I 
didn't do anything wrong, but now I'm 
paying.* ▼ 
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EVERY WEEK ON MANHATTAN CABLE CHANNEL J (23) 


THURSDAYS 




10:30 pm 

• Gey Week in Review 

• Act-Up 

• GCN Close-Up 

• Sports 

• Lavender Health 

Phone sex lines under fire: with Andy 
Humm, Gabriel Rotello, OutWeek Kendall 
Morrison, OutWeek: and Norman Siegal, 
NYCLU 

11:00 pm 

The Right Stuff 

• Naming Names 

• All About Women 

• Media Watch 

• Staying Out 

• Around the Country 

• Razor Sharp 

Profiles: The Gay 90's: Barbara Smith 

Music of the 90 s featuring David Vella 

SUNDAYS 



1- 

Men A Films 

_March 4_□ 

11:30 pm 

Reviews of male erotica along with Interview with Lee Jennings; Clips 

interviews behind the scenes with film tP™ Secref;4cfior) Man. Blackjacks, 
star5 The Cherry. Part II of fun wrth the 

Male Body 

MONDAYS 



1 

Be My Quest 

March 5 I 

10:00 pm 

Sybil Bruncheon hosts a panel 
game show with surprise guests, 
secret Passions An original gay 
soap opera. 

Clips from Sybil's Closet 


Gay Cabla Network 

32 Union Square East, Suite 1217 
New York, NY 10003 
(212)477-4220 














Film 


Girls on Film 



‘Changing the Subject: An International Exhibition of 
VPbric by Black, Asian and Latin Women from Australia, 
Canada, Britain and the United States.’ Anthology Film 
Archives. 32-34 Second Ave. March 1 through 9 

by Monica Dorenkamp 

W omen Make Movies is all about just that The 
largest (because the only) national, non-prof¬ 
it feminist media arts organization, Women 
Make Movies is in its 18th year of collecting, promoting 
and distributing independently produced films and videos 
by and about women. For ‘Changing the Subject,’ they 
have selected 18 films and videos from their growing and 
increasingly diverse collection (including a substantial hold¬ 
ing of works by and about lesbians). Ranging from 11 to 
108 minutes in length, the works are from Australia, 
Canada, Great Britain and the United States, and will be 
shown over a series of four evenings. 

The exhibition is, appropriately enough, entitled 
‘Changing the Subject,* a task shared by all of these works. 
Produced by women of color, the films and videos are 
often (semi-) autobiographical, changing the subject in 
terms of content and in terms of subjective point of view. 


All of these works— 
whether autobiographical 
or not—involve women of 
color looking at women of 
color; a re-focusing of the 
white, male camera eye. 

As such, this series is 
not only a long overdue 
one, but a rare opportunity 
to see works which, 
because they explicitly 
challenge conventional 
representations of women 
and specifically of women 
of color, are simply never 
shown. 

Although the specific 
focus shifts from work to 
work—emphasizing the dif¬ 
ferences between these 
works, each of which 
focuses on difference— 
consistent throughout them 
is the strong presence of 
women s voices telling sto¬ 
ries of marginal existence. 
This Is the case even when it is the difficulty of speaking, 
after so many years of silence, that is being addressed; for all 
of these works, as works by women, are themselves exam¬ 
ples of women speaking And many of them have created 
the necessary new spaces from which to do so. 

Among the 'Re-Visions' offerings from Great Britain is 
the United States premiere of Ftesb & Paper, a film by 
Kenya-born, British filmmaker Pratibha Parmar. Originally 
made for British television's Channel 4 'Out on Tuesday* 
series, Parmar's film is a portrait of Suniti Namjoshi, an 
Indian lesbian poet and writer. The film is visually very 
beautiful, though in an elegant and understated way. Most 
striking about it is the overwhelming respect with which 
Parmar has filmed her subject, allowing her to speak her¬ 
self, often directly to the camera which does not attempt to 
appropriate her words or her image. With the exceptions of 
brief interviews with other Asian lesbians living in Britain 
and with Namjoshi's lover, the film is entirely in Namjoshi's 
own voice, as she alternately discusses her life and work 
and reads from her writings. Interested in how ‘language 
invents worlds,* it is appropriate that Namjoshi be allowed 
to (re-)create as much of her own world as is possible in 
this film (she. at one point, discusses the difficulties inher¬ 
ent in her speaking and writing at all in English, the lan¬ 
guage, for her, of British imperialism). 

Beyond introducing Namjoshi and her work to a wider 
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Film 


Oscar's Gay Affairs 


by Bruce C Steele 


T he earliest openly homosex¬ 
ual movie role I can find that 
earned an actor an Oscar 
nomination was Estelle Parsoa's les¬ 
bian turn In Racbel, Rachel in 1968. 
She didn't win. 

Nor did Peter Pinch win for 
Sunday, Bloody Sunday. Nor Cher for 
Sllkwood Nor Al Pacino nor Chris 
Sarandon for Dog Day Afternoon —the 
only movie In which the candid por¬ 
trayal of two gay lovers earned both 
performers nominations. Of course, 
Pacino and Sarandon never got doser 
to each other than the opposite ends 
of a telephone line, and their charac¬ 
ters were both dearly nut cases, but 
they uvrvgay. For what it’s worth. 

Since 1986, when William Hurt 
won the only Oscar ever awarded for 
a flagrantly gay role (In Kiss of the 
Spider Woman), no performer in a 
homosexual part has even been nom¬ 
inated. But don't think the Academy 
is being any more homophobic than 
usual. The first criterion has never 
been whether the character is gay or 
straight, but whether the picture is 
appropriate for the Oscar: a movie 
that oozes with integrity, social 
import, traditional sentiment and 
■American’ values. This year's big 
nominees —Driving Miss Daisy, Bom 
on the Fourth of July, Dead Poets 
Society and My Left Foot—ere all high¬ 
ly appropriate They just didn't hap¬ 
pen to have any gay characters 
aboard. (The absence of lesbians and 
gay men from most Hollywood films 
is an endless topic, of course—see, 
for example, Richard Natale's insight¬ 
ful article on AIDS movies in a recent 
Village Voice.) 

Of course, the first concern of 
Academy members who nominate in 
the acting categories is to honor aging 
icons they fear might die unrewarded. 
Then they look for any well-known 


players starring in that year's big pic¬ 
ture, preferably a historical epic like 
Patton or Gbandi or Ben Hur or 
Bom on the Fourth of July (which 
might have been titled The Worst 
Years of Our lived. 

Those concerns attended to, the 
Academy sometimes seems to go out 
of its way to nominate all available 
deviations from the straight, white, 
healthy American ideal. Oscar often 
picks out the handicapped, the 
deformed, the queer—you know, the 
difficult roles. Depravity and physical 
defect. Academy voters figure, is hard 
to get right. For 1989. they selected a 
paraplegic (Tom Cruise), a man with 
cerebral palsy (Daniel Day Lewis), a 
woman driven mad (Isabel Adjani), a 
terminal diabetic (Julie Roberts), a 
couple of Blacks and quite a number 
of Jews. Oscar is egalitarian, after all, 
and does not value one kind of aber¬ 
ration over another. There may not be 
any homosexual roles nominated this 


reference. Larger-than-life historical 
figures do nicely, as does any role 
with lots of struggling and yelling and 
suffering. That’s where the gay parts 
often figure in. 

Before Racbel, Rachel, closeted 
homosexual characters were some¬ 
times among the nominees, like 
Warren Beatty's sexually ambivalent 
Clyde Barrow in Bonnie and Clyde, 
Peter OTooie's Lawrence of Arabia or 
Sal Mineo’s James-Dean-obscssed 
teenager in Rebel Without a Cause. 
But in the last 21 years, more openly 
gay roles have been nominated (and 
have lost) with some frequency. 

Inevitably, the gay ports that earn 
Oscar bids are most often played for 
pathos or as serpents in the garden, 
as in Racbel, Racbel Best picture win¬ 
ner Midnight Cowboy garnered nomi¬ 
nations for Jon Voight, as a reluctant 
hustler of homosexuals, and Dustin 
Hoffman, as his not-quite-lover. They 
were innocents, and pathetic, as 


year, but there aren't any drug addicts 
or flying nuns, either. 

For the typical Academy voter, a 
•stunning* performance is simply a 
credible portrayal of a character from 
far outside their comfortable frame of 


opposed to the two more outwardly- 
gay characters in the film, who were 
shamed and physically assaulted. 
Valerie Perrine's lesbian inclination in 
Lenny was steeped in disgust and 
Sm OSCAR m f7 
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Cabergay 


Pictures In the Hall. Eighty- 
Eights. 228 W 10th Street. 924-0068 
February 26 and March 12, 19 and 
16 at 8 pm. 


Awash as we are in singers devot¬ 
ing entire sets to one composer, lyricist 
or lyric-writing team (witness Jeff 
Hamar’s swift ascent with the Gomden 
and Green-inspired 'Carried Away"), 
rarely do composers venture before the 
spotlight to display their musical wares. 
Craig Carnelia who has contributed 
songs to Kbrfcrjg. Diamonds and wrote 
the score to the 1982 Broadway flop, b 
There Ufe After Ifigb Scbooi> lus decided 
to test the waters. Joined by singer 
Maureen Silliman, their show. Pictures 
on tbe Wall, offers a potpourri of 
Camelia-penned tunes which often 
emphasize and pay homage to a melan¬ 


cholic view of life. The results are a 
mixed bag that wont set anyone's ears 
asunder but offer a unique viewpoint on 
life. 

Carnelia is a tall and slightly-built 
fellow with a penchant for melodic 
self-reflection. His songs seemed 
steeped in minor keys and offer the lis¬ 
tener little opportunity to soar with a 
melodic line. Tunes with offbeat titles 
like “The First 40 years* and 'A Kid 
Inside* chronicle life’s ups and downs 
from various viewpoints, but Carnelia 
fails to provide that final punch which 
inhabits 'I Dreamed a Dream* or even 
Paul Anka's *My Way.* His two most 
noble efforts, *Just a Housewife* and 
‘Diary of a Homecoming Queen* 
sounded grim and heavy-handed and 
bordered on sameness. I desperately 
waited for an exhilarating high spirited 


blast that would transcend both the 
music and lyric but it never arrived. 

Silliman, a Broadway veteran with 
a strong belt voice carried most of the 
show. By no means a slide performer, 
she has a homespun quirkiness that 
worked especially well on two perky 
numbers; "Avocado.* a ditty concerning 
one's similarity to that distinguished veg¬ 
etable and “Old Movies,* a jazzy spoof 
of famed motion picture duos. Silliman’s 
forceful vibrato blended.well with 
Camdia’s light tenor and she performed 
her various solos with industrious 
aplomb. 

Given the paucity of theatrical com¬ 
posers today, we should be happy to 
have Craig Carnelia with us. Next time, 
a broader and more varied repetoire 
would make for a more enjoyable 
evening. —John K'ossrr 


She/He 


New Anatomies by Timbertake Wertenbaker. Home for 
Contemporary Theater and Art. 44 Walker Street. 
Through March 4. 


by Michael Poller 

O ur souls are inside-out and alone,* says a cross¬ 
dressing woman journalist in Timberlake 
Wsitcnboker’s New Anatomies That is the dilemma 
of anyone at odds with a society's need to set boundaries on 
behavior, expression and self-identity. It is the story of Isabelle 
Eberhardt, who, at the turn of the century, left her staid life as 
a young Swiss woman on the vetge of marriage and ran off to 
Algeria to live, dressed as a man, among the Arabs. 

Early on, her mother sings, "I’d rather be a rich man's dar¬ 
ling than a young man’s slave." Isabelle would rather be no 
man's, woman’s or society's anything unless it s on her own 
terms She rarely found that ideal state. In Algeria, the French 
looked down on her for speaking to the native servants in 
their own language; the women disapproved of her dressing 
as a man. Some Arabs were sufficiently outraged at a woman 
in their midst participating in male rituals that they attempted 
to kill her (although others accepted her immediately). One 
might imagine that lesbians, whose company, at least, she 
occasionally shared, looked askance at her insistence that she 


Theater 


I CANT BE SURE _ Photo; Martha Swope Assoc 

Kate Fufllei and Colatta Kirby 

“liked boys* and slept with them (although whether the boys 
knew she was a woman or thought she was a fetching young 
man is left, perhaps deliberately, vague). A londy rule-brcak- 

Sm SHE/HE on p*g« 66 
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Music 

Not So Long Ago 
and Far Away 


A moodily consumer guide to new and unusual music. 


by Madam X 

R ecord hunting isn't a pasttime—for some it's a 
way of life. My happiest afternoons are spent at a 
used record store, going through every bin, one 
by ooe, preferably in alphabetical order. Needless to say, I 
have trouble dating. There aren't that many women willing 
to spend hours crunched over filthy piles of singles looking 
for Ldiput's elusive "Ebige Wind.* To save you the inconve¬ 
nience of getting your fingernails dirty, or worse, spending 
hard cash on worthless vinyl, the following should allow 
you to spend your music dollars wisely. 

Marc AknondJJacques /(Some Bizarre, import) 

Marc Almond never had to prove his gay credentials: 
he never pretended to be something he wasn't, and such 
honesty isn't that widespread. For most of the American 
public, Almond is Soft Cell s voice, and Soft Cell is "Tainted 
Love." Few know that Almond has had a busy solo career 
since the early 80s, and that he has made some of the most 
brilliant albums to ever grace this shameless industry. If 
you don't have a copy of Torment and Toreros, you’re 
missing out on something. 

Contributing to the re-birth of a certain cabaret sensi¬ 
bility during the 1980s (One of his most accomplished 
albums, Mother Fist, featured a tribute to Judy Garland, 
"Saint Judy."), he never forgot its camp spirit, but he also 
managed to give the genre a renewed dignity. After landing 
a British chart-topper with a cover of Gene Pitney’s 
"Something Gotta Hold of My Heart" last year, Almond 
could have butchered a commercial follow-up. Instead, he 
chose to record a whole album of songs by Jacques Brel. 
These songs, translated in English from the original French, 
have always been a staple of his show, but be finally got 
around to putting ail of them onto one album. The result is 
quite depressing, yet enthralling, Brd’s desperate cynicism 
being given a new life by Almond, who plays the game to 
the hilt. Don't expect anything pop around here, but the 
album is rewarding once you get to listen to it carefully. 

biack^rls/Procedure/(Mzmmoth) 

blackgirls are Eugenia Lee, Hollis Brown and Dana 
Better, three white women from North Carolina. They do 


wear black clothes, though, and when they played in New 
York, Lee was wearing black lipstick and a black bow in 
her hair. You see, Lee is a very intense person: when she 
looks at you, her very pale blue eyes pierce easily through 
your jaded I-llve-ln-New-York-rvc-seen-it-all attitude 
(speaking of which, I went to a Lydia Lunch reading 
recently, what a hoot, though maybe I shouldn't have wom 
my blue parka). In their spare time, she and Dana put out 
a fanzine titled Eat My Sbit, remarkable for its anti-authori¬ 
tarian, semi-anarchist attitude. 

blackgirls produce their unique sound with only an 
acoustic guitar, a piano and a violin (adding a mandolin on 
"A Visit to the Behaviorist*). Produced by Joe Boyd (10,000 
Maniacs, REM, Fairport Convention) this album is slick and 
crisp, without sounding overproduced. The songs can be as 
quiet as a lake's surface, or they can twist and raise their 
ugly heads, especially when Lee is handling the vocals. The 
opening track is typical of their stance. Dana starts singing 
softly (about love, arrggghhhh) until, after a brief pause, 
you hear Lee snarling, "Yeah, right,* before adding her own 
version of the story to Dana's. 

This band deserves your attention, because it's origi¬ 
nal, uncompromising and adventurous. And on stage they 
kick ass! 

Opal 1 Early Recordings /(Rough Trade) 

Once you’ve got your adrenaline level in the red. Opal 
is about the only thing likely to calm you down. Revolving 
around David Rohack (ex-Rain Parade) and Kendra Smith 
(ex-Dream Syndicate), Opal made one album in 1987, 
Happy Nightmare Baby (SST), which I had mixed feelings 
about. Sure, Kendra has a beautiful voice, but it was buried 
behind guitars that were way too loud and needlessly 
aggressive. Fortunately, this present album collects tracks 
recorded between 1964 and 1967. some of them previously 
unreleased, and we get the songs and the voice without the 
heavy arrangements. This is everything the soft side of 
psychedelic should be, and if Syd Barrett (original Pink 
Floyd percussionist and rumored subject of the film The 
WaU) were sill alive, he’d love it Take the opening track, 
"Empty Box Blues." Smith's voice Is floating sweetly over a 
sona folky background, and you think that it can't get bet¬ 
ter than that, until it does: a piano comes along to counter¬ 
point the vocals. Pure bliss, they repeat this feat 12 times 
(13 if you get the CD). This is the perfect soundtrack when 
you happen to be on the turnpike on a rainy night, with 
your sleepy significant other in the passenger seat. (This 
album should also be quite good on a Sunday morning, 
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with the Times' Arts and Entertainment section and a solid 
brunch, but I haven't tried that yet.) 

ZEtrospectivc /Hope Springs Eternal and 
Dancing in the Face of Adversity /(ZE/lsland) 

This two-CD compilation is the most indispensable 
thing to have hit the stands in, oh, about ten years. Thanks 
to its nutty boss. Michael Zilkha, the now-defunct ZE 
record label once had one of the most diverse and exciting 
roster of artists of the time. Now all the fabulous artists to 
have graced this label are gathered on one, or actually 
two, silver slices. A blast from the past, yes indeed. Where 
else now could you get Lydia Lunch right next to Was (not 
Was) 5 All my faves from the late 70s/early 80s are there, in 
their splendid, delirious extravagance. 

As far as moving your feet go, Dancing tn the Face of 
Adversity rules supreme. Kid Creole and the Coconuts (whom 1 
admit I saw at least seven times between 1962 and 1965. and 
not only because of the Coconuts) gives us Tm a Wboderful 
Thing, Baby,* which was alone enough to send me, in a fit of 
nostalgia, back to listening to the complete works of Mr. 
August DamdL In the same Latin vein, Don Armando's Second 
Avenue Rhumba Bond with their classic "Deputy of Love* Cm 
melting, I’m melting) testify 
to the Influence of the 
Darnell galaxy. Cristina's 
•Disco Gone" is there too, 
along with Material's 
‘Busting Out* (Nona 
Hendryx circa 1962-3). 

James White’s ‘Contort 
Yourself,* Caroline Loeb's 
Euro-decadent trash *A 
Malibu* and Lizzy Mcrcier 
Desdoux, the French Cutie 
on Tim on the Move"! 

The second disc, Hope 
Springs Bernal, has anoth¬ 
er batch of goodies, with 
the splendiferous Wait¬ 
resses doing the best 
Christmas song ever, 

‘Christmas Wrapping * And 
Christina again, this time in 
her pseudo-serious mood. 
for even when they were 
trying really hard, nobody 
on ZE could keep a 
straight face for tong. Jeez, 
even Lydia Lunch was fun¬ 
ny, sort of—her lan¬ 
guorous lounge number, 

‘Lady Scarfacc* sounds 
nothing like her later work 
(or even her earlier work 
for that matter), which you 
can compare because 
there's a Teenage Jesus 


If you buy only one thing this month, get this. Urgent, 
br illiant, fun, danccy. this is ZE. 

And speaking of disco... 

Let's start with Acid Horse and Ho Name, No Slogan 
(Wfcx TraxO- It’s the same track appearing on both sides, 
with two different production teams. Alain ‘Ministry* 
Jourgensen and Revolting Cocks are on side A and 
they’re unusually subdued, the vocals sort of sung, not 
shouted. Side B is produced by Cabaret Voltaire, and if* 
terrific. It sounds more techno,* as in early 80s, as In 
processed vocals, as in Kraftwerk. Clocking in at nine 
minutes, this goes on and on and on. Renegade 
Soundwave's BUing my Nails (Mute/Enigma) is a bit Uke 
Meat Beat Manifesto, only slower. This is the side of the 
British invasion you don't hear often, unless you’re into 
this whole ‘hard acid* scene. Meandering fragments of 
melody, sampling and vocals sound as if they wondered 
what they were doing there. On the B side, ‘Cocaine 
Sex’ has the most evil bass line since ‘Pump Up the 
Volume * Finally, Boxcar’s Insect (Arista) is disco, disco, 
disco (Ten years later and it's still there. Oooooaf, I knew 
I was right all along. I’ll go and dust off my Saturday 
Night Fever album right now.) ▼ 


track too. 
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Music 


Smokin’ and a' Cheatin' 


led. lang. and the Reclines. Feb. 
15. New Brunswick Cultural Center, 
New Brunswick, NJ. 


by Victoria Starr 

To dance is human. But to Polka 
is ditine. —k.d. lang 

M s. k.d. lang is quite an 

anomaly. Dressed from 
head to toe in a purple 
zoot suit, gold blouse with matching 
socks and purple patent leather buckle 
shoes, she looks more like a big bond 
leader than a Coun try/'Western crooner. 
Hailing from ‘the rolling hills" of 
Alberta, Canada, this big-boned gal, 
along with her (Indeed) big band, the 
Reclines, is the most likely Country/ 
Western crossover act since the Everty 
Brothers. And k.d.’s got the biggest 
voice north of Nashville. 

Surely you've heard of led. Often 
touted as the new Patsy Cline (a com¬ 
parison that proves truer of the band's 
sound than hers), she is particularly 
known in our circle for an even more 
desperate reason: the unsubstantiated 
rumor that she is "one of the girts." A 
little bit country, a little bit blues, and 
a whole lotta swing, k.d. lang is 
refreshingly accessible, daring a bold 
new approach to one of North 
America's more traditional genres of 
music. Shining with self-confidence 
and oozing with charm, her vitality on 
stage captures even the non-fan of 
country/western music, as she shakes, 
rattles and rolls like a female Elvis. 

Moreover, ltd b a tease. On stage 
she loves that we love her, and coyly 
toys with the fantasies of whichever 
gender is wanting ft. Immediately fol¬ 
lowing her opening number. ‘Big Big 
Love," she provocatively declared, "this 
new song is for all the women in the 
audience.. (pregnant pause)...who con¬ 
sider themselves...(pause as our pulses 
quicken)...big-boned gals." latex, she 


began to camp ft up, 
bolding up a 
cigarette and pro¬ 
claiming, "I dont 
smoke, and no, 1 
don't cheat. So why 
is It that these articles 
of temptation make 
such good country/ 
‘Ifs 


a living." shouted my 
girlfriend. "Yeah, it's 
a living," sighed k.d. 

Yet while tang's 
charm is dearly what 
pushes her over the 
top (who else could 
have looked so 
naively earnest as 
she politely told 
Connie Chung to 
mind her own busi¬ 
ness on national tele¬ 
vision), there's a 
minor contradiction 
in her approach—a 
contradiction that 
will likely work itself 
out as she becomes 
more settled in her 
new-found fame. In 
concert she seems to 
encourage a casual, 
more intimate rela- OUR KIND OF WOMAN 
tionship with the '“B •»* company 


audience, which the audience, in turn, 
reciprocates But in this case, both 
singer and audience lost sight of the 
boundaries, and the more vocally 
responsive was the audience, the more 
annoyed die seemed to become. It may 
be that k.d simply suffers a mild dis¬ 
dain towards her celebrity status. More 
likely she finds it hard playing both 
sides of the fence. 

In both her recordings and her live 
performances, k.d lang nukes it dear 
that she is thoroughly committed to her 
craft, bound and determined to be 
accepted as a formidable C/W artist. 
Her versatility as a vocalist is 
unmatched in such a young artist, 


whether she’s performing the sultry 
blues number, "111 Be Gone," or belting 
out the honky-tonk of "Heart Like 
Mine." Such virtuosity has garnered her 
much attention over the last few years, 
not the least of which was the invitation 
to work with the legendary Roy 
Orbison. To this day, Orbison's "Crying" 
is one of tang’s strongest works. 

But the country/westem scene 
offers no easy entry to a young and 
uncompromising upstart like k.d. It’s 
bad enough that she's a woman, 
worse still that she may not be the 
right kind of woman. She jokinglyl 
makes the point as she tdls the story 
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Art 


Liner Notes 


The Indomitable Spirit, international Center of 
Photography. 1130 5th Awe. 768-*5fl0. Thrtxgh Aprf 7. 


by Amy Cappellazzo 

T he Indomitable Spirit* at International 

Center of Photography, Midtown, is dubious 
in composition but not in intention. This 
exhibit, organized by Photographers ♦ Friends 
United Against AIDS, called upon leading figures in 
the photography community to contribute works P 
which “affirmed the will to live...that celebrated i 
human endurance and resiliency in the face of over¬ 
whelming obstacles.* With such vague stipulations, 
the show was collectively destined to be what it 
is—scattered and unencompassing. The general con¬ 
tinuity in medium was the only unifying factor of the 
work. Obviously each artist has a different idea of 
what “affirmation of the will to live* means, and 
how it is visually articulated. 

The Siam Twins submitted multiple portrait 
images of Rembrandt and Andres Serrano contribut¬ 
ed a dbachrome abstract of an ejaculation. With a 
show so varied in content, it is difficult for a curator 
to synthesize ideas. To display the works collectively 
under the pretense of work donated for auction to 
raise money for AIDS would have made more sense Roulind Solomon. Barbara Bract. Mtdictl Doctor (Attacktd by a 
and would have allowed the viewer to gain clarity *bark la 1363), South Africa, 19T 


based on personal insights and interpretations. Instead, we 
kind of handholding. The faux pas of this show 
was attempting to find a common thread of the artists' work 
and their visual relationship to the AIDS crisis. Perhaps the 
ultimate curatorial no-no is the explaining of what a work 
means to the audience. Beside each piece, in addition to 
the title, name of artist and medium is an explanation of 
what it means, cither literally or metaphorically to life and 
AIDS. Some are distant stretches; others are merely synec- 
dochic for art as it relates to life in general. 

This is well illustrated by the cowboy photograph by 
Richard Prince, a photographer whose acclaim came from 
romantic images for 70s cigarette ads. Here we have this 
grainy, softly lit image of a cowboy and a horse crossing a 
i; an image typically embellished to romanticize the 
American West. Its relationship to an affirmation of life 
seems as reasonable as anything else; after all, you could 
depict a will to live by showing an absence of life and still 
make a case for it. Our given script seems to think this 
relates to AIDS and to life in that “we are pioneers, we 
have conquered nature and we are in control.* I suppose 
it is so if you think so. It seems one could have made a 
connection from this to the popularity of country-western 



decor in leather bars, or the desire of some people with 
AIDS to own a horse. 

Certain works in “The Indomitable Spirit* are related in 
content and emotion. David Moffett and Barbara Kruger’s 
verbally confrontational pieces are not unlike each other's, 
nor arc Herb Ritts' and Robert Mapplethorpe's silver gelatin 
prints of beautiful bodies. 

The explanations sometimes provide interesting infor¬ 
mation about the work. To know that Brian Weil became 
very interested and dedicated to helping infants with AIDS 
is a notable aside, but on the whole, is not crucial to 
appreciate or understand his work. 

Overall, the quality of the works in the show is 
exceptionally high. Some of the finest chroniclers of 
society and culture of this era are represented under one 
roof and can be experienced at one time. This in and of 
itself Is life-affirming and shows and enduranc? of 
humanity in the face of societal and political obstacles. 
And if “life is but the theater,* we, as an audience of 
these times, certainly do not require direction of how to 
respond emotionally to a time of crisis and a need for 
hope. If you ignore the attempt to curate the concern of 
a community, you will capture hope in person. ▼ 
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Books 


The Castro's "Gone 
with the Wind" 


Some Dance to Remember by 

Jack Fritscher. Knights Press. $11.00. 
562 pp. 


by Christopher Davis 

I have long had three inflexible 
rules for writing book reviews: 
(1) I will not review a book that 
I do not like, for not only does no 
one look sillier than when being 
bitchy in print, but the review might 
also be interpreted as sour grapes on 
my part for some arcane reason or 
another; (2) I will not write an 
unqualified rave, for fawning in print 
looks even sillier than being bitchy; 
and (3) 1 will not review books writ¬ 
ten by writers who have reviewed my 
books, for reasons that should be 
obvious. 0 do admit to being once 
very tempted to break rules one and 
three simultaneously, but my motives 
were not pure and eventually reason 
won and the rules remained unbro¬ 
ken.) I am about to come very dose 
to breaking rule two. I loved Some 
Dance to Remember, all 562 pages of 
it When page proofs arrived I read 
through them in one day, unable to 
aop, then I reread them more slowly 
over the next week, and now I have 
read them again, and still my opinion 
has not changed: Some Dance to 
Remember is the best gay novel since 
Dancer From the Dance, which I 
doubt will ever be equalled—another 
writer might come along with the 
same skill, but the feeling of the 70s 
that pervades Dancer and makes it so 
exciting can never be recaptured 
At the heart of Some Dance to 
Remember is a love affair between 
Ryan, a Castro resident who has always 
idolized bodybuilders, and Kick (as in 
'that's not a dick, that's a kickstand*). 


who is the archetypal California 
Golden Man. Kick is even more than 
that He’s the blond super muscle hunk 
on the cover of bodybuilding maga¬ 
zines; he's fantasy sex incarnate. In 
Ryan, who worships him, he finds 
something he needs. I know, it sounds 
dreadful; however, the author uses 


sophomore year in high school and 
soon thereafter marries Ryan's broth¬ 
er, Thom, their mother asks, 

you have such a lately dark 
complexion. Wbat nationality are 
you, dearV 

Protestant,' Sandy answered 
To say that this marriage was not 





great care to develop the characters, 
and the reader becomes very involved 
in their relationship. 

One of the strengths of this 
novel, which helps sustain its length, 
is that the author draws the minor 
characters as carefully as the major 
ones. Ryan's family is extremely 
Catholic, and when they meet the 
teenage girl, who dropped out of her 


successful would be exag¬ 
gerated understatement, 
although, with three very 
offensive children, it was 
fertile. 

So, there is a strong 
plot and interesting char¬ 
acters, but what gives this 
book its greatest strength 
is its setting in the Castro 
over 20 years, from the 
mid-60s to the mid-80s. 
Historical events are treat¬ 
ed, for the most part, accu¬ 
rately but are seen through 
the characters, and real 
historical figures make 
brief appearances—for 
example. Divine, a two- 
ton act person,’ Pat Califia, 
who, according to the 
author is truly a macho 
slut, Robert Mapplethorpe, 
in the beginning of his 
SAM period. The sense of 
living history is strong. 
Mr. Fritscher, as others 
have, attributes the start of 
the Castro to an article in 
the June 26, 1964, Life 
magazine about the emerging gay cul¬ 
ture. "An engraved invitation to every 
faggot in America wouldn’t have 
caused more of a sensation. Reading 
Lifts expose in Iowa was like discov¬ 
ering a travel agent's dream 
brochure...' Not since Sutter’s 
Mill...has any proclamation started 
such a stampede west.* 

Sm SOME DANCE on GS 
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SMONN’ from p*g« S2 ous. Why she chose the desert—that first time, and everything onstage 

of one of her early trips to Nashville, most romantic of locales in western changes. The world becomes alive with 

when she was approached in the train patriarchal myth—os the setting for her freedom and possibilities; the stage itself 

station by a man passing out pam- drama of self-discovery, and the nature seems to get brighter and larger. It's 

phlets entitled How to Become a C/W of her sexuality, are two of the larger, shortly cut down to sae, however, by 

Superstar* (he wasn't sure whether to unanswered questions. If the pby were reams of talk. This simply reminds us 

give her the pink pamphlet or the blue not so centered on ideas and discus- that simple theatrical images, charged 

one, so she saved him the embarrass- sions—and more concerned with with all sorts of unspoken meaning, are 

men* by snatching up the pink one). Eberhardt's story rather than what it more memorable (and meaningful) than 

As she rushed off to her hotel room, ‘means*—these questions might not the intdlectualization which explains 

ready to be schooled, lesson one matter so much. After all, less need be and explains and explains, 

taught her what she had feared all revealed in a story than in an analysis, However, a critic ought not bury 

along; The higher the hair,* read the but once a play takes on the analytic die good of a production under a pile 

pamphlet, ‘the closer to god.* Not mode, an audience feels it's entitled to of his own words. New Anatomies, 

only is k.d.'s cotff of the short, wash know everything. whatever its flaws, b one of those rare 

and wear style, but to some she's a Wertenbaker even glosses over plays: it b actually about something, 
veritable cross-dresser. Eberhardt's own feelings and opinions, The struggle to live an authentic life b a 

So, against all odds, and in fact, choosing to make Isabelle either inebri- subject that never loses its importance, 

because of them, an aura of ir rev er ence ated or incoherent for long stretches, its "relevance.’ T 

seems to envelop k.d.’s work. While she while the ethers around her discuss the - - 

takes both the C/W genre and her role issues her ’case’ represents; sexual and SOMI DANCE fr«« p*t* •* 

in it very seriously, she b dearty not cultural chauvinism, political correctness At first, We in the Castro was heav- 

ready to stuff herself into a pair of spike (the lesbians at a Paris salon are some- en on earth for a gay man. Beauty was 
beds and a Dolly Parton wig. Instead what aghast to hear that Isabelle doesn't everywhere, sex was plentiful, healthy 

she walks the fine line, challenging peo- sleep with women). Colette Kilroy has and available in variety, and everyone 

pie without threatening them. She may to work very hard to overcome the void from geeks to gods found satisfaction 

not be changing the pronouns in her at the center of thb Isabelle, and it’s not somewhere. But as more and more 

songs (arc we assuming too much?), but to her discredit that she doesn't always came, and as ‘attitude' became a noun 

she could be the biggest gender-bender succeed. Indeed, the characters sur- that did net need a modifier, the Castro 

to grace middle-America’s TV screens rounding her are generally more palps- disintegrated and it b only now begin- 

since Boy George. ble, more tangible—more human—than ning to heal, although it will never be 

The world may not yet know the Isabelle. It may be that Wertenbaker the same. As Mr. Fritscher writes, 

real k.d. Lang, but hopefully that will became more interested in Isabelle as ‘Attitude assassinated characters, reputa- 

change in time. Even Connie Chung symbol than Isabelle as a specific per- tions, and motives with more venom 

would like for led. to be ‘one of the son caught in a concrete dilemma. than Dan White ever knew...The 

gkis,’ but as she allegedly explained to Often, Isabelle b merely an occasion for Attitude Game was great sport, and 

Chung after the cameras stopped the dissection of ideas. Certainly, she b great hurt; it would take years, and, 

rolling, at thb point it would get her more dissected than fleshed out Yet finally, political and medical terror, 

nowhere. Instead, she challenges the Wertenbaker can't quite let go of her before the perverse-rainbow bandana 

C/W industry as much as she thinks she central character's humanness, or the flag of intra-gay separatism [became] the 

can, believing that too much too soon human desire to simply tdl a story. real Rainbow Flag of Gay and lesbian 

will simply sec the door slam shut.Y The production, directed by Mdu unity pulling the fussing, feuding dissi- 

-Bensussen, tries to make the most of dents together in true community.* 

««/»«fro- |ms« S» minimal means. The set, by Connie AIDS enters thb novel in the 80s, of 

er, Isabelle herself fell victim to a natural Singer, b draped in sheets; all the action course, for without k, the book would 

anomaly; she died, at 27, in a flash occurs on thb basically empty space. be an unbelievable fairy tale. But AIDS 

flood in the desert. An empty stage requires sharper, more enters only historically; it b not of cen- 

Thb b raw material from which specific acting than a realistic set does. tral importance. 

Wertenbaker fashions her piece. It can With their own Imaginative work, I wrote at the beginning that thb 

be compelling, but often loses its power actresses must fill in what isn't physical- was going to be an almost unqualified 

in a confusion of form. It wants to be ly apparent to the audience. When an rave. It would have been totally 

both an example of didactic actress b playing multiple roles, the task unqualified if Mr. Fritscher had not 

theater—where the ideas come first and b that much more difficult. Of the five introduced what seems to me to be a 

the story and characters trickle women playing 17 ports, Ching Wdes/ rather nasty and didst concept: homo¬ 
down—and anecdotal theater—where Aran and Alison Stair Neet arc most masculinity—the super men. those 

the ideas and themes emerge out of consistently the actresses we want to with great, muscular bodies and strong 

character and action. watch before they say a word. minds who would never be caught in 

Much of what one would like to There are moments that work quite drag or own any pet that wasn't a 

know about Ebeihardt remains mysteri- wdl. Isabelle dons her turban for the snarling brute. Mr. Fritscher writes the 
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appropriate words that say that all 
kinds of gay men and lesbians are 
equal members of what 1 shall call 
*our community' for simplicity, but it 
is obvious that, at least in this novel, 
the author dearly thinks the "homo 
masculinists,* the 'manly homosexu¬ 
als,* are superior. My notes 
summarize my opinion about this 
point; I wrote 'Bullshit! Fritschcr takes 
himself too seriously here.' However, 
and this is a big "however,' the novel 
is large enough and complex enough 
so that the politics, right or wrong, do 
not interrupt it, and. in fact, give the 
reader something to think about. 

jacket blurbs are often irrelevant or 
silly, but there is one on this book that 
comes pretty dose. 'Some Dance to 
Remember is the Gone With the Wind 
of sexual liberation.* 1 would say it is 
the Gone With the Wind of the Castro, 
but the point is almost the same. ▼ 



decadence, and Bette Midler's same- 
sex affair in The Rose seemed merely 
a drug-induced thing. On the other 
hand, the homosexuality in Steven 
Spielberg's Tbe Color Purple was so 
delicately understated that Whoopi 
Goldberg and Margaret Avery’s Oscar 
nominations may wdl have been for 
the aplomb with which they didn't 
make love. 

The first major Oscar break¬ 
through for vaguely positive gay roles 
was Sunday, Bloody Sunday (1971). 
Peter Pinch’s character was a mess, 
but he was largely sympathetic. So 
was the title character in Julia, for 
which Vanessa Redgrave won a Best 
Supporting Actress award. Julia was 
apparendy a lesbian, but of course 
her sexuality was suppressed in the 
movie. The same goes for Redgrave's 
nominated role in Tbe Bostonians and 
for tbe asexual Emma Goldman part 
that won Maureen Stapleton an Oscar 
for Reds 

Gay people who were neither 
doseted nor incredibly anguished first 
began to appear as Oscar contenders 
in the 80s, both in dramas, like 
Silkwood, and in comedies, like the 
clicht-ridden but likable Victor/ 
Victoria. A campy, yet endearing, role 
as an aging queen in the latter film 


earned Robert Preston his only Oscar 
nomination. Tom Courtenay's perfor¬ 
mance in Tbe Dresser (1983) was also 
sympathetic, but still fey and frantic 
enough to earn a nomination, and it 
set the stage for Hurt's victory two 
years later. 

IPs not surprising that the only 
openly gay character to win an actor 
an Oscar was a drag queen. Cross¬ 
dressing has earned nominations for 
almost as many actors as has frank 
homosexuality. Jack Lemmon got a 
mention for Some Like It Hot, Dustin 
Hoffman for Tootsie, Julie Andrews 
for Victor/Victoria and Jeff Bridges for 
Thunderbolt and Ugbtfbot—a movie 
popular with those who like to dig 
out gay subtexts in supposedly het¬ 
erosexual 'buddy* pictures. 

Roles with drag bits have actually 
won Oscars for three actors: Jod Grey 
in Cabaret, Richard Dreyfuss, who 
camped it up as Queen Richard III In 
Tbe Goodbye Girl-, and Linda Hunt, 
who did 'deep drag" for Tbe Year of 
Living Dangerously —she played a 
man, start to finish. Brilliantly cast and 
powerfully played, gender-switched 
performances like Hunt’s and John 
Lithgow’s Oscar-nominated transsexu¬ 
al part in Tbe World According to 
Garp ire surefire attention-getters 
with the smoking-jacket voters of the 
Academy. But Hollywood only rarely 
dares such roles. 

In fact, it's more likely for the 
Academy to honor the performer who 
plays a straight character traumatized 
by or involved with a homosexual 
than it is to recognize someone for a 
gay role. Just think of all those 
actresses nominated for playing 
women with gay male lovers in 
screen versions of Tennessee Williams 
plays: Geraldine Page, Elizabeth 
Taylor, Geraldine Page. And then 
there were Joanne Woodward in 
Racbel, Racbel, Glenda Jackson in 
Sunday, Bloody Sunday and Oscar- 
winners Maggie Smith, who suffered a 
gay husband in California Suite, and 
Jessica Lange, who fended off what 
she thought were lesbian advances in 
Tootsie. 

My favorite example in this cate¬ 
gory is Oscar winner Liza Minnelli for 
Cabaret, whose character sleeps with 
a fictionalized Christopher Isherwood. 


- V 

As her sometimes lover. Michael York 
played one of tbe first nonflaming, 
largely self-accepting gay men in 
Hollywood cinema, yet his perfor¬ 
mance went unmentioned by the 
Academy, which gave Oscars to both 
Minnelli and Joel Grey. Perhaps it 
seemed too easy to play a rather nor¬ 
mal fellow who was gay—or maybe 
York's strong portrayal of relative nor¬ 
mality was distasteful or threatening 
to the average Academy voter. 

Publicly closeted gays may win 
Academy Awards—like last year—but 
for tbe same reason actors stay closet¬ 
ed, the number of openly gay roles in 
acceptable movies remains small. (1 
can't think of a single significant gay 
character in a mainstream film 
released in 1989 ) The kind of movies 
that win Oscar nominations these 
days are simply not the kind of 
movies that feature gay characters. 
Hollywood can try now to handle 
racism, teenage suicide and the 
Vietnam War, but it has trouble with 
homosexuality. But I mustn't get start¬ 
ed on that subject again. T 


states have adopted gay rights laws, the 
relevant legislative forum for judging 
federal policies is Congress, which has 
never enacted affirmative protection for 
gays, and frequently passes laws against 
gays (such as overruling the District of 
Columbia’s sodomy law repeal about 
ten years ago). 

And aside from the questionable 
accuracy of the court's assertion that 
homosexuality is not innate or 
immutable. Gayer told OutWedt that the 
court's legal argument 'misused tbe 
Bowers us Hardwick decision, because 
it assumes that all gay people engage in 
sodomy as it is defined in that decision.* 

This decision could lead to a series 
of other negative decisions in cases 
pending on the West Coast, including 
the Pruitt case, a challenge to the 
Navy's antigay policies, and the Dubbs 
case, which takes on the homophobia 
of the CIA. Ironically, internal Defense 
Dep a rt m en t studies leaked to members 
of Congress last fall Indicated that 
experts hired by the department have 
concluded that the present policies lack 
substantial justification. T 
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AN EVENTS CALENDAR 


prepared by Rick X 
with additional information from 
Tha Gay ft laahian Switchboard of 
Now York 

For more Information or rafarraia. to 
rap, or to vohmtaar, call tha GLS8 
daily, noon to midnight. 212-777-1*00 


New York, NY 1010* 
kerne oanat be recrEwd by 


0JVS0/JVS 


MAYOR'S OFFICE FOR THE LES¬ 
BIAN AND 6AY COMMUNITY 
Salialt* lafaraiatiaa a* Jaaa 
Em* to place on th# 1890 Pride 
Month Potter Calendar, which will 
be widely distributed throughout 
NYC: deads no it March IS, for toy 
geyAetbien avantt taking place in 
June; Laa Hudton or Jan Cart 
Part, 566-73* 


TOWER PRESS Prtdt trlii M 
Daadltaiaa are March O for orga¬ 
nization Ittingt. and April » for 
calendar of June avantt Siting*; 
986-7722 I theta batic htbngt art 
provided free) 

NTT CENTER OF PHOTOGRAPHY 
MIOTOWN Tha fcdaatiti Mfe Spirit 

workt by 100 artlttt created in 
ratponta to tha AIDS critic; 1133 
8th Ava (at 43 Stfc Tll-SUN, 11-6, 
except THU till 8; 788-4880 (dim 
APR 7) 

SIMON LOWINSKY GALLERY 

David Hackney a templing of 


directed by Henry Fonta; at The 
Wage Theatre. 133 W 22 St 8 pm; 
tix 827-8411, prett 721-8838 (thru 
March 4; WED-FRI at 8 pm, SAT at 
7 810 pan, SUN at 7 pm) 

SAL PIRO pretentt Battia p Oaf 
ILaxryrmiea Comm af Ago). a gay 

women’* musical comedy ravua 
for avaryono, written by Mai 
Troppe. directed by C.C. Banks; it 
Troctdaro, 388 Blaackar (at 
Charles); FRI and SAT. 8 & 10:30 
pm; SUN 4 & 7 pm; 812 « one drink 
min.; reservation* 889-3830 (thru 
March 18) 




FEBRUARY 26 

BODY POSnrrVE Oiaomaiaa Wartt- 
thop; Ham Da I Toll My family?. 
cn tharing ona't HIV ttatut with 



and ttrttagiat and evaluate alter¬ 
native*. at tha Canter. 208 W13 St 
7 pm; 810:691-9889 


BAR ASSOCIATION FOR HUMAN 
RIGHTS Aaaaal Maatiag. at tha 
Cantor, 208 W 13 St 7:30 pm (into: 
BAHR. Box 1898. NYC 10183) 




(afralght man may act gay today) 


Ma ri Nil Pithy Allan dye-trantfer 
portraits of croat-drottort; 584 
B’wty. 3rd Boor; TU-SA. 11-8; 228- 
8440 (thru FEB 28) 

THEATRE WORKS EMERGING/ 
EXPERIMENTAL DIRECTIONS & 
JUSTIN ROSS prat ant Oaglaa for 
Aagala. raaka amd Raglag Oaaarn 

fe» AIDS Aathalapyi, written and 
directed by BIN Russia, music by 
Janet Hood, with s cast of 33 man 
and woman: at RAPP Arts Canter. 
220 E 4 St (btwn Avas A/Bk 815 (S3 
goat to Eguity Fights AI0S); tix 
829-6100 (thru March 4; WEO-FRI 
at I pm, SAT at 7 ft 10 pm. SUN st 
367 pm) 


GAY MEN’S HEALTH CRISIS Warii- 
abap: Dacidiag la Taka tka HIV 
Aatibedy Teat stttia Center. 206 W 
13 St 6-10 pm; free; register 807- 
W*. TDD 886-7470 

GAY MEN'S HEALTH CRISIS HIV 
Health Semiaer: Medical Treat- 
meata: 129 W 20 St 3rd Floor; 7 
pm; free; 807-6898. TDD 645-7470 
fihis and every 4thTU6S) 

THE ANSWER IS LOVING Wemen 
la Oiaeevery: Married Wamaa 
Laviag Wamaa, a counseling 
group begins Tustdty sstsiont 
tonight in Brooklyn; 8-10 pot 819 
per station; 716/998-2306 


VILLAGE THEATRE COMPANY pre¬ 
sents tha first New York revival of 

Larry Kramer's 7b* Narva*/ Heart 


TUNNEL BAR Mardl Gras Party, 
with ‘Bloody Marys, Planter's 
Punch, Teqfefe Sunrises, prise for 


costumes, free buffet videos and 
music*; 116 Rrst Ava let 7 Stk 10 
pm -4 am; 777-9232 




FEBRUARY 28 

METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY 
CHURCH/NY Asb Wednesday 
Worship Service, introducing an 
original work for tho MCC/NY 
Choir by Stephen Mayer, directed 
by David Heidt af dte Canter, in tha 
MCC office. 208 W 13 St 7 pm; 
242-1212 

PATH; POSITIVE APPROACHES 
TOWARD HEALING Seminar 7b* 
DManmt Latvia af Nmlhp led by 
Pater Hendrickson. Ph D., for any¬ 
one concerned about HIV Infee- 
*on; Integral fog* hwdtute, 227 W 
13 St 7-J0-8 pm; 88.329-0688 

MEN OF ALL COLORS TOGETH¬ 
ER/NY Daaca Otitiag to Lar 
LnbovMch Dance Company at City 
Center, 131W 58 St 8 pm; 222-9794 

CARROT PRODUCTIONS bagint 
previews of Spar# Parts, about 
two gay woman who warn to have 
a baby, but who need "a spare 
part*; at Circle In Tha Square 
Downtown, 198 Blaackar St 646- 
7744 (opening dated lor March 12) 

CENTER STAGE teat City at 
Aapefo; I pi* 87ft 620-7310 

MEDICINE SHOW Ward/Play 
tenet of reading*; tonight Main 
da 6oodman and James Purdy, 
poetry and fiction; 383 B'way (3 
Mocks below Cansik 8 pm; 88c 431- 
9848 (gay/losbisiVAIOS organiza¬ 
tions w« have tables in tha lobby) 

GAY MALE S/M ACTIVISTS Meat- 
lag: Wafer Spam aai Attack 

with ‘s wet and wild talk on pis*, 
scat and other bodily tec rations*, 
at the Canter. 3rd Floor. 206 W 13 
St 830 pm (doors open at 8k 85; 
727-8678 

EAGLE BAR Movie Night; fodione 
Jama* 7ba Lear Crvtada. 142 11th 
Ava (at 21 Stk 11pm; 891-8451 


CELLBL0CK 28 Hat Ash Party, lor 
cigar-smokers and titair admirers; 
28 Ninth Ava (btwn 13/14 Sts); I 
pm-3 sm; 81ft 733-3144 


rjysrjTSMr 


MARCH 1 

WOMEN MAKE MOVIES Chaagfog 
tha 6ah)ect. an International exhi¬ 
bition of work by Black. Asian and 
Latin woman from Australia, 
Britain. Canada and tha US; 
tonight at 7 pat Tracey Moffat's 
Mice Colorad Girls, Loleen Jeya- 
manne's A Song of Cayiorr, at B 
pax Mona HetouM's Measures of 
DitUnea. Pratibha Parmer's Serf 
Rod and Roth and Paper. P. Dies 
and M. McIntosh's Tho Hid don 
Wisdom, Ngori Onwurah's Coffaa 
Coiorod Childrorr, at Anthology 
Film Archive*. 32-34 2nd Ava (at 
2nd Stk 88; 477-2714, press 925- 
0806 (9 pm show rapests MAR ft 
at 7 pm) 

GAY WOMEN'S ALTERNATIVE pre¬ 
sents Merlia Staaa, author of 
Whon God Wot a Wooten end 
Ancient Mirrors of Womanhood, 
presenting Sacred S ymbols af die 
God dee* a slide presentation of 
tho works of contemporary 
woman artists whose aesthetic 
sensibilities have bean exerted by 
Goddess Symbols. Rituals and 
Sacred Connections with tho 
Earth; at tha Universe 1st Church. 
Central Park West at 78 St 6 pm. 
85 (for woman only, meats every 
first Thursday) 

NEW YORK CITY GAY MEN'S CHO¬ 
RUS Rhapaady, with special guest 
Marifra Horae, and a Ml sympho¬ 
ny orchestra performing Brahms' 
A/to Rhapsody, several Rossini 
•rias. Only in tho Dtoom by John 
David Earnest and a new work by 
John Corigiiano; a benefit for tha 
Chorus' AIDS Outreach Fund; at 
Carnegie Hall. 57 St & 7th /Wr. 8 
pm; 815-8100; info 691-7590, tix 
247-7800 

MEDICINE SHOW Word/Flay 
series of readings; tonight Mart 
Ameen presents Monologuos of 
an Anonymogamist or, Sevan Puf¬ 
fers of Wicca-Dick. and Andrew 
Malian performs My Ufa at Km 
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Nov»k. or, Thoro't only two I Tuninci Ini A TV/Rsdio Guido for OuflAfook Rosdors 

Things I Don't Uko About YOU 353 


8 w «i! 3 «! 0 SS» b r l0W /? ,n i l,; 8 , I ^(fetor's Not*: Ws sofccit entries from radio and TV, in 


pm; SB; 431 9545 (gsy/Issbisn/ 


m.tionmustb. 


tes. cabl* sarins and spadais, and any other electronic madia m 


rf by Monday to ba included* ft 


GAY AND LESBIAN SWITCH- 
BOARO/NY Valantaar Interviews, 
for thosa who wish to work at 
taast two 3-hour shifts par monti* 
6 30 pm; 777-1 BOO (those chosan 
wiH ba required to attand a Gain¬ 
ing tomorrow aftamoon. March 31 

WOMEN MAKE MOVIES Chang¬ 
ing tha Snbjact. an intamational 
axhibhion of work by Black. Asian 
and Latin woman from Australia. 
Britain, Canada and th* US; 
tonight at 7 pa: Trinh T. Minh-ha’s 
Sumomo Mar Giron Nam* Horn c at 
• pm: Zainabu Davis' Cyelos, 
Hiroko Yamasaki's Junto, Pam 
Tom's JWo Dot. Julia Dash's Mu- 
font, at Anthology Rim Archival. 
31-34 2nd Av* (at 2nd Stfc *5; 477- 
2714c pros* 925-0606 (9 pm show 
rapaats MAR 8 at 9 pm) 


Spanking; "W* ara family. Tradi- 
bonaL Cultural. What happanad to 
choicar; lad by Ruth Barman and 
Conni* Kurts; Shaapshaad Bay, 
Brooklyn; 7:46-10 pm; SB; 718/99B- 


MEN OF ALL COLORS TOGETH¬ 
ER/NY Educational Forum/Salor 
San Work ahoy Koop H Opt, at tha 

Cantor. 206 W 13 St 7:46 pm; 222- 

9794,246-6366 

MEDICINE SHOW Ward/Tlay 
sarins of raadings diractad/curat- 
ad by Andrsw Malian; tonight. 
Oavid B. Fainbarg's Snap Out of It, 
Larry Kramer's Stltctsd Essays. 
John Wair's Tha Irrovorslblo 
Doelino of Eddlo Soekot. 353 
B'way <3 blocks balow Canal); 6 
pm; SB; 431-9545 (gay/lasblan/ 
AIOS orgamsatfons will hav* info 
tablas in th* lobby; tha avant 
rapaats MAR 3 and MAR 4) 


MORE 
LISTINGS 
ON NEXT 
PAGE 


In, Bo* 790. NY, NY 10106.) 

CCTV (Hick X. Bo* 790. NYC 10108) 

G8S (Gay Broadcasting Systam. Butch Paastnn. 178 7th Av*. Sta. A-3 NYC 10011; 243-1570) 
6CN (Gay Cabla Network. Lou Malatta. 32 Union Square East. Suit* 1217; 477-4220) 

6MHC (Gay Mans Haalth Crisis. Jaan Cariomusto. 129 W 20 St. NYC 10011; 807-7517) 

RB PitOO (Robin Byrd Productions. Box 306. NYC 10021; 988-2973) 

WB A)-W (279-0707) 

WNET-TV (356 W 58 St. NYC 1001 St 580-3000) 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY26 

GCN Bo My Guoit. Sybd Brunchaon hosts a panal 
^Manhattan Cabl*. Channel J/23; 1030-1 030 pm 

Tomorrow's TV Tonight entertainment 
Manhattan and Paragon Cabl*. Chaimal 0/17; 1130 
pm -1230 am 

CCTV Tho Oosot Casa Show, tonight. Chip Ouckatfs 
massaurs at hit Qiackl opening; Doan Johnson's Oaf 
Boy oh th Parry and Steven, and Danny a* Cupid at 
Rock & Roil Fag Bar at th* Pyramid 
Manhattan Cabl*. Channal C/18, midnight -1230 am 


TUESDAY, FEBRUARY27 

GBS Out in tho Vs Irva naws coverage, discussion 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY28 

RB PROO Tho Robin Byrd Show, mala and famal* 
Manhattan and Paragon Cabl*. Channal J/23 mid- 


THURSDAY, MARCH 1 

WNET-TV Th* Musicals: ShtV Wo Dsnco. with Frad 
and Ginger and th* music of Gershwin 
Channel 13.9-11 pm (also SAT. 2/3,2 pm) 

GMHC Using With AIDS health and politics 
Manhattan Cabl*. Channel J/23.930-1000 pm 
Paragon Cabfa, Channal J/23.1130 pm-midnight 

GCN Pride A Engross naws. haalth, sports 
Manhattan Cabl*. Channel J/23.1030-1130 pm 
GCN Tho Right Stuff, madia, entertainment, advice 
Manhattan Cabfa. Channal J/23.1130-1130 pm 

RB PROO Mon For Mart Robin Byrd presents gay 
mill pomo stars 

Manhattan Cable. Channel J/23.1130 pm - midnight 


FRIDAY, MARCH 2 


Tho Goy Doting 6omo Show 
Manhattan Cabfa. Channel J/23; 730430 pm 


Boy TV. mat* pomo dps 
Manhattan Cabl*. Channal J/2311-1130 pm 


RB PROD Robin Byrd Show, msto and famal* strip- 


SATURDAY. MARCHS 

WNET-TV Tha Music sis: ShoB Wo Dsnco. with Frad 
and Ginger and die music of Gershwin 
Chennai 139-11 pm 

RB PROO Tho Forty Byrd Rohm Byrd praaanti 
malWtamaf* strippers 

Manhattan Cabl*. Channal J/23 11 -midnight 


SUNDAY, MARCH 4 

WBAJ-FM Th* Gay Show (Gay Man's Radio CoBac- 
tiva) discussion 

99.5 FM. 730-830 pm (every other Sunday, akamat- 
ing with Outlooks) 

GCN Mon 3 Rims mala erotica 
Manhattan Cabl*. Channal J/231130 pm-midnight 

MONDAY, MARCH 5 

GCN Bo My Buost Sybi Brunchaon's gam* show and 
Manhattan Cabl*. Channel J/23 1030-1030 pm 

CCTV Tho Cbsot Goto Show, tonight, go-go boys at 
Marc B arid ay's Sinful Sundoys at Hot Rod; also, ha 
continuing saga of Franks* and Jake covered in 
marshmalow fluff at Mara 
Manhattan Cabfa. Channel C/18, midnight -1230 am 

WNET-TV Dane* in America: Bob Fossm Stoom Hoot. 
with selections from his works. Interview s with Foss* 
and Gwen Vardon 
Channal 1311:30 pm-1230 am 
WNET-TV Going Homo: Akin Arioy Romomborod, 
taped attha December memorial at tha Cathedral of 
St John th* Divine 

Channel 13.1230-130 am (follows Bob FosssU 
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BODY POSITIVE Friday Nl|kt 
SaelaU, for HIV Positives and 
friends; ovary lot & 3rd Friday: 
Rutger's Church. 236 W 73 St (off 
Bnvayk * pm - midnight fraa; Mo 
721-1S4B (Note; tha next social, 
FEB 16, wiB be a tpacial Valen¬ 
tine's Oay Ooneal 

COLUMBIA LESBIAN, BISEXUAL. 
SAY COALITION Flrat Friday 
Daaca. in Earl HaH, Columbia U.. 
116 St & Bway 1/1VI tralnk 10 pm 
- 2 ant photo K> to drink; 864-3574, 




OAY MEN'S HEALTH CRISIS Sax. 


axpiora tha many ways that man 
ora loving man In tha ago of AIDS"; 
10 an • 6 pn; fraa; registration 
raquied. *774686, TDD 646-7(70 


SAGE Brum __ 

Wv, chicken, burg nr, omaietts, or 
bacon & aggt antraa. fries. salad 
or tie* and (.batons; 966 2nd Am 
( btwn 62/63 Sts I; noon or 2 pn 
sooting; $9.50; rsvp 741-2247 
(chock for & to SAGE, 206 W13 St 
NYC 10011) 

MEDICINE SHOW Ward/Play. 6 
pm (saa MAR 2) 

THE IMPERIAL COURT OF NEW 
YORK and Thair Imperial 
Maiastras EMPRESS CHENE LA 
ROCHELLE & EMPEROR BARRY 
DAVIDSON cordially request tha 
honor of your prasanca at Night of 


coronation of Emprass Camilla 
Beauchamp* (Tha Forbiddan 
Emprass IV of Now York) and 
Emparor Sholloy (Tha first Lady 
Emparor of Now York* with Mari¬ 
lyn Sokol, Lypsinka, Sybil Brun- 
chaon, Prlncass Chucky, Raior 
Sharp, Oay Man's Chorus mam- 
bars, many othars; in tha Empire 
Stats BaBroom of tha Grand Hyatt 
Hotel, East 42 Street (btwn 
ParVLex); cocktails at 6 pm, baB 
begins at 11 pm; SlOO/parson, 
JIOOOAabla of tan; TickatMastar 
307-7171, -- 


WOMEN AND FRIENDS Daaca at 
tha Center, this and every first 
Saturday through May; 206 W 13 
St < pn • 1 am; 66/J8 members, 
seniors and students; 62D-7310 

YOUNG MEN OF ALL COLORS 
TOGETHER Jb-Aad-Uader Caacas 
3rd Anniversary Dance. 136 W 14 
St 6 pn - 2 am, info 716/561-5463 


SPECTRUM presents 2661 
Odyeaey. a seventies party featur¬ 
ing The Tramps singing Ditto 
Infomo, other surprises; 602 64th 
Street Brooklyn (N Train to 6th 
Ave stop. Bay RSdgek 716/236-6213 


sv/v/rj r 


GIRTH AND MIRTH Saaday 


eggs, omelets, salads, or burgers, 
with two drinks; 6th Ave btwn 
17/16 Sts; noon; S8-S8; rsvp with 
Ed, 614/387-0663 

JUDITH'S ROOM BOOKSTORE pre¬ 
sents 'Alloa Janaa Afternoon" 
with Sahra leamfc, Jean Valentine 
* Nora Mitchell; 661 Washington 
St (at Charts* St* 3 pm; fraa, but 
halted seating; 727-7330 

VILLAGE THEATRE COMPANY pra- 


UZ TRACEY and SYDNEY P0K0- 
RNY present tlrl Saedeyt Tea 
Dances far Wanna at Mars, this 
and every flrtt Sundty of tha 
month; OJ Karin Ward, go-go girls. 
6 pm show with Felicia Marcb 
lApobo Amateur fAght winner); IS 
St and tha West Side Highway. 5-8 


KOOL K0MRADS Shrfal 
presents Nikki Nicola. Miaa Bay 
Bar 16BS. with $2 draft $3.60 
drinks; fraa buffet from 10 pm to 
midnight go-go boys, drivt-in 
pom thoster (make out in classic 
csrsh 270 11th Avs (at 28 St); 
doors opon 10 pm: 244-1960 




MARCH 5 
MEDICINE SHOW WnddPMy series 
of resting* tonight Joan Lartin end 
Honor Moore, poetry 363 B'wey (3 
blocks below Canafk I pm; $8; 431- 
9646 (gay/ lesbian/ AIDS organiza¬ 
tions Mi have info fobie* in tiw lobby) 




MARCH 6 

GAY MEN'S HEALTH CRISIS HIV 


and ovary 1st TUES) 

LAVENDER HEIGHTS leetsrs 
tarlsa: Lsa Hadaaa, Mayor's 
Offict for tho Losbian and Gay 
Community at Cornerstone Cen¬ 
ter, 178 Bennett Ave (one block 
west of B'wey, taka A Train to 190 
Stk 8 pm; S7; John Mugge 603- 
4669 (daysL 304-2471 (aval) (Edi¬ 
tor. title series promlsts Oarsk 
Hodel on 3/22. Virginia Apuzzo on 
4/3. Richard Plant on 4/24, Vito 
Russo on V< 7) 

MEDICINE SHOW Ward/Play 
tarios of readings: tonight Msrcai 
Christian, Kanyon Gordon, Paula 
Martinac and Lisa Vice, poetry 
and fiction; 353 B'wey (3 blocks 
below Cartelk I pm; 66; 431-6645 
(gay/lesbien/AIDS organization* 
wid have into tablet in tha lobby) 




MARCH 7 

PATH: POSITIVE APPROACHES 
TOWARD HEALING Seniasn 
Embrecmy Oartahret. lad by Pstsr 

Hendrickson, Ph.D., for tnyona 
concerned about HIV infection; 
Integral Yoga Institute. 227 W 13 
St 7 JO-9 pm; $6; 629-0566 


EAGLE BARB _ 

Me Crmitort tk Eddie Uvea/. 142 
116t Are (at 21 Slk 11 pm; B61-6461 




tantetionel Waaasa'a Day 

NY COUNTY LAWYER'S ASSOCIA¬ 
TION CMTE. ON WOMEN'S 
RIGHTS Foraac Worn— tod AIDS 
A tape/ sad Ethical Crleir. with 
Stephan Joseph, former NYC 
Health Commissionar; Ravinia 
Hayes Cozier, Bureau of AIOS 
Edue^ NYC Dept of Health; Nancy 
Dubler, Law & Ethics Program, 
Oapt of Social Madicina, Monta- 
fiore Hospital; Modarstad by 
Susan Jacobs. Legal Services 
Project for Woman with AIDS; 14 
Vasay St 2nd Floor (btwn 
Chareh/B'wayk 5:46 pm; info 267- 


NATIONAL LESBIAN CONFER¬ 
ENCE Metre Ares lafermatiea 
Meetiag. for tha Atlanta masting 
APR 24-28; at tie Canter. 206 W 13 
St (1st floor. ASL intarprstadk 64 
pm; info 718/5204964 

LESBIANS UNtTEO and THE CEN- 


learn about tha matro-araa les¬ 
bian community, with speaker* 
and primed matter, 201W 13 St 7 
pm; $3 donation; <30-7310 

WOMEN MAKE MOVIES Chaag- 


axlxbition of work by Black, Asian 
and Latin woman from Australia. 
Britain, Canada and tha US; 
tonight at 7 pac Midi Onodera's 
Tho Displace Hew. Marflu Mal¬ 
let's Unfinished Ditry, at I pm: 
Zalnabu Davis' Cycles, Hlroko 
Yamazaki's Jwaa, Pam Tom's TWo 
Llot. Julia Dash's lllusionr, at 
Anthology Film Archives. 32-34 
2nd Ava (at 2nd Stk $6c 477-2714, 


NEW SCHOOL FOR SOCIAL 
RESEARCH Omaor Mfcdt A series 
of lectures informed by the les¬ 
bian, gay and bisexual experience, 
- la Crisis: ACT UPV 


student in sociology 66 fifth Avs, 
Room 301; 8 pm; 741-5600 


a 'lesbians only' orientation to 


to raise money for. and awareness 
•bout HIV and AIDS; at tha Bea¬ 
con Theatre, B'wey at 74 St 7:30 
pm; $50-675; wttit pre-show cock¬ 
tail party, $150; with patty & post- 
performance dinner, $300; OIFFA 
727-3100 (Editor's note, tits is tha 
NYC stop along a 30-city tour) 




MARC BERKLEY'S KOOL K0M- 
RADS opens Prsfeeeieaal Happy 
Hear, at Twenty/Twenty, wMt 2-4-1 
drinks, free buffet dancing; this 
and every Friday 20 W 20 St 4-6 
pm; $6 

OPEN CIRCLE gathers ea the Fail 
Maas te Celebrate tho Deadest, 

at tha Canter, 206 W 13 St 7-7:30 
sharp; $1 (Box 463B, Sunnysido, 
NY 11104-4638) 

WOMEN MAKE MOVIES Cheep- 
lag the Sabject an international 
exhibition of wort by Block. Asian 
and Latin woman from Australia. 
Britain. Canada and tha US; 
tonight at 7 pas Mona HateuM/s 
Measures of Ditttnco, Pretibhs 
Parmer's Serf Rod and flash ond 
Paper. P. Diaz and M. McIntosh's 
Tho Midden Wisdom. Ngozi Onwu- 
rah's Coffee Colored Children, at 
Anthology Film Archives. 32-34 
2nd Ava (it 2nd Stk $8c 477-2714, 
prats 9254806 


70 OUTTWKK March 4,1990 




DANCING OUT 


Monday 

Privets Eyes (Marc Berkley's Kool Komradr, mil* strippers) 12W21 St, 
Club 206-7772 

Tuesday 

Bettor Days 316 W 48 St (8/9 Avei) 245 8325 
Imre MkMm it Underground, 860 Bwiy, Mir 17th St; 254-4005 
*Q»*ck (Chip Duckett's 1 st Tuisdiy of th* month, AIDS benefit) 8 Hubert 
St; *25-2442 

Wednesday 

Better Days 316 W 49 St <*9 Avas) 245-8925 
Private Eyes (Jeffrey Sinker & Dalles’s Club Bad) 12 W 21 St, btwn 
5tfVBth Aves, 206-7772 

•Pyramid (Oisn Johnson’s Rock A Roll Fag Bar) 101 Avenue A, btwn 
WvTth Streets, 420-1590 

Silver Lining (2-4-1 drinks, also open Tuis-Sun) 175 Cherry Ls„ Horil Pk. 
U, 515354-9641 

Stem (2-4-1 drinks, also open dady) 202 Westchester Ava, Whit* Plain*, 
3147761-3100 

Twenty/Twenty (Marc Berkley's Kool Komrads, gay men after 10 pm) 20 
W 20 St, ckib 727-8841 

Thursday 

•Boyber (has a new wave drag show) 151/2 St Marts Place, btwn 
2nd/3rd Aves, 674-7953 

•Copacabana (last Thu of th* month has Susanna Bartsch party) 10 E 80 
St, at Fifth Ave, 755-6010 

Ex caliber (SI drinks, also open Tuas-Sun) comer lOttVJeffarson behind 
football stadium. Hoboken. NJ. 201 -796-1161 
Grand Central (2-4-1 drinks, also opart Wad-Sun) 210 Marrick Road. 
Rockvil* Centra, U. 516/53*4800 

*Onlckl (CNp Duckett Thursdays stsrtad Feb. IS) 6 Hubert St 925-2442 

Friday 

•Beyber 15 1/2 St Marks PI., btwn 2nd73rd Aves, 674-7963 
•Caonelha’s (Chip Duckett's Boy+Boy) 150 E 14 St club 673-9015 
Cohmtta Dances (1st Friday of every month) 118th St A Bway. 854-3574 days 
Private Eyes (preppies and young professionals) 12 W 21 St btwn 5ttV6th 
Aves. 206-7772 

Twenty/Twenty (Marc Bartdey’s Profasstonal Happy Hour starts MAR 9) 
20 W 20 St 4-8 pm; club 727-8841 

Saturday 

Barefoot Boogie (smoke & alcohol free) 434 8th Ava (btwn WO Sts), 832- 
6759 

•Boybar 151/2 St Marks Place, btwn 2n<V3rd Aves, 674-7969 
Th* Center Dances (2nd and 4th Saturdays) 208 W13 St btwn TtfVSth 
Aves, 620-7310 

Girth and Mirth Clah at the Center (heavy man A their admirers, 3rd Sat¬ 
urdays) 206 W 13 St 620-7310 

Pep Boys at Cotenbia (3rd Saturdays, through June 16) 116 & B'way, 10 
pm-3 ant info 629-1989 

Private Eyes (Jeffrey Sinker & Dallas's Club Bad) 12 W 21 St btwn 
5th76th Avas; 206-7772 

Red Zone (moted gay/straight) 440 W 54 St btwn 1*1 1 Avas; 582-2222 
Roxy (mixed gay/straight) 515 W 18 St (btwn 1CV11 Avas); 645-5156 
Saint At Large (Saturdays discontinued; March 17 Black Party will be 
tha last party st 105 2nd Ave) 674-8541 
Soead Factory (Acid House, no alcohol, doors open midnight) 530 W 27 
St (btwn lOtfVlIth Aves). 643-0728 

Sunday 

Bolter Days 316 W 49 St (*9 Aves); 2458925 
•Mars (Chip Duckett's Mars Naads Man night) Wastside Highway and 
13th St 691-6262 

•Pyramid (Hap# Phaca and Drag ♦ Variety Show) 101 Avenue A. btwn *7 
Streets, 420-1590 


Hot Red (Marc Barkley's Sinful Sundays) Father Ritter's friand. Kevin 
Kite, on the door) 27011th Ave (btwn 27/26 Sts), club 244-1963 
Twenty/Tw«*y (T-Danca, 4 pm - 2 am) 20 W 20 St (VS Avas). 727-8641 

Every Night (or almost) 

Monster (West Wage) 80 Grove St at Sheridan Sq„ 924-3557 
Spe c tr— (closed MON A THE, WED free, THU free A 2-4-1 drinks, FRI 
nyf strippers, SAT guest star ahow, SUN five show A has 9-10 
pm) 802 64th St O 8th Ava, Bay Ridge, Bldyn, 71 *238-8213 

DANCING OUT for Women 


NOTE: Party everts sre subject to change. Always ceil first to confirm. 


Tuesday 

Hatfield's 128-10 Queans Bhrd, Kew Gardens, 71*281-6484 


Wednesday 

Bedrock 121 Woodfield Rd. W. Hempstead, U; 51*48*9516 
Excaliber (Ladias Night, $1 drinks) comer lOth/Jeffarson behind footbal 
stadium. Hoboken. NJ, 201-796-1161 
TWenty/TWenly (Shascapa After Work, 5-10 pm) 20 W 20 St (btwn 
5th/Bth Aves). info 6458479. club 727-8841 


Thursday 

Bedrock 121 Woodfield Rd. W. Hempstead. U; 516/486-9516 

Friday 

Bedrock 121 Woodfield Rd. W. Hempstead, U; 516/486-9516 
•Carmeika’s (Chip Duckett's GirHGtrk 150 E 14 St. club 673-9015 
Cheeks 2000 long Beach Road, Island Perk, LI. 516/431-5700 
Rexy (Shascapa party) 515 W18 St, btwn 10th/11th Avss; info 6458479, 
club 645-5156 

Vlsfons 56-01 Queans BNd. Wooduda, into 71*84*7131. club 71*899-9031 

Saturday 

Bedrock 12lVfoodfield Rd. W. Hempstead. U; 51*486-9516 
The Comer [Woman A Ftiands 1st Saturdays, Fob. thru Mey) 206 W13 
St, 620-7310 

Silver lining 175 Cherry Lane. Floral Perk. LI, 51*354-9641 
Stan 836 Grand Boulevard, Deer Park. U, 51*242-3857 
TWenty/TWenly (Shascapa party) 20 Wtst 20 Strati (btwn 5ttVBth Aves), 
info 6458479, club 727-8841 

Sunday 

Bedrock 121 Woodfield Rd. W. Hempstead, U; 51*486-9516 
Cave Caaem (Sandwich Sistar Sundays) 24 1st Ave at 1st Si 529-9665 
Handfo Bar (Jenny A Nancy's Gr1Bar)Z32 E 9 St (2/3 Aves), 6 pm - midnight 
Heartbreak (Nasty Girl Prods. Party for Woman) 179 Varick St (7th Ava). 

below Houston, 5-11 pm. info 363-0227, club 691 -2388 
Hal Rod (Our Partas/Oursatvas, Taa Danes 2nd Sundays) 27011th Ave 
(btwn 27/28 Sts), 5-10 pm; info 246-1796, dub 244-1963 
Man (GirlSunday, Tea Dance 1st Sundays) Wastside Highway and 13th 
St, 5-9 pm; 6918282 

Every Night (or almost) 

Cabby Hole 4% Hudson St O Morton St. 243-9079 
Dechess I Sheridan Sg. A 7th Ave South, 242-1408 
Spectrem (dosad Mon A Tues; good gay/lesbian mix, sat Evary Night, 
abova. for details) 802 54th St, Bldyn., 71*23*8213 
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WEST SIDE 


OUTWEEK BAR GUIDE 


Salty's HWeeway, 264 W. 43 St. 221 -9152 mature crowd. 


Bike Stop West. 230 W. 75th St.. 874-9014, Town & Country. 9th Ave at 46th St. 307-1503 

Tree. 246 W. 48 St (bet Bdwy & 8th Awl. 664- 
8331, Cash and carry. 

The Worts. 428 Columbus Ave (at 81 st). 799- 
7365. Cm isy west side crowd. 


Candle Bar. 309 Amsterdam Ave.. 874-9155 . 
Friendly leatherAvestem bat 

Cat's. 730 8th Ave.. 221-7559, Older men. 
younger guys 

Don’t Tell Mama. 343 W. 46th St.. 757-0788. 
Sing-along piano bar and cabaret 


3 


EAST SIDE 


Brandy's Piano Bar. 235 E. 84th St.. 650-1944. 
Sing-along piano bar. 


G.H. Club. 353 E. 53rd St. 223-9752. Piano bar. 



BrurehlijnchPre-Theater Dimer 
Dimer Cocktails 
htemabonal Cuisine 
Live Entertanmerrt 
765 8th Avenue 
New York, MY. 10036 
(212)9566100 


: LARRY KRAMER • JAMES PURDY • DAVID B. FE1KBERG 


WORD/PLAY 

□neeenfe > 

FULLY | 
ERECT/FULLY £ 
AROU8ED 1 

Readings, Performances * 


u Fsb 23-Msr 25 • 8.00 pm Z 
Mpdlcln# SKow ^ 

333 Broadway | 

' (212)431-0343 $ 

E TTckete $4 $6 

C OMINDI • NITVX WOJL • HSV NHOf 


The HJncrltv Task Force on AICS 

IN ASSOCIATION wmr 

The Caford Club 

PHESENTS 

"A MtM CF ICLSf [fCfhCS* 


the Cctafcn 
333 W 33rd 51. 
(be. tom a nix 

©* 

Tuesday 
Harch 6, 199© 

DOOM OPEN AT S OO 


Conation S3 



©ne Category - Host Fabulous Couple 
PCLUS AWALLLC 
Best Hale - Trophy 
Best Female - Trophy 
Best Couple - Cash ©rand Crl/e 


Johnny's Pub. 123 E. 47th Sl. 35687U. Neigh¬ 
borhood restaurant and bar. 

Regent East. 204 E. 58th St. 355-9465 

Rounds. 303 E. 53rd St. 593-0807. Friendly 
guys, checkbook romance. 

South Dakota. 405 3rd Ave.. 684-8376 

Star Sapphire. 400 E. 59th St. 6884710 

EAST VILLAGE 


The Bar. 68 2nd Ave. (at 4th St|. 674-9714. East 
Villagers and ACT UPars. 

Boy Bar. 15 St Mark's PI.. 674-7959. Dancing / 
Drag shows. 

The Pyramid. 101 Avenue A 420-1580. Dancing / 
Drag shows. 

Tunnel Bar. 116 1st Ave (7th St). 777-9232 W. 
Village crowd in the E. Village. 

WEST VILLAGE 


The Anne* (to Cellblock 28). 673 Hudson Sl (bet 
13th 614th). 627-1140. J/0 Club. 

Badlands, Christopher 6 West St, 741-9236. 
Cruisy waterfront bar. 

Boots 6 Saddle. 76 Christopher St. 929-9684. 
Funky dive and juke joint 

Celfclock 28.28 9th Ave. 733-3144. J/0 dub. 

The Cubbyhole. 438 Hudson (Morton St), 243- 
9079. Neighborhood bar for gay women 6 men. 

0.T.Y Fat Cat 281 W. 12th St, 243-9041. Piano 
bar. Mixed M/F. 

Duchess II, 70 Grove St (7th Ave.). 242-1408. 

J% 675 Hudson St. 242-9292, J/0 dub. 

Julius. 159 W. 10th St. 929-9672. Serving Coors. 
Coon Lite. 6 Coors Draft 

Keller’s. 384 West St. (at Christopher). 243-1907. 
Friendly neighborhood crowd. 

Kelly's Village West. 46 Bedford St. 929-9322. 
Piano bar. 

The Locker Room. 400 W. 14th St (9th Ave). 459- 
4299. J/O dub. 
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hood bar 

Uncle Charlie's. 56 Greenwich Ave.. 255-6787. 
Huge video her. 


SUBCRIB 


Berbery Coast. 64 7th Ave. {14th SU 6754385. 
Friendly, neighborhood bar. 


The Break. 232 8th Ave. 122nd St). 627-0072. 


Chelsea Transfer. 131 8th Ave. (bet. 16th & 17U4 
929-7183. Neighborhood English pub. 


Eagle s Nest. 142 11th Ave {21st SU 691-8451 


Private Eyes. 12 W. 21st Si [bet 5th & 6th|. 206- 
7770. Dancing, Video Club. 


Rawhide. 212 8th Ave.. (21st St ), leather / 
Levi's. 


Spike. 120 11th Ave.. 243-9688. Leather & Uni- 


rtflSfcD 


To advertise 
in this 
space, call: 
212 / 337-1200 
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All OutWeek CLASSIFIEDS MUST BE PREPAID. ORDER FORM ON PG 104 


TAX TIME IS 
BUDCETWISE 
BOOKKEEPING TIME 

Limited Appointment* Available 
Please call early (71*) 726-3*47 

10% diacMut wtt h ad 


APARTMENT CLEANING 


REUABlf HOUSC WORKS 

Cleaning or Attiitance 
Call and Ask for Details 
(212)884-2801 
Serious Inquiries Only 


APARTMENT WANTED 


OutWaek staff person seeks sublet or 
share. Prefer downtown. Need 
immediate. Cel Raul days (212) 337-1232 
Eves (212) 932-1488. 


ANC1S OF ASSISI...wmn. 



WITH A MIDWEST FLAIR 
DONE BY A GUY 
WITH BRIGHT RED HAIR 
WEEKLY AND BIWEEKLY LEGIT ONLY 
RATES $4000 AND UP 
CALL PAUL 941-0803 

CASTLE CARE, INC. 
Apartment & Office Cleaning. 
Gay Owned. Reliable. 

We era available 7 days. 

CALL (212) 475-2965 


PROSPECT-LEFFHtTS. BROOKLYN 

Large, sunny, 1-2 bedroom floor-through 
apartment with yard. 1 block from 
subway and shopping. 

Flexible lease, available immediately. 
(718) 941-1204 or (718) 4890782. 


Furnished modem studios nesr bars, 
metro, sleeps 2 non-smokers. Next f 
Notre Oeme SEOYwt or Place des 
Vosges S7tXYwk. Quiet kitchen linena 


GAY MALES WANTED 
Gay melee wanted to participate in 
research to create a national public 
aetvica campaign. Fee wfl ba paid for 
1/2 hour interview. Corrfldenbality 
etsured. Cel coiect 919-544-5448 3PM 
to 7PM M-F. Ask for Mike. 


GAY ARTISTS WANTED 
QUICKI t* seeking gey artists to exhibit 
homoerobc art on its Thursday nights. 
Both gay male and lesbian eroticism 
sought in any medium Contact Chip 
Duckatt at 925-2442 to let up an 




7VTH AND YORK-CLEAN AND QUIET 

own bad room In airy, eory apt- 
roachfrae bldg nr buaaa, 24 hr aprmkt 
I'm BiF, ACT-UPer, work at horns on 
fantasytina, do S/M with my friends No 
perfume/tobacco in apt (alargy). Leave 
message ve/beat timetASB-4811. 

HDSME. HEALTHY. MASC 

Top, S^ir, 170, good phys shape. bVbr, 
beard, looking for loyal atebla 
roommats to share bargain apt in 
Chaises. Must not be fat or a Tom, Oick 
and Harry. Jim, Box 377 DMS, 132 West 
24th, NY 10011. 

OPEN-MINDED DYKE OR FAG 
wanted to share our Park Slops pad. 
Beautiful neighborhood, cloie to train. 

3300 own bedroom. We are 2 GM 
students seeking 3rd beatnick libertine 
to complete our groovy gay home. (718) 
788-2656..John. Need by March. 


'ART SOURCE UNUMITED' 

We bey sell trade aad locate artworks. 

ARTISTS AVAILABLE: Keith Haring. 
Robert Longo, Rost Bltckner, James 
Rizzi, Andy WerhoL Msrtine, end many 
more... For information, 
call Dan at 255-8680. 


ASTROLOGY 


DONNA 

E.S.P. Ptychic*Profassor of SpirituaRsim 
Reader and AdvfcofPsIm and Card 
Readings 


ICANANOW&LHBPYOU. 

Reunite the Sep*r*ted*fle store Lost 
NaturaHJnfold the Mystery of the Peat, 
Present end Future. 

(212)896-1982 

Se Hekla Espenol 


FORESKIN LOVERS 

The New York City chapter of the 
Uncircumcieed Society of America 
(NYC-USA) seeks new male members 
(with or without foreskin) to Join Its 
swell mg ranks. Csl for more club 
information or to make reservations for 
the new members party. (212) 777-4201 


SUBSCRIBE 

1-800-OUT-WEEk| 
VISA/M.C. 
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“It’s kinda like the 
Tool line was created 

for us... ” 



550-TOOL 


GAY OWNED AND OPERATED. CONNECTING OVER 44,000 MEN DAILY. 
STILL ONLY 10c A MINUTE 20c FIRST MINUTE. ADULTS ONLY. 





CHIROPRACTOR 


M. CHARLES FRANCHMO 

30 Fifth Avenue, 

New York. NY 10011, 
cal for info (212) 873-4331. 


THE MALE STOP 

A computer BBS. 

Use your modem. 

(212) 721-4180 FREE! 


AFFORDABLE ELECTROLYSIS 

Pane-el Hair Removal New Airflow 
Technique with LB. Probe 

COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION 
PROFESSIONALLY OPERATED 
GREENWICH VILLAGE 
QUIET, PRIVATE OFFICE 
K—4k Hay 
228 West 4th Street 
New York, NY 10014 
Lower Level, By Appointment Only. 
CM2) 727-1W 


OUTDOOR DISTRIBUTION 
Several people needed to distribute 
dyers part time, advertising phone sax 
lines. Flexible hours. Cell Mr. Davis at 
835-3440. 

Community Resssrch Initiative is 
looking for a full-time secretary. Skills 
must include typing 60-80 wpm, 
computer skills, and experience dealng 
with phones. PWA's, women end people 
of color ere encoursged to apply. CRI is 
an equal oppurtunity employer. Send 
resumes to: MARVIN PALMER, 
CR I/SECRETARY, 31 WEST 26TH STREET, 
NYC, NY IOOIOl 
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.RAT f. LAM 


ACE Contractor A Craw I 

All »t. Mtll •' X*. 

CwriHctlHWll-UtWMl' I . I 

imitnxn UJ 


MEN S MASSAGE GROUP 

Get tog ether with s group of men to 
give and receive massages. Taught by 
Terry Weisser, licensed Masseur and 
teacher at the Swedish Institute. 
Sundays, 7-10pm, $15.00, 
cal 1212) 463-9152. 


OUAUTY PERSONAL DENTISTRY 

William De Bonis DDS. 

Suite 704, 

200 West 57 Street. 

New York, NY 10019, 

Office hours by appointmsnt only cal 
212-333-2650. 


EATING AWARENESS TRAM MG 

The answer to the puzzle about eating. 
Eliminate your weight/eating problem 
forever. (212)92*0661. 


X LAMBDA ELECTROLYSIS X 
Permanent Heir Removal 
Men/Women* TV/TS's • All Methods 
Computsr Aided • Sterile Conditions 
By Physicians' Aid 

14 Yssrs Experience • Sbdmg Scale Fee 
Licensed and Board Csrtifisd 
(716)937-3389 


PHONE SEX MODERATORS 
Must have frisndly, out-going 
personality. Psrt-txns, sight hour shifts. 
Call Mr. Lyons at 93S-3440. 


MOVE TO SAN FRAN AREA 

Progrtssivo and aggressors firm sstks 
print-medis boyar who knows what 
msgszins to buy from various products 
from blow-dryers to phone sex. Two years 

New York corporate advertising aoepehence 
desired. We pay el moving expenses. Serxl 
rtsumt and covsr latter to Cindy 
McOowM, RO. Box 10291 SoqueL CA 9B073. 


BOOMING PHYSICIAN'S PRACTICE 

Private physician serving Sl Louis gay 
community is seeking qualified partner 
with HIV experience and interest Very 
high salary and fab benefits in very low- 
cost city. Csfi Biilsns. (314) 77*4444. 

STORE HELP 

S22Vwk. start. $27Vwk. after 2 month*, 
32 1/2 hrs. Blue Cross, 1 week paid 
vacation, 18 years sgt min, references 
required. Gay Treasures, 546 Hudson 
Street. (212)256-5756, ask for Don. 


PUBUC EDUCATION 
COORDINATOR 

Lambda Legal Dsfsnsa and Education 
Fund is looking for a staff ptrson to 
oversee educational publications and 
events. Must bs sxcsllont writer, 
creative, end have some experience 
working for lesbian and gay rights; 
computer skills vtry helpful; Itgal 
background helpful, but not necessary. 
Send resume, two writing samples, and 
references by Jsn. 25.1980 to: Psula L 
Ettelbrick. Legal Director, LLDEF, Inc, 
666 Broadway, New Ybrk, NY 10012. 

Women and people of color 
encoursged to apply. 
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STORE HELP 

S22Vwk. start. S27Vwt. altar 2 month*, 
32 1/2 hr*. Blu* Cross, 1 waak paid 
vacation, IS yoart aga min, raforancas 
raquirad. Gay Traasuras, 546 Hudson 
Street, (212) 2S5-5756, ask tar Don. 

CO-DIRECTOR 

SAGE: Sanior Action in a Gay Envi¬ 
ronment, Inc. a non-profit organization, is 
tacking an individual who will have Ml- 
dma financial raspcnsitxbty for dat social 
aarvica agency caring for gay and lesbian 
sanior* in the NY metropolitan area. This 
parson must have three years or more 
work experience in fund-raising 
strategies, public relations ectrvmes and 
preparation of grant proposals for 
foundations and governmental agencies. 
This parson mutt have previous 
experience in financial management and 
budget preparation for business and/or 
non-profit organizations. SAGE, Inc. is an 
equal opportunity employer. 

Pleas* direct all inqiariet end retimes to: 
Chair. Search Committee. SAGE. Inc., 208 
West 13th Street New York. NY 10011. 
Confidants*tty respected. 


A REAL CAREER 

Excellent presentation skills combined 1 
with a moderate amount of travel are 
your ticket to a definita lucrative career 
path with a dynamic, major and growing 
gay-own»d and oparatad financial firm 
Some typing, good phone manner and 
computer literacy raquirad. For more on 
this exciting opportunity call Jaff at 
(516) 764-2300 or (212) SSM200. 

OUTWEEICS MUSIC EDITOR 

i* looking for an intelligent. crsative and 
experienced wntar to cover th* 'dance 
music scene* periodically for the 
magazine. Please send 2 writing samples 
and cover letter to th* sttendon of Victoria 
Starr. OutWeek Maganne. 158 W. 25th St, 
7th Floor, New York, N Y 10001. No phono 
calls will be accepted I Women and 
people of color ate encouraged to apply. 


of every kind 


MOVERS, LICENSED 


THfzrv 

MOVHtSfcp 

• • • • • 

•NO IXTM rot tkavii mu 

• YES ruur Msutto 

Serving the Gay Community 


TRIES Of H 0*40 PHOBIC MOVERS? 

Try Brownston* Brothers instead. 
Prole ssionel and Rsiiebl*. 
Serving th* 6ay Community 15 years. 
Sensitive, fun people who get th* job 
done right with no bullshit 
Licensed DOT 10166. Insured. 
Reasonable storage rates. 
Pianos-Ait-Antiques 
Packing. Moving Supplies. 426 E91 
Call 266-1511. 

Mention OUTWEEK for Special 
Discount Free Estimates 


Bernard Granville (212) 580-9724 
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MUSIC INSTRUCTION I PHONE SERVICES || PUBLICATIONS 


piano MmtucnoNS 
rrsNEva too late 

All (avals taught by patient, experienced 
professional. Baginnara welcome. 
Convenient West End Avanua location. 
Reasonable rite*. 

(212) 798-3747. 

(Maaaaga answered promptly) 


Don Heitman 


FOR ALL achiava raaponaiv*, fair schooling. New 

M l/IV study disctoaas 25 way* gay and 

women hskhbbsbs : 

J5 to Student*. 1*56 Chapin Street NW, 
ff Y Washington, OC 20009-4510 

WOMEN ^JgSSSSZ.^. 

accounts of mala bondage plus hot 
Q7A OOC7 personal*. Sample JS.50. Subscription 

?/U'4O0f *2400. State you're over 21 and want 

magazine for personal us*. Payments to 

ONLY $2.75 PER CALL “tSJSjftESTAT* 


0 

r 



PHONE 

SEX 

Bided to Vour Phone or Credit Card. 
Talk to Other Men from NY. 

Sate, Fun. Anonymous 
Free Information 
Why Pay More? 

(212) 319-2270 

Tht BuddySyslem™ 


CUP - COMMUNITY HEALTH PROJECT 

Buying. Seftng Reel Estate 

Cell Tony Czebatd 

208 W. 13 Street, New York, NY 10011, 

(212)480-9999 

for rtfo cal (212) 67V3558 

WALSCOTTCO. 
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• specious and airy layouts 
* unique design 

• fabulous importad Hsian marble in ad 
bathrooms snd lobby 
• 1400 »q.ft. apartments available 
•video intercom system 

Coma to The Starting Anns to saa how 
"royalty* ready kve. 

The Starting Arms 
216 Staring Place 
Brooklyn. NT 
ca{718) <61-1571 

Sales office open: TuewThurs 11am- 
5pm. Sait/Sun 12pm-5pm 

Salas by BLARE REALTY CORP. Offering 
by prospectus only. 


Joseph Kramer and Amis Sprinkle will 
host their popular Tantnc Group Rebirth 
(clothed) on April 6 at 8pm. Cos* *20. 
"Haafctg with Empowerment through 
Saif Erotic Massage* a clothed evening 
with Joseph Kramer, Apr! 10. 9pm. 615. 
No reservations nacssssry for either 
event Place: 135 West 14th. For 
brochure or information, call Body 
Electric School (415) 663-1594 or Bob at 
(212)129-4011 


KT THU HEALTHY, SEXY HJWL. 
CfTY IMAGES TANNINS- 
BCAMEHCY PARK 
(21U121-1111 



TAUSSIG 


Exclusive Seasons! Rentals 
2BR and 3BR from $12,000 
3BR bayfront at $16,000 
also at price ranges, including 
waterfronts and swimming pools 
POBtmSSSS 

Fka Hand Ptnm. HY 117S2 
(SIS) SS7SSOO 


SEXUAL HEALING 


Chelsea 

Psychotherapy 

Associates 


Joseph Kramer and Matthew Simmons 
knits you to a sacred sax seminar (No 
lecture.) Celebrate our tribal joy with 
erotic rituals based on Tantric, Taoist 
end Native American traditions. Learn 
25 erotic massage strokes and howto 
enhance snd prolong orgasm. Relearn 
sax as sacrad, playful, non-addictive, 
non-compulsive and non-stop. April 7.9 
or 14,15 9sm4pm. Coat <196. You sra 
invited to a day of Taoist Erotic 
massags on April 16,Bamdpm. Learn to 
give and receive a 11/2hour 
transformative gandal massage. Coat 
» For brochure and registration, cad 
Body Electric at (415) 663-1594 or Bob 
Ybhn at (212) 929-4019. 



PSYCHOTHERAPY 

For al LesbisrVGay issues 
including spiritual 
difficulties or growth. 


MTTTVBX OfRCES (212)933-2796 


with relationships, gey identity, 
dealing with your faaidy, and 6<a 
in the age of AIDS. Siting foes. 

NY and NJ offices: 

(212) 724-796 (201)547-2446. 
ARI FRIOKIS, C.S.W 


Psychotherapist and Alcoholism 
To the Gay and Lesbian Community 
Individuals and Couples 
Licensed • Insurance Reimbursable 


QEX ‘ author 
with 

of 

Homosexuality 

Charles SUverstdn, Ph.D. 


Specialising in skohodsnVsubstancs 
abuse. A.C.0 A and co-dapendancy 
issues as wed as gay mala identity, 
relationships, coming out, AIDS, anxiety 
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Set Near The Heart Of 
PALM SPRINGS 

. a resort of i»wmor 

5;y . -Koa 'y Where 

*SSKt.i opocaicns are 
<■ “> qj*9y met 

I mikanoi Fr0 '*fy ***°9 <*" 


SJl Wm Sjnth Omr 
r*bn Spring. CA 

IWM) )27 ;<WS .{ht«t.UM*1)CA. 


BOSTON 


KEY WEST 

THE CHELSEA HOUSE 
A private guest house toe women, 
elegant accomodation Including air 
conditioning, private hath, and pool 707 
Truman Ave, Kay West, R. 33040. 


HOT, 

FLESH, 
FANTASY. 
ECSTASY 
AWAITS YOU 


ANGKOR 


\cw York 


DISCOVER 0URMAG1C 


L rmv jPUust'rs uours 

PO 00X844 MOMTMf i£LO MJ Go. .". 




1(800) THAILAND 


at i^ewxomycxjrwxuaiiiY 

• Proud*. Joyously At Eve s 

* Gordon, an eteoart»eooja«»y 
txxdtque.createctby 
women lor women. 

We grow pleasurable things 
tor ytxr mind, boc* and sprit 


IM-'SGAKPl-X 


CHANDLER INN. Bed & Breakfast 

Your are inn-vited to experience our 
style of small-hotel hospitality. 
Where strangers become friends and 
friends become closer. 

Ask us tor the Boston inn-sider rats of 
tttfsingle-tTtfdouble. 
Advance reservations suggested, 
cal I-MW2-34S0. 

Chandler Inn 
26 Chandler at Berkeley 
Boston. MA 02116 
(617) 462-3460- 


BED MsVeAKFAST 

1824 Greek Revival house, music rm, 
w/Cathedral ceilings. Rumford fire 
place, outdoor hot tub. A truly 
traditional BAB. Week* and wfcday 
specials Contact Rt ID Box212 
Shaftsbury, VT 06262 
or call 802-375-6886. 


Bed and Breakfast just 90 minutes from 
NYC. Near Big Vanilla and Holiday 
Mountain ski areas 

Stonewall Acres 
Box 556 

Rock Hill. NY 12775 
(914)791-9474 

REDISCOVER A MAN’S RESORT 
Island House 1129 Fleming Street, Kay 
West. R 33040, 
for into call 800-526-3669. 
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MASSAGE/MODELS 


•ALL MUSCLE MASSEUR* 
•Brithh* Rim Star- 
ST imn»44c 16* Bodybuilder 
Gordon Hoy c* Meet egos from SI00 
pegort 212S0B-5376 enter ph. t 


20 YR ADONIS 

With swimmer^ buikl will grve 
you * complete rub down 
$75Call12to7pm. 
CHARLES 1212) 501-3171 

ATHLETIC BODY RUB DOWN 
CNincut, Maacufcne 
College Student 
Give* Oeep Muscle Body Work 
Chris (212) 633-1197 


HOT BLOND JOCK 

Body-rub by young stud 24 hrs. 

Cell Scott st 968-0232. 

CALIF. HUNK 

Hot AlAmerican blond reedy to give 
your body whet it needs. Let me give 
you s deep, penetrating, sensutl 

Cel Kent? !2U)*3S3-9317 

CALIFORNIA SURFRAT 
Msximel message from strong dirt 
stMstic Sen Oiegen DUDE 
Cel evenings to eerly mornings. 
Mondey-Seturdey. 

Ask for 861212-4710906. 

COMPLETE SENSUOUS BODYRUB 
by welMxidt tx mils 6T. 195 lbs, 
clean-cut end discreet. Married end 
mature man are welcome Into erotic 
safe femesias. Cal Peter (212) 580-9401 

HOT TORSO 

Athletic bodywork from boyish 145619* 
27 yo with very muscular build and a 
nice tan ino. Clean cut and friendly. 


'COLT model type 
Complete body rub 
Cal Joey (212)627-1164 

BODYRUB 
Walbuift 6"3' 195 lbs 
Blond Masculine dayfnight 
(212)686-2764 

BODYRUB BY GUY 
Have your body rub the Franch- 
Canadian way. Aieo body clipping. 
Cal Guy 924-2528. 

COMPLETE SENSUOUS BODYRUB 

by wel-bult bi male 61*. 195 lbs, 
clean-cut and discreet Married and 
mature man are welcome. I mo erotic 
safe fantasies. Cad Pater (212) 560-9401 


Gives bast rub 
Complete satisfaction 
Vmnie (212)255-2303 


Strong deep sensual massage by 
handsome muscular nude athlete. 
BRAD (212)6716014 


HOT BLOND JOCK 

Body-rub by young stud 24 hrs. 

Call Scott st 9610232. 

HOT MUSCULAR STUD 

Rubdown by Handsome 
Young Athlete 
Can Stave at 
(212)2619639 

HOT TORSO 

Athletic bodywork from boyish 1456 5*9' 
27 yo wth vary muscular build and a 
nice tan Una. Clean cut and friendly. 
Noon to 4 am. 

CHRIS (212)2514670 

96-MINUTE SWEDISH 
Deep end relaxing bodywork by a 
good looking guy. Reasonable liVOut 
Mart (212)864-0091 


Relaxing Body Tone 
Competent, Cleancut, and Safa 
Fernando (212)831-3590 

SENSUOUS 90-MINUTE SWEDISH RUB 

By Handsome WASP 
(212)9916306. 

SENSUOUS BODYRUB 
Relaxing, experienced. 

Safe Bisstisfying. STAN (212)2415619 

SOISUOUS BODY RUB 

By tall, goodiooking 25 year old. 
In/out 24 hours. Philip. 
(212)6419107 

ATHLETIC MASSEUR 
Hindiomi Clttn Cut 
Into Wrestling end Sensuous Situations 
JOHN (212)741-3262 

SWIM COACH 

6?*, 166 lb, gNes great rubdown 
CHRIS (212)427-3210 


To advertise 
in this space call 
212 - 337-1222 II 


ATHLETIC MASSEUR 
Handsome. Clean Cut 
Into Wrestling and Sensuous Situations 
JOHN (212)741-3262 

BODYRUB RELEASE 

Serious pro-nude w/oi Swede, 
Accupresswe. Reflexology, Trager, very 
sensual, fluid, deep tissue mats age by 
handsome young expert. Lower East 
Side. 666 m, out negotiable. Cal John 
(212)4756660. 

SENSUAL MASSAGE 

No phone tax No cals 12anv6am 
DEREK (212)727-2842 
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Body Wort 

Various Technigues AvaiitOI* 
Lag it Calls 
(21 Z> 721-46*7 


v&uLg'L ( yo t u%_ f B(my 


Xa'Vl rrMassagt'D 

(212) 9321496 


A TOUCH OF CLASS 

By an African Trinidadian Masseur 
256ft 2ins. 180 lbs. 

Safa Honest Clean Goodlooting 
Deep Exotic Caribbean Massage 
For Tour Mind. Body and Soul 
In or Out Day or Night 

Emmanuel (718)284-9822 


MODELS/ESCORTS 


BUTT-PLAY SHAVING BONDAGE 
24 HRS. BRIAN (212) 242-8628 


JUICE EXTRACTOR 
Gives complete satisfaction. 


HOT CALIFORNIA JOCX 

22. bt. blue, juicy & big. 3-tomes tool 
Upper EastSida 
Nick (212) 722-3320. 


DISCO^RWLANHOOD 

(201)944-9654 

MUSCSTUD TOPS 

Hungry bottoms. 

(212) 254-2734 

BODYWORK 

Midtown Eastsida Location 
Frank (212) 371-6385 


MODELS/ESCORTS 


80Y NEXT DOOR 

Companionship end more from tall, in¬ 
end effectlonete. 21. FR/GR- 
Discreet end safe. 

MIKE (212) 239-7346. 

EUROPEAN CHAMPION 

BLOND, TAN BOOY BUILDER 
817225 LB, 5<r CHEST, 

29' WAIST, ir ARMS 
RIPPUN6MASS. 

BILLY (212)678-5175. 

HOT MUSCULAR STUD 
Rubdown by Handsome 
young Athlete 
Call Stave at (212) 268-9539 

NYCS HOTTEST HUNKS 

From SI50-lat hour 
CALL FORO (212) 685-8771 
Amex welcome • Models interviewed 

KYLE 

Vary handsome, well-built. 61'. 200 lbs. 
MascuKne/Gsrman hung thict (212) 

889-2784. 

rOUCE UNIFORM 

Rubdown by handsome stud. 
6,186,33. rockhard. out only 
ROD (212)967-6747. 


NEW YORK’S HOTTE 


ONLY 


ioc 


a minute • 200 first 

550-TOOL New York's #1 Safe Sex Line 

550-STUD Brooklyn/Queens Party Line 

550-6666 Hispanic Group Line 

550-HUNK Gay One on One 

550-JOJO One on One Bisexual 
Very Busy 24 Hours! 

550-9999 Chicks with Dicks 


ORY 

5T PARTYLINES 


15 $ 


a minute • 400 first 
550-HARD Gay Hardcore 
550-BODY Body Builders 

550-8888 Bisexual Group 
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MASSAGE/MODELS 


i _MODELS/ESCORTS ; 

MOOELS/ESCORTS 

MR. USA 

52c, 20s. 30w. 8150m/om 

You can reach me by calling a digital 
pager. Uaa a touch tone phone, put your 
Pin at the sound of the beep 4 press A 
ROB (212)846-2485 

TEDDY BEARS 

NEW YORK 

from 81 Siy 90 minutes out only 

TEDDY BEARS 
^BROOKLYN 

MARINE RECRUIT 

North Carolina country boy, 20 yrs. 81 
mltry ftattop It br hair, is very well- 
equipped and always ready after 7pm. 
Hunter (212)9684)808 

TEDDY BEARS 

QUEENS 

from 815IV90 minutes out only 

NYC'S LATMO ESCORT 
first Latino* Escort Service 

Hottest and Healthiest Models 

One Stop Shopping 

100% Latin Men, Men and More Men, 
Hot Tops. Hot Cops, Leather, 
Musclemen. PI 

8150 an hour and up 24 hours 

Models Interviewed (212) 842-8528. 

LONG ISLAND 

from 820090 minutes out only 

Our escorts are clean cut, safa, hot 
ond dependable. Wa will alwaya 
give accurate information and never 
tend an unauthorized substitute of 
your choica. If you're tired of being 
taken or Mad to and tired of escorts 

POLICE UNIFORM 

Rubdown by handsome stud 

8,185.33. rockhsrd, out only 

ROD (212)087-8747. 

with no personality or anthuaiaam, 
call us today! 

1-800-439-1555 

Reck Hard Muse tiler Blond Stud 

Rugged, Handsome, Ex-marine, 

Digs Service. 

HANK (212)4684384. 

Escorts wanted. 

Students, sthlstas, bodybuilders 
make more money 

Ask for Tad 


TO* best guys for th# bttt times 


Safa, friendly and diicraat 


New spplicents welcome. 


HOT SOUTHERN STUD-ATHLETIC, 
SEXY, VERY HANDSOME. 
VERSATILE W/BIG TOOL FfVGR, 
IVFTOP, 82*. 30 YEARS OLD. 
VERY FRiENOLY. 
1212)721-3810 

MUSCULAR IRISH DUDE 
UkM to lean back. 32.5'10*. 210 lbs. 
Handsome, wall-hung 
'Big man. Big Meat* 

Dan (212)458-4152. 


OUTWEEK CLASSIFIEDS 


KFFKITIN i: 






BODY BUILDERS 


CALL NOW: 


t first 


BODY BUILDERS. 
BODY WORSHIP. 
HOT HARD MUSCLE! 


550-BODY 
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WOMEN'S PERSONALS 


mantle GWF, 27, 
who’s shy and often 
•my It In search of 


mlnl-goN. Broadway. 


Mao In be 
ou believe 


IK COMING OUT! 


SO, attractive, sensi¬ 
tive, Inltillpent and a 
humorous (except 


Soma ol my favorite 
thln^t are all eporls. 
LET'S GO METS. 



LIGHTHEARTED 

LESBIAN 

A sensitive romantic 
looking for a woman 


MEN'S PERSONALS 


[2104 
THAT CRAZY RED- 


tor her EtoW Marti part- 


OulWeek Boa 2106 

CUTE BLONDE 
WRTTER 

(lop) aeakt hoi won 
an (gMs. ate.) for ee 
Hava a good time 
w/out getting Had 
down (or up, your 
choice). I'm 23, 5'f, 
Bt/bi. tun and eontro- 
varalal. Please send 
photo/phone. Out* 


QWM professional 


Sand letter/ photo/ 
phone. Outweek Box 
21BS 


HOT FOB BOXING? 
■ baaing toms you on. 
toft put on toe gtovae 


provide glovea-you 
provide place or we 
apM mom. Send tante- 
ey and pic. Gel am' up 


PNOM sex is 
SAFEST 

Hoi QWM. artr, weU- 
t*. hung, seeks vertei 


years Photo II possi¬ 
ble, will return. Out- 
week Bax 2164 


summer renovating 
old stone form house 
In upstate NY. I Ilka 


95 

a 

lid 


ed? I’m S’10* 165 


turned on by 6s 
ting hoi male fl. 


tel. fantasies (Mo a ♦) 
to POB 2520, Times 
Square Sta. NYC 
1010 *. 


age the body of a 
young model type or 
danoer (16-26). I’ll 


every night, 
good-looking 


To Answer on OutWeek Box Ad: 



OutWeek Box #_ 

159 W. 25th St., 7th floor 
New York NY 10001 


weak Box 2131 


HERE I GO AGAIN 
QWF 25 dark brown 



BON APPETTTE 

My first and only* 
barely scratched the 
surface. Delicious 
LBF. professional. fu6- 
Hgured.26. rtpe. lor In¬ 
telligent, single les¬ 
bian (any race) with 
good appetite lor fun 
and piping hot sax. 
Outweek Box 2171 


heeftty (WV-) 40 year 
old. Non-possessive 
end caring. V you're a 
good-looking young 
lad, send photo and 
letter to: Outweek Box 
2166 


Interested In a VOL 


1/2 r. 155 lbs. I love 
watching Video 8oul 
on BET. H*> Hop. New 
Jack Soring, Rap, 
RAB, Jan. stereo 
equipment art pho- 


ONCE UPON A TIME 


who locked tor a true 
friend A lover. Let’s 
work out and sr^oy tos 
greatest pleasure of 
NhrMo Mngdom. N 
’rlo my dlecroet 


K2T 


i happiy ever ah. 
itwakk Box 2166 

READY FOR 
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550 • HUNK 
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ALL-MALE MINI THEATER 

(Lower Level) 

Mon-Sat / Son 10am-7pm 


Ann Street 

Adult Entertainment Center 

21 Ann Stroot (btwn Broadway & Nauau St.) 
Now York City / (212) 267-9760 
Mon -Fri 7am-11pm / Sat lOam-llpm 
Sun I0am-7pm 


V & — 


LARGE SELECTION OF ALL-MALE 
VIDEOS /MAGAZINES /SCREENING BOOTHS 

■ ■ ■ 

NOVELTIES/PERIODICALS/TOYS/ETC 

■ ■ ■ 

VIOEO RENTALS / MEMBERSHIP PLANS 
tows two stirs eve 


OPEN 24 HOURS- 
EVERYDAY LOW 
VIOEO SALE & 
RENTAL PRICES 

and everything oi«e 
you would emect trom 
a Quality Male 




BookShop 

IOWNVDTO Stirs KC 1 


I ^ V* - 500 HUDSON STREET 

| (at Christopher St.) 
ft A I New York. NY 10014 

1 jj 24 HRS 

•MAGAZINES, NOVELTIES 
_ |\ f I' •PERIODICALS. TOYS. ETC 
•STATE-OF-THE-ART’’ 

SCREENING BOOTHS SHOWING THE NEWEST RELEASES 

NEW YORK’S LARGEST 
SELECTION OF ALL-MALE 
VIOEO TAPES FOR SALE OR 
RENT AT THE LOWEST 
PRICES IN TOWN! 

MOKE THAN A BOOKSTORE A LANDMARK 

SERTINO NEW TORN S OAT COMMUNITT TOR OVER 
IE TEARS' 
















Don’t Be Alone! 

• Find the man of your dreams 
through the science of computer 
matching! 

• We have found exciting new 
friends and lovers for thousands 
of men in New York and 
throughout North America. So. 
don't be alone. Let us help you 
loo! 

• Just Remember, no matter who 
you arc there is someone for 
whom you arc the perfect 
match! 

Call for a free brochure! 


1-800-633-6969 


DOUBLE YOUR] 
CHANCES 

SPRINGTIME IS APPROACHING... | 
NOW IS THE PERFECT TIME | 
TO PLACE A PERSONAL IN I 

OUTWEEK... 

CUP THIS 
COUPON & ! 
DOUBLE ITS i 
RUN 

DOUBLE YOUR CHANCES OF FINDING l 
MRJMS. RIGHT \ 

OR HAVE FUN WITH A FEW WRONGS I 
TRYING) | 

...PAYFOAA tVf£K AMO WFIL RUN rTFOR I 
TWO. 

FAY FOR TWO AMD YYFU RUN IT FOR FOUL 
RAY FOR FOUR-YOU KNOW THC RtST- 1 


UR: Masculine, ma¬ 
ture. 30-43. sensual, 
ready to share, aggres¬ 
sive, hungry TOP— 
lover of Rubene/Sumo 
bods, lean to chunky. 


THE OLDER ANO 
THE YOUNG 
GJM. late 90th. Euro- 


average. 33. looking 
for a monogamous, 
loving relationship, 
with another Puerto 
moan or GWM. I love 


Letter and photo to: 
P.O. Box 621. Cooper 
Staton. New York. NY 
10276. 

MISPLACED 
CALIFORNIAN 
seeks klraked spirt lor 
quiet times, easy 


drinking. Looking tor 
relationship with QM. 
20"s Mo 40’s Write In 
all confluence with 
photo If possible, to: 
P.O. Box 524. New 
York, NY 10266. 

HUNG HUGE EXHI8. 
Like to show off dial 
big bcSge, stroke that 
extra big meal Under- 

QWM!^«*'»^to^SL 
sate action. Photo/ 
phone Box 126, 70A 
Greenwich Avenue, 
NYC. MY 10011. 

jock'dadoy 

BB Trainer and pro- 
maseeur, Br/Br, 40‘s, 
6-. 163. ute. Bl. Sound. 
College Grad, non- 
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ally aeaka toadnatlng 

QM. 20^0, to eryoy al 
aMaa. Button-down 
profeealonaJ by day. 
bon vtvant by night; 

baaoh bum In aummar. 

playgoer In wlntar. 1 

eack a man to oompa- 

wtth hie own atyta. If 

you want a atrong. 

ataady ralatlonahlp 

that won't grow old. 

aand your ph/ph to 
Outwaak Boo 2106 

BOOYBULOER 
OWM 37. 1900. brown 
hak and eyve, 5'11’. On 

looking tor a OM *nh 
muaclaa to apara. A 
taka charge typa of 
man. for dating, ro- 

wl»i currant photojSeF 

tar. laid to LTS 20063. 
NYC 10011-0009. 

YOUNG 

PROFESSIONAL 
lying In Waalohaatar 
and working In NYC. 

tlrad ol the bar* and 

looking lor aomaona 
who la honeet and ekv 
oara. 1 am a matura 
26, Intaraatad In 

aomaona who enjoys 
IMng Ma to Ito fulecl 

If you ara aaarchlng 
ter aomaona to ahara 
tha axckement ot Ita 
with, look no torthar. 

You may hava found 

him. PO. Box 163, 
Whlta Plalna. NY 
10002. 

FLOAT LIKE A 
BUTTERFLY STING 
UKE A BEE 

Ara you raady to ba 
knocfcad out by lova 
and paaaton? Roman¬ 
tic hdam. down to 
aarth OWM prfl. 26 

wfdaik hair and eyes, 
gym M body and 
good aanaa of humor 
tka aknlar man tor ton 
and lova. 1 tea movtaa. 
dlnnara wrtrlende, 
dancing, ato. Skg 

warm paraon lor hot 

timaa on cool nlghta. 

on aaoond. Lara gat 

togatharl Outwaak 
Box 2111 

GWM. », ri\ 

160 LBS 

br/bi, hlrauta. Iriah 
bkgmd. alraight act- 
Ingiappoartng, oonaar- 

vallva profaaalon, muacular and aanaual 

Oulat and ahy at plaaaura control. Sob- 
times. Enjoy European mlt to: Tom or Jim. 
travel music, dancing. Box 1467. NYC 
movlaa. anting out. 10009. 

Looking forward to 

hearing from you. CREATIVE SEEKS 

Thank you. PO Box CREATIVE 

Stafon. Now York. NY Sna arttot Atoacbve. In 

101 SO. ahapa OWN 33 5'6* 

190 tlnda cxaatva tat- 
1BI ♦ 1GAY ■ 2MEN ant a tum on. At- 
Tom. bi. 30. «i adtletlc tnbutaa: alnoamy. opt- 

>e maaaagaa and train Soaking attracthra. 

'It beginner. Jim, 36. Imaginative arttaWrrlt- 
OWV. Itrrn ganSo top ar wMh on-baa! aanaa 

low 'fax j f*ew Yori t/ ^ 

SSI i b" 

|r/H 

& 

m 



le first minute. 50t for each additional minute 








































550 

ORGY 

6 7 4 9 

NEW YORK'S 
HOTTEST NEW LINE 

GROUP & PRIVATE LINES 

24 HOURS 

18 OR OLDER • 11 c MINUTE • 30< FIRST MINUTE 




970-3425 


ORDER FORM ON 
PAGE 104 


DOUBLE YOUR CHANCES 

SPRINGTIME IS APPROACHING L 
NOW IS THE PERFECT TIME 
TO PLACE A PERSONAL IN OUTWEEK... 

CLIP THIS COUPON & 
DOUBLE ITS RUN 

DOUBLE YOUR CHANCES OF FINDING MRJMS RIGHT 
(OR HAVE FUN WITH A FEW WRONGS TRYING) 
-nurfMAWBBCAMOWFanmrTfmnwo. 

MY FOR TWO AND WfTlKWI IT FOR FOUR. 

MYFOHFOUA-YDUKNOW THEK£ST- 


HEALTHY WORMY 
Handsome, hung, 
HIV*, looking lor safe 
fun relationship not 


KY State Pan., Ed- 
dyvllle, KY, 420J»- 
012*. 


handsome GBM, 23. 
5‘0*. is looking for 


czech rroerr 
Looking for n< 
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ATKOL VIDEO 


M"in A I KOI.S Divtounl dull. <ml> S25 ;i »*ar anil iak»- an jHldilkmal 
l»'i olT. Kent »kki»\ Inr unit V».*I5 |ht muiilh. \ arv fruni MV 

S59.95. ATKOL 

BOX 2596 MUHLENBERG STATION 

r- ■ v r PLAINFIELD. NJ 07060 .- 

rwasicrCatdj 800-88-ATKOL W VTi ri 

12011 756-OfiO I ill Vw Jers*) E -3 

Mvnliiin (imXVfi I i,,- | K‘l I ,11 


THE ONLY PLRCE 
TO MEET 


COHFCBCECC - »it.,i.lui l . l . 
MANSCAN • 1 mum mho. ml« 
THE BACK ROOM f-.,. 1.1, CMH turn 
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•very night. I'm a out but rattoring my 
good-looking and forotkln. Writ# P.O. 
haalhy (HW-) 40 yoar Bo. *47. Matpoth 


































































YOU MAKE THE CALL... 
WE MAKE THE CONNECTION 
THE REST IS UPTO YOU. 


◦ Join the action ◦ Be a part ofitO Or just listen M 

O Live contact with other callers O Thousands ot connections to be made^ 
D New friends O Dates O 24 hours O Every dav O Nationwide O Call now 


1 -900-999-BODS 

99c per minute 

1 -900-999-4600 

98c per minute 

1-800-888-MALE 


65c per half minute Mastercard or Visa 







Lhtin to New Yorkers tell you what 
THEY HAVE AND WHAT YOU WANT! 

Then leave you* answer in complete privacy on 
our exclusive ELECTRONIC M aii Box System- 
You don't leave your phone 

Nl Aim M UN AN OPEN 1INI ! 


IIEHH 


LOCKERS 


FIND our 
WHO'S AT THE 
OTHER END... 


IT'S MORE OF THE 
MEN YOU'VE BEEN 
LOOKING FOR AND 
THEY'RE JUST A 
PHONE CALL AWAY! 


.95 PER MINUTE 

CALLERS MUST BE 18 YEARS OR OLDER 


Mark Dates.. 


Meet New Friends... 
Share Phone Fantasies! 


970-CALL 


550-5500 


fe, The number says it all! 


/I iliffcrent 
Iwmy hunk 
every time you call 











































































































550-9999 

(212. 718. 516, 914) 








CLASSIFIED / PERSONAL ORDER FORM 

Name 

Address 

OFFICE USE ONLY 

t 

City/State/Zip 

Start Issue: 



Phone 


All OutWeek Classified Advertising is prepaid 

The Deadline is NOON MONDAY, one week before on-sale date. 

OutWeek reserves the right to edit, reject or rewrite any advertisement 

In case of error on our part, no refunds - additional insertions only 
$15 00 fee for copy changes or cancellations 

Mail sent to OutWeek Bo* # s is forwarded weekly, on Mondays 

Return this entire page, 
with appropriate payment, to: 

OutVWeek Classifieds 

159 W. 25th Street. 7 th Floor 

New York. NY 10001. 


CLASSIFIED RATES: 

$3 per line (seven line 
minimum) Please conform your 
ad copy to the grid 


CLASSIFIED / PERSONAL ORDER FORM 

One letter, space, or punctuation mark per box. 


FREQUENCY DISCOUNTS 


13*.... 

26* 


... 10 % 

15% 

20 % 


PERSONALS RATES: 

Si per line [seven line 
mmarwn) Please conform 
your ad copy to the grid. 

DISPLAY CLASSIFIED 
RATES: 

$25/ column inch Please inquire 
for frequency discounts. Column 
width: 1 7/T 


PERSONALS 

_lines @ $1 00 (seven I me minimum)* 

tenes_weeks ad is to run: 

Give me an OutTWeek Box #. 

and forward my mail each week for_ 

months© $20 per month. 

Telephone verification charge 

(if you phone t appears in ad) © S10 00 - 


TOTAL ENCLOSED: 


CLASSIFIEDS 

Category_ 


_hnes ® S3 00 (seven line minimum)- 

times_weeks ad is to run 


if ad is to run foir or mere times, 
deduct appropriate frequency discount 


TOTAL ENCLOSED: 


Charge my Visa / Mastercard Acct. 
Signatwe_ 









OutWeek Crossword 

by Greg Baysans 

Edited by Gabriel Rotello 



I SOLUTION IN NEXT WEEK S OUTWEEK ON SALE MONDAY 


ACROSS 

1. Movie dog 
5. Goldstein and Smith 
8. Goldman 

12. Star Gan 

13. Vestment 

15. Put down 

16. Rouse 

17. Kind of bull 

18. Sort 

10 Helms affliction 
Doof s opposite 
CIO partners 
Shrimping objects 
Played the pipes again 
Kind of drain 
Mouth pan 
Hard to find 
Cafe au_ 

Out of work unintentionally 

One 

Seabird 

Erupt 

TV’s gay Loud 


48. Bigfoot’s cousins? 

50. Not luxurious 
52. Zola player 
53- Dannemeyer, e g. 

54. Actor Dailey 

55. Early gay group founded by 
Harry Hays 

62. Creep 

63. Singer Lena 

64. Bright star 

66. Bad 

67. Mrs. Peel’s partner 

68. Not doseted 

69 . King toppers 

70. Stitch 

71. Counting word 


1. Prepositions 

2. *_Speaks' 

3. Diana Ross and the Supreme*, 


. Strikebreaker 
Antlered animal 
. Dad's sister from England? 

5. Europe's son 
1. Totals 

3. Macintosh 

4. Actor Wallach 
[). Waste 

1._distance, afar 

5. _based lubricant, safer 

sex no-no 

6. Stratagem 

7. Always 

3. Mom's comic brother? 

?. Faucet faults 

). They get wiped 
1. Ump's relative 

4. Summer soother 

5. Yma Sumac's ancestor? 

7. After pre or ump 

> •_ Lay Dying,' Faulkner 

novel 

l. Camera adjunct 
i. Dunk to Donne 
1. Nurse of Orestes 
>. GMHCs Sweeney 
I. Wore the floor 

l *_Panic,* former St Marks 

shop 

1. Norman, for one 
i. Sounds of relief 
r. Children 
I. Pecan, for one 
>. Again 

I. Slangy negative 
.Tied 

"For_a jolly good fellow* 

>. None in particular 


lUHUUUUOQUUUUUU 


UUUUUUUOULJUUUUl 


4. Postal order 

5. Nurse 

6. Chinese poet 
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DIAL NOW GUYS ARE WAITING! 


BILLED. TO YQLIFL PHQWE AS 
"DREAMLINE'' ■ 95ft PER MINUTE 
$1,50 THE FIRST MINUTE 


1-900 999 3131 
1 900 963 6363 


BILLED; TO YOUR PHONE AS 
"REAfREOPLE 1 -' -$3,50 PER CALL 


@ eORYtHSHW 1989 REAL PEOPLE, LTD. ■ YOU MUST BE 18 OR OLDER) - PRICES SUBMIT T® CHANGE: WHTWffiUjr NOTICE 






550-TOOL 

THINGS TO DO LIST: 

HOW I CAN SAVE THE PHONE SEX LINES 


□ FAX ZAP Fred Salerno, CEO of NY Talaphona 

212-302-0452 and tall Him that I want my phono mm whether 
llkoa It or not. and I am tho public, not aomo billion dollar pho 
company. 

□ CALL NY Talaphono'a Executlva OffVoo and leave a 

meeeage that I want my phono aox and what I aay on tho phono la none 

of tholr bualnoaa C2T 2-305-2552). 

□ CALL John Kolllhor at tho Dept of Public Servloo and toll 
him how Important phono aox la to mo (518-474-0530. FAXl 

518-474-7148). 

□ CALL Rotor Bradford, Commlaloner of tho Dept, of Public 
Sorvloo. and toll him how Important phono aox Caafo aox) la to tho gay 
and AIDS communitloa (518-474-2530, FAXl 518-473-2838). 

□ CALL Joaao Holma and toll him to get hla ant I-aox noao 
out of my phono and out of my bod. Call him at 810-858-4830. 

□ FAX ZAPh., 

Q CALL . 

buaybodloa. 

Q FAX , 


a 810-856-4400. 

veryone I know and toll thorn to call thoao 


> fdka too, alnoo thoy forget about what tho public 
roally wanta unloaa you print It. 

□ CALL ovary oloaot com at NY Talaphona and aak them to 
coma out and do aomethlng about tho phono aox maaa. 

□ TALK about thla atuff at work tommorow. 

□ CALL.. 


□ WRITE to tho Department of Public Sorvloo. Toll thorn 

how Important SSO phono aox la to saving live a. Toll thorn to atop NY 
Telephone from changing tho law. Demand that tho Publlo Service 
Comm talon protect the publlo by keeping party linoa tho way thoy are. 
John J. Kolllhor. Sac rotary. State of New York. Department of Public 
Servloe. Three Empire State Plaxa. Albany. Now York 12223 

- lWL e-r 


PAID ADVEfmSEUer 


ill 





